
AWS Technical Essentials
Practice (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://awstechnicalessentials.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://awstechnicalessentials.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://awstechnicalessentials.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. You can use a list or a map to create and store which type
of document?
A. DSON
B. JSON
C. MASON
D. RASON

2. Which format is used by applications to encode binary
values for processing in DynamoDB?
A. Basic36 format
B. Base64 format
C. Base54 format
D. Basic24 format

3. What does AWS provide?
A. A cloud computing platform offering various services
B. A development environment for mobile applications
C. An online marketplace for digital goods
D. A payment processing service

4. AWS Backup primarily functions to support which type of
data management?
A. Data encryption
B. Data backup
C. Data visualization
D. Data analytics

5. What service is primarily responsible for managing
relational databases in AWS?
A. AWS S3
B. AWS Redshift
C. AWS RDS
D. AWS Lambda
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6. How does AWS CodeDeploy function?
A. By analyzing software vulnerabilities
B. By automating software deployments
C. By managing database configurations
D. By optimizing server performance

7. What is Amazon EFS primarily used for?
A. Scalable virtual machine deployment
B. Elastic file storage for AWS Cloud services and on-premises

resources
C. Database management using SQL
D. Load balancing web traffic

8. How does AWS ensure data protection in Glacier?
A. By using encryption and data redundancy
B. Through manual backups only
C. By limiting data access to administrators
D. By regular audits of data usage

9. What mechanism does AWS provide to manage user
permissions and access?
A. CloudWatch Logs
B. Identity and Access Management (IAM)
C. AWS Shield
D. Simple Notification Service (SNS)

10. Which of the following is a concept of DynamoDB?
A. Secondary Key
B. Tertiary Key
C. Primary Key
D. Index Key
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. C
6. B
7. B
8. A
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. You can use a list or a map to create and store which type
of document?
A. DSON
B. JSON
C. MASON
D. RASON

The correct answer is JSON because it stands for JavaScript Object Notation, which is a
lightweight data interchange format that is easy for humans to read and write, and easy
for machines to parse and generate. A JSON document consists of key-value pairs and
arrays, which can be represented using lists or maps. In programming, lists can be used
to handle arrays, while maps (or dictionaries) are suitable for representing objects with
keys and values. Therefore, using lists and maps is an effective way to create and store
JSON data structures.  The other options, such as DSON, MASON, and RASON, are not
standard formats recognized in data interchange and do not have the same widespread
support or utility as JSON. JSON is commonly used in web APIs, configuration files, and
data storage solutions, making it the preferred choice in this context.

2. Which format is used by applications to encode binary
values for processing in DynamoDB?
A. Basic36 format
B. Base64 format
C. Base54 format
D. Basic24 format

The correct choice is Base64 format, which is used by applications to encode binary
values for processing in DynamoDB. Base64 encoding converts binary data into a text
representation, which makes it easier to handle and transmit over various platforms that
may not support raw binary data. This is particularly important because many data
formats and communication protocols are optimized for textual data rather than binary. 
DynamoDB supports storing binary data, such as images or other non-text files. To
effectively manage and interact with this binary data, the Base64 encoding ensures that
it can be safely transmitted and processed without loss or corruption. It encodes the
binary information into a string format composed of ASCII characters, thus allowing
systems that may not be able to process raw binary data to still work with it effectively. 
The other options do not apply to the encoding method used in DynamoDB. Basic36,
Base54, and Basic24 formats do not exist as recognized standards for encoding binary
data, making them irrelevant to this context. Hence, Base64 is the correct and most
commonly used format for encoding binary values in DynamoDB interactions.
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3. What does AWS provide?
A. A cloud computing platform offering various services
B. A development environment for mobile applications
C. An online marketplace for digital goods
D. A payment processing service

AWS, or Amazon Web Services, is primarily a comprehensive cloud computing platform
that provides a wide array of services. This includes computing power, storage options,
networking capabilities, machine learning tools, database management, and even
Internet of Things (IoT) services, among others. The versatility of AWS allows businesses
and developers to build and scale applications quickly and efficiently without the
overhead of managing their own physical servers.  The other options, while they may
describe certain functionalities or products offered by different companies, do not
encapsulate the full scope of what AWS provides. For instance, while there might be
mobile application development services hosted on AWS, it is not primarily a
development environment for mobile applications. An online marketplace for digital
goods and a payment processing service are also specialized functions that do not
represent the complete and diverse offerings of AWS.  By focusing on the breadth and
depth of its cloud services, AWS stands out as a leader in the cloud computing industry.

