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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. A reading of 000º on the compass card should point toward which North?
A. True North
B. Geographic North
C. Relative North
D. Magnetic North

2. Which class of fire uses WATER as the primary extinguishing agent?
A. Class B
B. Class A
C. Class D
D. Class C

3. If water currents are strong, it becomes harder to move upwind.
A. It becomes easier
B. It becomes harder (upwind)
C. No change
D. It becomes harder (downwind)

4. What is the function of the mesh netting on the Stokes litter?
A. To restrain the patient
B. To improve flotation
C. To provide warmth
D. To attach equipment

5. What knot forms a fixed loop at the end of a rope that won't slip under
load?
A. Clove hitch
B. Figure-eight stopper knot
C. Bowline
D. Reef knot
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6. In propulsion terms, what does the command 'pivot' describe in basic
vessel handling?
A. Move forward
B. Rotate around a fixed point
C. Move backward
D. Stop motion

7. Inflation methods include which of the following?
A. Manually or Automatically
B. Only Manually
C. Both Manually and Automatically
D. Inducted by Respiration

8. What are 75 ft and 100 ft heaving lines used for?
A. Towlines
B. Rope ladders
C. Fenders
D. Heaving lines

9. Slack in the anchor line should be taken up as the boat is moved ahead.
A. Paid out
B. Spun
C. Taken up
D. Left slack

10. On sailboats and rowboats less than 7 meters, what may be displayed if
regular running lights are unavailable?
A. Lantern
B. Torch
C. Flashlight
D. Flares
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Answers
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1. D
2. B
3. A
4. A
5. C
6. B
7. C
8. D
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. A reading of 000º on the compass card should point toward which North?
A. True North
B. Geographic North
C. Relative North
D. Magnetic North

The main idea is that a compass reads magnetic north. The compass card is tied to the Earth's magnetic field,
and the needle points toward Magnetic North. So a reading of 000° on the card indicates Magnetic North.  True
North is geographic north—the direction to the North Pole on the globe—and can differ from Magnetic North by
magnetic variation that varies by location and over time. Relative North isn’t a standard reference for a raw
compass reading, so it doesn’t define where a 000° heading points.

2. Which class of fire uses WATER as the primary extinguishing agent?
A. Class B
B. Class A
C. Class D
D. Class C

Water cools the fuel by absorbing heat, lowering the temperature of the combustion and preventing the fuel from
reaching its ignition point. This cooling action makes it the primary extinguishing agent for fires involving
ordinary combustibles like wood, paper, and textiles. For other fire types, water isn’t appropriate: flammable
liquid fires can be spread by water, electrical fires pose shock risks (unless power is off or a non-conductive
agent is used), and metal fires require specialized dry powders. So water is best suited for fires with ordinary
combustibles.

3. If water currents are strong, it becomes harder to move upwind.
A. It becomes easier
B. It becomes harder (upwind)
C. No change
D. It becomes harder (downwind)

Strong water currents act like a moving obstacle when you’re trying to move toward the upwind direction. The
boat’s speed through the water combines with the water’s own speed to give progress over ground. When you
head upwind, the current pushes back against you, so your net forward motion is reduced. With a strong current,
a larger portion of your effort goes into fighting that flow, and you may need to aim the boat more into the
current, which lowers the forward component of your movement. In contrast, moving downwind is helped by the
current, making it easier. So the statement that you’ll have a harder time moving upwind with strong currents is
the correct one.
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4. What is the function of the mesh netting on the Stokes litter?
A. To restrain the patient
B. To improve flotation
C. To provide warmth
D. To attach equipment

The mesh netting on a Stokes litter is designed to keep the patient from moving or sliding off during transport.
The net provides a secure surface that can be tightened with straps or lashings through its openings, stabilizing
the patient as you lift, carry, or maneuver the litter in water or rough terrain. The mesh also allows water to drain
and air to circulate, but its primary role is restraint to prevent injury from shifting positions. It’s not intended to
provide flotation, warmth, or to serve as the main point for attaching equipment.

