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1. Which navigation light indicates a vessel is at anchor?
A. Red light
B. White light
C. Green light
D. Flashing blue light

2. On which type of buoys can white lights sometimes be
found?

A. Arrival buoys

B. Mid channel buoys

C. Special purpose buoys
D. Sailing buoys

3. What should you do if your vessel runs aground?
A. Immediately attempt to dislodge the vessel

B. Assess the situation and check for damage before attempting
to move

C. Call for assistance without checking for damage
D. Wait for high tide to float the vessel

4. What do the black and white marks on a buoy indicate?

A. They signify a safe water mark or indicate the center of a
river channel

B. They show the depth of water
C. They warn of underwater obstacles
D. They indicate no-swimming areas

5. When must a boat's navigation lights be displayed?
A. Only during the day

B. From sunset to sunrise or during periods of reduced visibility
C. When docking

D. Whenever passengers are on board
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6. Which of the following will increase the effects of alcohol
and drugs when boating?

A. Cold weather
B. Vibration

C. High speed
D. Calm waters

7. What does a boat's capacity plate indicate?
A. The color of the boat

B. The maximum number of persons and weight the boat should
carry

C. The type of fuel to be used
D. The recommended cruising speed

8. What is the major cause of fatalities involving small boats?
A. Mechanical failures
B. Falling overboard and drowning
C. Boating under the influence
D. Capsizing in rough waters

9. What does a "red flag with white diagonal stripe" indicate?
A. Emergency distress signal
B. Presence of a diver's down warning
C. Location of navigational hazards
D. Boat is in need of repair

10. What does the color green signify on a navigational buoy?
A. Left side of a channel when returning from sea
B. Right side of a channel when returning from sea
C. Center of a navigational path
D. Dangerous areas ahead
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1. Which navigation light indicates a vessel is at anchor?
A. Red light
B. White light
C. Green light
D. Flashing blue light

The white light indicates a vessel is at anchor due to its specific function in maritime
navigation. When a boat is anchored, the white light is displayed to signal its position to
other vessels in the area, effectively indicating that it is not underway and is secured to a
fixed point. This helps prevent collisions and enhances safety on the water. In contrast,
other colored lights have different meanings in navigation. For example, red lights are
often associated with port (left side when facing forward) navigation, while green lights
indicate starboard (right side). Flashing blue lights typically signify emergency or law
enforcement vessels, not the status of a vessel being anchored. Thus, understanding the

role of the white light is crucial for recognizing the status of vessels on the water and
ensuring safe navigation practices.

2. On which type of buoys can white lights sometimes be
found?

A. Arrival buoys

B. Mid channel buoys
C. Special purpose buoys
D. Sailing buoys

White lights can sometimes be found on mid channel buoys because these buoys are used
to mark navigable water channels and provide guidance for vessels to avoid hazards. The
white light serves as an additional navigational aid, especially in low visibility conditions,
which helps boaters identify the safe passageway in open waters. Mid channel buoys
often indicate the center of the waterway and assist in safe navigation by marking the
channel’s main path. Other buoy types do not typically feature white lights. Arrival buoys
are generally used to indicate points of arrival at a destination but may not serve the
same navigational function as mid channel buoys. Special purpose buoys are designated
for unique purposes and may have specific colors or markings instead of lights. Sailing
buoys usually indicate areas designated for sailing activities but also generally lack the
white lights that assist in broader navigation.
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3. What should you do if your vessel runs aground?
A. Immediately attempt to dislodge the vessel

B. Assess the situation and check for damage before attempting

to move
C. Call for assistance without checking for damage
D. Wait for high tide to float the vessel

When a vessel runs aground, the safest and most prudent approach is to assess the
situation and check for damage before attempting to move it. This action is crucial for
several reasons. Firstly, assessing the situation allows the operator to understand how
the vessel is positioned, the depth of the water, and whether the hull has sustained any
damage from the grounding. If the vessel is damaged, attempting to dislodge it could
worsen the situation, potentially leading to more significant hull damage or risking the
safety of the crew and passengers. Secondly, evaluating the conditions around the vessel,

including tides, currents, and weather, is essential for planning a safe route for

dislodging. Understanding these factors can guide the operator on how best to release
the vessel and avoid further issues, such as capsizing or sinking. Lastly, taking the time
to assess the situation allows for informed decision-making. If assistance is needed, it is
better to be aware of the vessel's state and location, which can help responders arrive
prepared to assist effectively. In essence, prioritizing an assessment ensures the safety

and integrity of the vessel and its occupants before taking any further action.

4. What do the black and white marks on a buoy indicate?

A. They signify a safe water mark or indicate the center of a

river channel
B. They show the depth of water
C. They warn of underwater obstacles
D. They indicate no-swimming areas

The black and white marks on a buoy are indicative of safe water marks, often used to
denote the center line of a navigable channel. These markings help boat operators safely
navigate a waterway, especially in areas where navigation might be tricky or where the
depth of water can vary significantly. By signaling safe passage through the center of a

river channel, these buoys assist in directing vessels and preventing grounding or

collisions with underwater hazards. This is particularly crucial for maintaining safe
navigation in busy or narrow waterways where other obstacles may not be marked as
clearly. In contrast to the other options, which refer to different types of navigation
aids, the black and white markings are specifically tailored for guiding vessels through

safe zones rather than providing warnings about the depth of water, underwater
obstacles, or swimming restrictions.

