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Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. How much can be notched from a load bearing stud without compromising
it's structural integrity?

A. 50%
B. 40%
C. 25%
D. 33%

2. In emergency egress requirements for sleeping rooms, the minimum net
clear opening width is at least how many inches?

A. 20 inches
B. 30 inches
C. 24 inches
D. 27 inches

3. Which material is not permissible as underlayment for hardwood floors?
A. OSB Plywood
B. CDX Plywood
C. Particle Board
D. Plywood CC

4. What is the purpose of solid blocking in floor framing?
A. Increases vertical load capacity
B. Provides lateral restraint of joist ends
C. Acts as a moisture barrier
D. Reduces heat transfer

5. Which value represents the minimum pitch for asphalt roof systems
expressed as a fraction per 12 horizontal?

A.3/12
B. 2/12
C.4/12
D. 5/12
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6. While trenching and excavating, OSHA requires that materials stored near
the trench or excavation be at least of the trench or excavation.

A. 2 ft
B. 4 ft
C.3ft
D.1ft

7. When excavating, what problem does water in the trench create?
A. puddling
B. unstable soil
C. makes it unrippable
D. makes the trench too wide

8. PSF stands for which phrase in structural design?
A. Pounds per square foot
B. Pounds per square footage
C. Pounds per square foot measurement
D. Pounds per square foundation

9. Where the roof and exterior walls come together, how much higher should
the exterior wall be than the roof on a built up roof ?

A. 40 inches
B. 10 inches
C. 30 inches
D. 20 inches

10. What type of connection should be used when an I-joist and a beam
meet?

A. Joist hanger

B. Metal hurricane clips
C. Metal framing ties

D. Railing Tie
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1. How much can be notched from a load bearing stud without compromising
it's structural integrity?

A. 50%
B. 40%
C. 25%
D. 33%

Notching a load-bearing stud reduces the wood that carries vertical loads, so there's a safety limit. For a
load-bearing stud, you're allowed to notch only up to 25% of the stud's width. With a standard 2x4 (actual width
3.5 inches), that's about 0.875 inches deep. Going deeper weakens the stud, and you'd need reinforcement (like
a steel nail plate, or sistering/replacing the stud) or an alternative routing method. The other percentages would
exceed what's considered safe for a load-bearing member, which is why 25% is the correct guideline. If you're
working with non-load-bearing walls, different allowances can apply.

2. In emergency egress requirements for sleeping rooms, the minimum net
clear opening width is at least how many inches?

A. 20 inches
B. 30 inches
C. 24 inches
D. 27 inches

The key idea is the size of an emergency escape and rescue opening in sleeping rooms. The opening must be at
least 20 inches wide, measured as the net clear width, to ensure someone can pass through quickly in an
emergency. This width is the minimum to allow a person to fit through the opening, with other dimensional
requirements (like height and overall opening area) also applying to make the opening usable. In practice,
openings wider than 20 inches meet the requirement, and the sill height is typically limited (not more than about
44 inches above the floor) to keep the opening reachable.

3. Which material is not permissible as underlayment for hardwood floors?
A. OSB Plywood
B. CDX Plywood
C. Particle Board
D. Plywood CC

Underlayment for hardwood floors must provide a stable, smooth surface that won't swell, delaminate, or loosen
fasteners, and it should resist moisture enough to keep the floor level and quiet over time. Particle board fails
these tests because it absorbs moisture readily, swells and deteriorates, and doesn’t hold nails or screws well.
That makes it unsuitable as an underlayment for hardwood. In contrast, materials like OSB or plywood (including
grades such as CDX or CC) offer better dimensional stability, a solid nailing or bonding surface, and greater
resistance to moisture-related distortion when used with the proper installation details.
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4. What is the purpose of solid blocking in floor framing?
A. Increases vertical load capacity
B. Provides lateral restraint of joist ends

C. Acts as a moisture barrier
D. Reduces heat transfer

Solid blocking between floor joists mainly provides lateral restraint to the joist ends, tying the joists together so
the floor behaves as a single, rigid unit. By filling the gaps between adjacent joists, blocking prevents the ends
from twisting or spreading under load and helps transfer shear across the floor, reducing deflection and
squeaks. It also gives a solid nailing surface and helps stabilize long-span floors. This isn't about increasing
vertical load capacity by itself, nor is it a moisture barrier or a primary way to cut heat transfer.