4. AWS Backup primarily functions to support which type of
data management?
A. Data encryption
B. Data backup
C. Data visualization
D. Data analytics

AWS Backup is specifically designed to enable organizations to automate and centralize
the management of data backups across various AWS services. Its primary function is to
protect data by creating backup copies and enabling data restoration in the event of loss
or corruption. This is especially important for maintaining data integrity and availability,
as it allows users to recover their data quickly and efficiently.  By streamlining the
backup process, AWS Backup helps organizations ensure compliance with regulatory
requirements, manage retention policies, and safeguard against accidental deletions or
disasters. It integrates with various AWS services and offers a consistent approach to
managing backups across cloud environments, thus solidifying its role as a dedicated
data backup solution.  In contrast, the other options refer to different aspects of data
management. Data encryption focuses on securing data against unauthorized access;
data visualization is about presenting data in graphical formats for better understanding;
and data analytics involves examining data sets to draw conclusions. None of these
categories are directly related to the core function of AWS Backup, which centers on data
backup and restoration.
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5. What service is primarily responsible for managing
relational databases in AWS?
A. AWS S3
B. AWS Redshift
C. AWS RDS
D. AWS Lambda

The service that is primarily responsible for managing relational databases in AWS is
AWS RDS, or Amazon Relational Database Service. RDS is designed to simplify the setup,
operation, and scaling of relational databases in the cloud. With RDS, users can easily
manage various database engines, including MySQL, PostgreSQL, Oracle, SQL Server,
and MariaDB, among others.  RDS offers several key features that enhance the database
management experience, such as automated backups, software patching, monitoring, and
scaling. It takes care of time-consuming administrative tasks, allowing developers and
database administrators to focus on their applications instead.  This service is
specifically tailored for relational databases, providing the necessary performance and
feature set required by such systems, unlike other options mentioned. For example, AWS
S3 is an object storage service suitable for storing and retrieving any amount of data,
including unstructured data. AWS Redshift is primarily a data warehousing solution
designed for analytical workloads rather than standard transactional relational database
operations. AWS Lambda, a serverless compute service, allows for running code in
response to events and does not specialize in database management.   Thus, AWS RDS is
the optimal choice for managing relational databases in AWS.

6. How does AWS CodeDeploy function?
A. By analyzing software vulnerabilities
B. By automating software deployments
C. By managing database configurations
D. By optimizing server performance

AWS CodeDeploy functions by automating software deployments, which is crucial in
modern application development workflows. This service enables developers to deploy
applications consistently across various compute services like Amazon EC2, AWS
Lambda, and on-premises servers.   By automating the deployment process, CodeDeploy
minimizes the risk of human error during deployments and allows for faster iterations
and updates to applications. Developers can define deployment configurations and
strategies, such as blue/green deployments or rolling updates, ensuring that new
application versions can be deployed seamlessly without downtime.   Automation
provided by CodeDeploy also extends to monitoring the deployment process, allowing
notifications and rollbacks in the event of failures, thus enhancing overall application
reliability and stability.
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7. What is Amazon EFS primarily used for?
A. Scalable virtual machine deployment
B. Elastic file storage for AWS Cloud services and on-premises