5. What knot forms a fixed loop at the end of a rope that won't slip under
load?
A. Clove hitch
B. Figure-eight stopper knot
C. Bowline
D. Reef knot

Creating a secure fixed loop at the rope end that won’t slip under load is achieved by tying a bowline. Its
structure forms a loop around the standing part with the working end passed back through the loop and around
the standing part to lock it in place. This configuration secures a steady, fixed-size loop when tension is applied,
so the loop doesn’t tighten or slide along the rope.   In contrast, a clove hitch relies on friction around an object
and can creep or slip under load; it isn’t a true fixed end loop. A figure-eight stopper knot creates only a knot at
the end to stop the rope from passing through a hole, not a looping end that remains fixed under tension. A reef
knot (square knot) is used to join two ends and can slip or capsize if loaded unevenly, so it doesn’t provide a
stable fixed loop at the rope’s end.

6. In propulsion terms, what does the command 'pivot' describe in basic
vessel handling?
A. Move forward
B. Rotate around a fixed point
C. Move backward
D. Stop motion

Pivot means turning the vessel by rotating around a fixed point rather than moving straight ahead. When you
command pivot, you’re asking the propulsion system to create a yaw motion—the hull swings around a center
point that stays in roughly the same spot in the water. This is how a boat turns in a tight space: the thrust on
opposite sides is used to generate rotation while translational movement is minimized, so the vessel changes its
heading around that fixed point. It’s different from moving forward, moving backward, or simply stopping,
because the primary action is rotation about a center rather than linear motion.
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7. Inflation methods include which of the following?
A. Manually or Automatically
B. Only Manually
C. Both Manually and Automatically
D. Inducted by Respiration

Inflatable gear can be inflated in two ways: manual and automatic. Manual inflation means you actively put air
into the device yourself, either by blowing into a mouthpiece or using a small pump. Automatic inflation uses a
mechanism, such as a CO2 cartridge, that activates when the device is triggered (often by immersion or a
sensor), inflating the bladder without you having to blow or pump. Many inflatables offer both options, so the
correct understanding is that inflation methods include both manually and automatically. The idea of inflation by
respiration alone isn’t how modern inflatables are typically described, since automatic systems are a standard
option.

8. What are 75 ft and 100 ft heaving lines used for?
A. Towlines
B. Rope ladders
C. Fenders
D. Heaving lines

Passing lines between vessels or to shore is the idea. A 75 ft or 100 ft heaving line is a light throwing line used to
deliver a line across a gap, helped by a weight at the end so you can cast it to the other side. Once the line lands,
you haul in a messenger line or the heavier towing/mooring line. This lets you establish a longer line for towing
or mooring without having to reach with a bulky towline. It’s specifically for getting a line over first, not for
towing itself, climbing, or protecting the hull. Rope ladders are for boarding, and fenders cushion contact, not for
delivering lines.

9. Slack in the anchor line should be taken up as the boat is moved ahead.
A. Paid out
B. Spun
C. Taken up
D. Left slack

Taking up the slack means tightening the anchor rope as you start moving forward. When you move ahead with
the line taut, the anchor is more likely to bite into the bottom rather than dragging along with the boat. A taut
rode helps set the anchor and keeps the boat from drifting as wind or current shifts. It also reduces the chance
the line or rode will get fouled in the prop or hardware.  If you let the line pay out or leave it slack, the anchor
can’t dig in properly and the boat may drag until you regain control. “Spun” isn’t the action used here, and
leaving slack won’t give you the holding power you need.
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10. On sailboats and rowboats less than 7 meters, what may be displayed if
regular running lights are unavailable?
A. Lantern
B. Torch
C. Flashlight
D. Flares

When running lights aren’t available on a small sailboat or rowboat, you still need to signal your vessel’s
presence at night. A flashlight serves as a practical, portable light that can be quickly powered on and directed to
be seen by other vessels, helping to prevent collisions. It provides a clear, white light that can be kept on the fore
or in a position where it’s visible from multiple directions.  A lantern is heavier and less flexible for signaling at
range, and could be mistaken for a fixed light. Flares are distress signals used for emergencies, not for routine
signaling, and would be inappropriate here. A torch (flame) is unreliable in wind and can be hazardous or
misinterpreted.  Thus, a flashlight is the appropriate substitute when regular running lights are unavailable.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://boatcrewman.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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