5. Which value represents the minimum pitch for asphalt roof systems
expressed as a fraction per 12 horizontal?

A.3/12
B.2/12
C.4/12
D. 5/12

The key idea is the slope needed for asphalt shingles to shed water properly and allow correct installation. For
asphalt roof systems, the minimum pitch is 2/12, meaning the roof must rise 2 inches for every 12 inches of
horizontal run (about a 1:6 ratio). This level provides enough drainage and workable space for fastening and
sealing shingles. Pitches of 3/12, 4/12, or 5/12 are steeper and would still function, but they exceed the
minimum, which is why 2/12 is the correct minimum value.

6. While trenching and excavating, OSHA requires that materials stored near
the trench or excavation be at least of the trench or excavation.

A 2ft
B. 4 ft
C.3ft
D. 1 ft

The main concept is keeping materials and spoil away from the edge of a trench to prevent hazards from
cave-ins or falling loads. OSHA requires that materials stored near the trench be kept at least two feet from the
edge. This minimum spacing helps ensure that spoil piles, equipment, and other loads can't slide or topple into
the trench, keeps the trench face stable, and provides space for safe entry, exit, and operation around the trench.
The other distances aren't the standard minimum: one foot is too close, and three or four feet exceed the
minimum without changing the required safety baseline.
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7. When excavating, what problem does water in the trench create?
A. puddling
B. unstable soil
C. makes it unrippable

D. makes the trench too wide

Water in the trench weakens the soil, reducing its shear strength and adding hydrostatic pressure against the
walls. This combination makes the trench unstable and prone to collapse. That instability is the key hazard
created by water, so the best description is unstable soil. Puddling is related but more about muddy, waterlogged
pockets, while the other options don't capture the main danger—water doesn't widen the trench or make the soil
unrippable.

8. PSF stands for which phrase in structural design?
A. Pounds per square foot
B. Pounds per square footage
C. Pounds per square foot measurement

D. Pounds per square foundation

The main concept here is that PSF is a unit of load or pressure expressed as pounds of force on each square foot
of area. In structural design, this is used to specify how much weight a floor, beam, or other element must carry
per square foot. The standard phrase is pounds per square foot. The other options don't fit because they use
awkward or incorrect wording—"“square footage” isn't the unit naming, adding “measurement” isn't part of the
term, and “foundation” changes the meaning entirely. So PSF = pounds per square foot.

9. Where the roof and exterior walls come together, how much higher should
the exterior wall be than the roof on a built up roof ?

A. 40 inches
B. 10 inches
C. 30 inches
D. 20 inches

Parapet height around a built-up roof is the idea being tested. On a built-up roof, the exterior wall should extend
thirty inches above the roof surface to form a protective parapet. This height provides a proper edge condition
for flashing and weatherproofing, helps resist wind-driven rain at the roof line, and gives a safe, practical edge
for maintenance and coping installation. If the wall were much lower, there wouldn't be enough protection or a
suitable surface for flashing details; being much higher adds unnecessary cost without added functional benefit.
Thirty inches is the standard practice for achieving these edge conditions.
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10. What type of connection should be used when an I-joist and a beam
meet?

A. Joist hanger

B. Metal hurricane clips
C. Metal framing ties
D. Railing Tie

When an I-joist meets a beam, use a purpose-built joist hanger. This connector is designed to receive the end of
the I-joist and fasten it securely to the supporting beam, transferring the load straight down and preventing
rotation or shifting. Joist hangers are manufactured to fit I-joist flanges and depths, and they come with the
appropriate fasteners specified for this connection, ensuring proper bearing and alignment. The other options
aren't correct for this application. Hurricane clips are intended to resist wind uplift at roof connections, not to
transfer flooring loads where an I-joist sits on a beam. Metal framing ties are general connectors used in wall
framing or other assemblies and don't provide the secure, load-transfer connection required between an I-joist
and a beam. Railing ties are for railing systems and have no role in floor framing connections.




Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://b361contractortrade.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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