resources
C. Database management using SQL
D. Load balancing web traffic

Amazon EFS (Elastic File System) is primarily used as elastic file storage that can be
accessed by multiple AWS services and on-premises resources. It provides a fully
managed, scalable, and shared file storage solution that supports the Network File
System (NFS) protocol, allowing users to create and configure file systems without
worrying about the underlying infrastructure.   This capability makes EFS an excellent
choice for applications that require shared access to data, such as content management
systems, media processing workflows, and big data analytics. It automatically scales up
or down as you add or remove files, ensuring that you only pay for the storage you
actually use, which enhances its flexibility and cost-effectiveness.  In contrast, other
options do not accurately reflect the primary use case for EFS. Scalable virtual machine
deployment pertains to services like Amazon EC2, while database management is
typically associated with services like Amazon RDS or Amazon DynamoDB. Load
balancing web traffic is handled by services like Elastic Load Balancing, which distribute
incoming application traffic across multiple targets, such as EC2 instances. Each of these
options targets different functionalities within the AWS ecosystem, underscoring the
unique specialization of Amazon EFS in providing scalable file storage solutions.

8. How does AWS ensure data protection in Glacier?
A. By using encryption and data redundancy
B. Through manual backups only
C. By limiting data access to administrators
D. By regular audits of data usage

AWS ensures data protection in Glacier primarily through the use of encryption and data
redundancy. Encryption is applied both at rest and in transit, meaning that the data is
secured whether it is being stored or moving across networks. This ensures that
unauthorized users cannot easily access or understand the stored data, thereby
maintaining confidentiality.  Moreover, data redundancy is a key aspect of AWS’s
architecture. When data is stored in Glacier, it is automatically replicated across multiple
geographically isolated facilities. This redundancy protects data against loss due to
hardware failures or other issues that might affect a single storage location. Such
mechanisms enhance durability and availability, ensuring that data remains intact over
time, even in the face of unexpected events.  The other approaches mentioned, such as
manual backups, limiting access to administrators, and conducting regular audits,
typically comprise part of comprehensive data management strategies but do not
specifically address the inherent data protection features provided by Glacier itself.
Therefore, the use of encryption and data redundancy stands out as the primary means of
ensuring data protection in this storage solution.
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9. What mechanism does AWS provide to manage user
permissions and access?
A. CloudWatch Logs
B. Identity and Access Management (IAM)
C. AWS Shield
D. Simple Notification Service (SNS)

AWS provides Identity and Access Management (IAM) as the primary mechanism for
managing user permissions and access. IAM allows users to create and manage AWS
users and groups, and assign them specific permissions to access AWS resources
securely. It offers fine-grained access control, enabling you to specify the precise actions
that different users or groups can perform on various resources. With IAM, you can
implement principles of least privilege, ensuring that users have only the access
necessary to perform their job functions.  IAM also supports features such as multi-factor
authentication (MFA) for enhanced security, roles for granting temporary access to
resources, and policies written in JSON format that define permissions in a clear and
flexible manner. This comprehensive approach to managing user access is essential for
maintaining security and compliance in cloud environments.

10. Which of the following is a concept of DynamoDB?
A. Secondary Key
B. Tertiary Key
C. Primary Key
D. Index Key

DynamoDB is a fully managed NoSQL database service provided by AWS, and it uses the
concept of a primary key to uniquely identify each item in a table. The primary key can be
either a single attribute, known as a partition key, or it can consist of two attributes,
known as a composite key, which includes both a partition key and a sort key.  The
primary key serves as a way to ensure the uniqueness of items stored in the database and
helps in efficiently distributing data across partitions for scalability and performance.
When designing a DynamoDB table, clearly defining the primary key is crucial, as it
directly impacts data access patterns and the overall design of the application.  While
secondary keys, or secondary indexes, allow for querying the data using attributes that
are not part of the primary key, these concepts are expansions of the primary key
mechanism. The other choices like tertiary key and index key are not standard concepts
defined within the DynamoDB framework, making the primary key the most foundational
and critical aspect of DynamoDB's data model.

Sample study guide, visit https://awstechnicalessentials.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 15

SA
M

PLE



Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://awstechnicalessentials.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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