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1. What action should scaffolders take if they need to work in
a high-voltage area?
A. Work only during daylight hours
B. Disconnect from the power supply
C. Wear insulated gloves
D. Secure an access permit from the relevant authority

2. What is the consequence of not securing a static line
properly after tensioning?
A. Increased work efficiency
B. Potential safety hazards
C. Improved access to the hoist
D. Lower installation time

3. What is the correct tie spacing for an unsheeted scaffold,
where not otherwise specified?
A. Every second bay, every first lift
B. Every third bay, every second lift and at the ends
C. Every fourth bay, every third lift
D. Every second bay, at random intervals

4. When should scaffold materials be replaced?
A. Every year during the annual inspection
B. When defects are discovered during inspections
C. Only when workers report issues
D. Materials never need to be replaced

5. What is the minimum bay width (in mm) for a medium-duty
working platform?
A. 600mm
B. 675mm
C. 750mm
D. 800mm
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6. What can be a potential consequence of failing to comply
with scaffolding safety standards?
A. A. Increased efficiency during operations
B. B. Legal penalties and increased insurance costs
C. C. Improved worker performance
D. D. More rapid project completion

7. How many scaffold lifts can a portable ladder service?
A. 1 lift
B. 2 lifts
C. 3 lifts
D. 4 lifts

8. Which of the following is NOT a safety procedure during
scaffolding erection?
A. Risk assessment
B. Confined space training
C. Weekly cleaning of tools
D. Safe work method statement

9. What condition is associated with scaffold tubes that may
make them unsafe?
A. Flame cut
B. Paint peeling
C. Compression
D. Unusual color

10. Which of the following is a visual indicator used to
identify overhead powerlines?
A. Safety cones
B. Powerline markers balls
C. Warning signs
D. Reflective tape
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Answers

5Sample study guide. Visit https://australiabasicscaffolding.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. D
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What action should scaffolders take if they need to work in
a high-voltage area?
A. Work only during daylight hours
B. Disconnect from the power supply
C. Wear insulated gloves
D. Secure an access permit from the relevant authority

When working in a high-voltage area, scaffolders should secure an access permit from
the relevant authority. This is essential because high-voltage environments pose
significant safety risks, including the potential for electric shock and other hazards.
Obtaining an access permit ensures that all necessary safety protocols are followed and
that the area is properly assessed for risks. The relevant authority will evaluate the
situation and verify that safe conditions are established before any work can commence. 
This step is crucial in ensuring compliance with regulatory requirements and safety
standards that govern work practices in potentially hazardous environments. The access
permit often involves consultation with electrical professionals who can provide guidance
on site safety measures, such as isolating power sources or confirming that the work area
is clear of live electrical hazards.

2. What is the consequence of not securing a static line
properly after tensioning?
A. Increased work efficiency
B. Potential safety hazards
C. Improved access to the hoist
D. Lower installation time

Not securing a static line properly after tensioning can lead to potential safety hazards,
which is the core reason why this practice is critical in scaffolding operations. A static
line, often referred to as a fall arrest line, is designed to prevent workers from falling
during various tasks at height. If this line is not properly secured, it may not provide the
necessary support in the event of a fall, increasing the risk of injury or worse. 
Additionally, an unsecured static line may sag or shift unexpectedly, which can create
dangerous situations for workers around it and those who may be working at different
levels on the scaffold. Properly tensioning and securing these lines ensures that they
remain effective in their primary purpose of protecting workers and maintaining a safe
work environment. This aspect of safety is paramount in construction and scaffolding,
emphasizing that maintaining secure lines is fundamental to preventing accidents and
promoting safe working conditions.
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3. What is the correct tie spacing for an unsheeted scaffold,
where not otherwise specified?
A. Every second bay, every first lift
B. Every third bay, every second lift and at the ends
C. Every fourth bay, every third lift
D. Every second bay, at random intervals

The correct tie spacing for an unsheeted scaffold is specified as every third bay, every
second lift, and at the ends. This guideline ensures adequate stability and safety for the
scaffold structure. Ties are crucial because they help to stabilize the scaffold against
lateral forces such as wind and prevent it from tipping over or swaying during use.  In the
case of unsheeted scaffolds, wind forces can exert significant pressure on the structure,
and having appropriate tie spacing helps to distribute this load more effectively. By tying
the scaffold at every third bay, it allows for a structural balance while ensuring that the
ties are not spaced too far apart, which could compromise stability. Tying at every second
lift means that the ties are distributed vertically as well, further enhancing stability.  The
specification to tie at the ends also reinforces the structure's capacity to withstand forces
acting on it from various angles, which is essential for safety during use.

4. When should scaffold materials be replaced?
A. Every year during the annual inspection
B. When defects are discovered during inspections
C. Only when workers report issues
D. Materials never need to be replaced

Scaffold materials should be replaced when defects are discovered during inspections
because this ensures the safety and integrity of the scaffolding system. Regular
inspections are essential to identify any signs of wear, damage, or deterioration that
could compromise the scaffold's structural integrity. Promptly replacing defective
materials ensures that workers have a safe environment to perform their tasks. Waiting
for annual inspections or only relying on workers to report issues may lead to prolonged
use of unsafe materials, increasing the risk of accidents and injuries. Therefore, the
focus on immediate replacement upon discovering defects underscores the commitment
to maintaining high safety standards in construction environments.