Sample study guide. Visit https://boatinglicense.examzify.com for the full version



5. When must a boat's navigation lights be displayed?
A. Only during the day

B. From sunset to sunrise or during periods of reduced visibility
C. When docking

D. Whenever passengers are on board

The correct answer is that a boat's navigation lights must be displayed from sunset to
sunrise or during periods of reduced visibility. This is crucial for ensuring the safety of
all vessels on the water. Navigation lights help indicate the position, direction, and type
of vessel, which is essential for avoiding collisions, particularly in low-light situations or
when visibility is compromised due to weather conditions such as fog or rain. Displaying
navigation lights only during the day or just when docking would not provide adequate
safety measures for nighttime travel or in poor visibility conditions. Additionally, having
lights on whenever passengers are on board does not take into account the importance of
visibility during navigation times specifically mandated by maritime rules. Therefore,

understanding the regulatory requirements for navigation lights helps enhance safety for
all boaters on the water.

6. Which of the following will increase the effects of alcohol
and drugs when boating?

A. Cold weather
B. Vibration

C. High speed
D. Calm waters

Vibration can significantly increase the effects of alcohol and drugs when boating
because it can exacerbate the impairment associated with these substances. When on a
boat, the continual vibration can affect the central nervous system, heightening feelings
of disorientation and reducing coordination. This can enhance the intoxicating effects of
alcohol and drugs, leading to decreased reaction times and impaired judgment more
quickly than in stable environments. Cold weather, high speed, and calm waters may
have varying effects, but they do not specifically amplify the intoxicating effects of
substances in the same consistent way that vibration does. Cold weather can contribute
to hypothermia, which can impair function, while high speeds can increase the risk of
accidents but don't directly enhance intoxication effects. Calm waters generally provide a
smoother boating experience, which would be less likely to contribute to increased
impairment. Understanding the impact of vibration is crucial for safe boating practices,
especially when alcohol and drugs are involved.
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7. What does a boat's capacity plate indicate?
A. The color of the boat

B. The maximum number of persons and weight the boat should
car

C. The type of fuel to be used
D. The recommended cruising speed

A boat's capacity plate serves a critical safety function by indicating the maximum
number of persons and weight that the boat can safely carry. This information is crucial
for ensuring that the boat is not overloaded, which can lead to reduced stability,
maneuverability, and an increased risk of capsizing or sinking. Adhering to the capacity
plate guidelines helps prevent accidents and enhances passenger safety on the water.
The other options do not pertain to the information provided by the capacity plate. While
the color of the boat, type of fuel, and recommended cruising speed may be relevant to
boat operation or maintenance, they are not directly associated with the safe loading and
capacity limitations of the vessel. This distinction is important for boaters to understand
as it emphasizes the primary purpose of the capacity plate in promoting safe boating
practices.

8. What is the major cause of fatalities involving small boats?
A. Mechanical failures

B. Falling overboard and drowning
C. Boating under the influence

D. Capsizing in rough waters

Falling overboard and drowning represents the major cause of fatalities involving small
boats because many accidents occur unexpectedly and often involve individuals not
wearing life jackets. When someone falls overboard, especially in colder water
temperatures or challenging weather conditions, the risk of drowning increases
significantly. Even experienced boaters can face fatal outcomes if they end up in the
water without a personal flotation device. The statistics reveal that a substantial
percentage of small boat fatalities stem from incidents where individuals have fallen
overboard, highlighting the importance of safety measures such as life jackets, educating
passengers about safe boating practices, and maintaining a secure environment on the
boat. Additionally, factors like alcohol consumption can exacerbate the likelihood of
falling overboard, but the basic risk remains the act of falling itself, which leads to
drowning. This focus on prevention underscores why drowning remains the leading cause
of small boat fatalities.
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9. What does a "red flag with white diagonal stripe" indicate?
A. Emergency distress signal

B. Presence of a diver's down warning
C. Location of navigational hazards

D. Boat is in need of repair

The "red flag with a white diagonal stripe" is widely recognized as a warning signal
indicating the presence of divers in the water. When displayed, it is critical for boaters to
be aware that divers may be beneath the surface, and they should navigate cautiously in
the area. This flag not only promotes diver safety but also helps prevent accidents by
alerting other vessels to the potential hazards of the divers being submerged. Other
choices, while related to boating safety, do not accurately reflect the meaning of the red
flag with a white diagonal stripe. An emergency distress signal typically employs a solid
orange flag or a different set of communication methods such as flares. Navigational
hazards are usually indicated through specific buoy colors and shapes rather than a
single flag, while a boat in need of repair would not use any specific flag to convey that
message. Therefore, understanding the function and significance of the diver's flag is
essential for maintaining safety on the water.

10. What does the color green signify on a navigational buoy?
A. Left side of a channel when returning from sea

B. Right side of a channel when returning from sea
C. Center of a navigational path

D. Dangerous areas ahead

The color green on a navigational buoy signifies the right side of a channel when
returning from sea. This is part of the IALA (International Association of Lighthouse
Authorities) buoyage system, which is used in many parts of the world. According to this
system, when vessels are approaching a harbor or navigating inland, green buoys
indicate the starboard (right) side of the channel. This helps mariners maintain the
correct course and avoid hazards. Green buoys are often paired with red buoys, where
the red buoys indicate the left side of the channel (port side) when returning to port.
This system is crucial for safe navigation, especially in narrow or tricky waters where
precise positioning is necessary to avoid grounding or collisions. By understanding the
system and recognizing the colors of buoys, boaters can navigate more confidently and
safely.
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