9Sample study guide. Visit https://australiabasicscaffolding.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



5. What is the minimum bay width (in mm) for a medium-duty
working platform?
A. 600mm
B. 675mm
C. 750mm
D. 800mm

The minimum bay width for a medium-duty working platform is established to ensure
proper safety and functionality for workers using the scaffolding system. A width of
675mm is specified as it provides enough space for workers and their equipment to
operate safely without the risk of falling or overcrowding.   This width is consistent with
industry regulations, which are designed to support the safe movement and placement of
materials and tools while accommodating workers in a stable environment. Adequate bay
widths also help distribute load effectively across the scaffolding structure, minimizing
the risk of structural failure.   When working with scaffolding, it's crucial to meet or
exceed these specifications to maintain safety standards on construction sites. Thus,
specifications like a 675mm minimum bay width are part of broader guidelines to protect
workers and ensure an efficient workflow.

6. What can be a potential consequence of failing to comply
with scaffolding safety standards?
A. A. Increased efficiency during operations
B. B. Legal penalties and increased insurance costs
C. C. Improved worker performance
D. D. More rapid project completion

Failing to comply with scaffolding safety standards can lead to legal penalties and
increased insurance costs. This consequence arises because not adhering to established
safety regulations can result in accidents or injuries on the job site. Such incidents often
lead to investigations and potential legal action, which can include fines or other
penalties imposed by regulatory authorities. Additionally, insurance companies may raise
premiums or deny coverage altogether if it is determined that safety standards were not
followed. This highlights the critical importance of maintaining compliance with safety
standards to protect not only the wellbeing of workers but also the financial and legal
standing of the company involved.   The other options do not accurately reflect the
consequences of non-compliance with safety standards. Increased efficiency, improved
worker performance, and more rapid project completion are outcomes that may be
expected from well-implemented safety practices, not the result of failing to adhere to
safety protocols.
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7. How many scaffold lifts can a portable ladder service?
A. 1 lift
B. 2 lifts
C. 3 lifts
D. 4 lifts

The correct response to the question regarding how many scaffold lifts a portable ladder
can service is based on industry standards and safety regulations. Typically, a portable
ladder is designed to safely provide access to two scaffold lifts. This setup ensures that
workers can ascend to the second level while maintaining safe and stable footing.   In
practice, having access to two lifts allows for an effective work routine, enabling tasks to
be completed at different heights without compromising safety. It's crucial for
scaffolding systems to adhere to safety guidelines, ensuring the safety of workers and the
integrity of the scaffolding structure.   While a ladder might physically reach higher
levels, only servicing two lifts helps prevent overreach and instability, reducing risks
associated with falls and accidents on construction sites.

8. Which of the following is NOT a safety procedure during
scaffolding erection?
A. Risk assessment
B. Confined space training
C. Weekly cleaning of tools
D. Safe work method statement

The focus of safety procedures during scaffolding erection is on ensuring the safety of
workers and the integrity of the structure being erected. Weekly cleaning of tools, while
important for maintenance and preventing accidents, is not directly related to the safety
procedures specific to the erection of scaffolding.   Risk assessments, confined space
training, and safe work method statements are critical components of scaffolding safety.
Risk assessments help identify potential hazards before work begins, while confined
space training ensures that workers understand how to safely work in environments
where scaffolding may be placed in limited access areas. Safe work method statements
outline the specific procedures and precautions that need to be taken for a particular
task, ensuring that all workers are informed and aligned on safety practices.  In contrast,
while maintaining clean tools is beneficial for overall workplace safety, it does not
specifically address the unique risks and safety protocols involved in the scaffolding
erection process. Thus, it stands out as not being a direct safety procedure during this
stage of work.
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9. What condition is associated with scaffold tubes that may
make them unsafe?
A. Flame cut
B. Paint peeling
C. Compression
D. Unusual color

Flame cutting is a process used to cut metallic materials with a high-temperature flame.
Scaffold tubes that have been flame cut can present significant safety hazards. This is
because the flame cutting may weaken the structural integrity of the tubes, leading to
potential failure under load. The heat can cause changes to the metal's properties,
resulting in reduced strength or brittleness. Therefore, scaffold tubes that have been
subjected to flame cutting may not be able to support the weight and forces they are
intended to, making them unsafe for use in scaffolding.  Other conditions such as paint
peeling, compression, or unusual color do not inherently indicate a critical structural
weakness in the same way that flame cutting does. While they might hint at other issues
or environmental factors affecting the scaffolding, they do not directly compromise the
physical integrity of the tubes like flame cutting does. For example, paint peeling could
suggest corrosion, but it doesn't guarantee that the metal has been weakened
structurally. Compression might point towards a loading issue, but it doesn't alone make
the scaffolding unsafe unless it leads to buckling or failure. Unusual color could indicate
a change in surface treatment or exposure to weather, but it does not necessarily reflect
on structural safety.

10. Which of the following is a visual indicator used to
identify overhead powerlines?
A. Safety cones
B. Powerline markers balls
C. Warning signs
D. Reflective tape

Powerline marker balls are specifically designed as visual indicators to enhance the
visibility of overhead powerlines, particularly in areas where they may pose a risk to
aircraft or individuals working at heights. These large, typically orange or white balls are
suspended on the power lines to alert people to their presence, thereby reducing the
likelihood of accidents related to contact with the lines.  While safety cones, warning
signs, and reflective tape are also used for various safety indications and traffic control,
they do not specifically serve the purpose of indicating the presence of overhead
powerlines. Safety cones are usually used to mark off hazardous areas on the ground,
warning signs are for general caution or specific dangers, and reflective tape is employed
to enhance visibility in low-light conditions but does not inherently indicate the presence
of powerlines. The specialized function of marker balls makes them the correct choice for
identifying overhead powerlines effectively.
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