
ATP 3-21.8: Infantry Rifle
Platoon and Squads –
Tactics Practice Test
(Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://atp3to218tactics.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://atp3to218tactics.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://atp3to218tactics.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What is the purpose of a patrol base?
A. To serve as a fallback position
B. To set up a security perimeter during an extended halt
C. To facilitate enemy observation and intel gathering
D. To coordinate with logistics units

2. Layered defense in military operations is characterized by
what primary function?
A. A single line of defense
B. Multiple lines providing redundancy
C. Quick response forces
D. Heavy artillery support

3. What is the purpose of fire commands in military
operations?
A. To issue orders for troop movement
B. To focus and distribute fires against enemy targets
C. To manage supply logistics
D. To conduct medical evacuation

4. Which of the following best highlights the importance of
fire commands during battle?
A. They are optional based on the scenario
B. They are crucial for effective warfare execution
C. They can replace technical weapons systems
D. They are primarily for commanding officers only

5. Which of the following is NOT an event included in the
order of attack?
A. Movement to the LD
B. Consolidation and reorganization
C. Withdrawal to safety
D. Assembly area (AA)
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6. Which tasks are encompassed within the term 'decisive
action' in an infantry context?
A. Logistical support and intelligence gathering
B. Offensive, defensive, and stability operations
C. Training and mentorship of junior soldiers
D. Diplomatic negotiations during conflict

7. What is the goal of a leader’s reconnaissance?
A. Confirm the condition of the objective
B. Determine the best route for a patrol
C. Identify enemy positions
D. Develop a logistics plan

8. What does the 'Information' aspect of PMESII-PT
encompass?
A. Types of information warfare strategies
B. Control of information sources and communication channels
C. Only military intelligence reports
D. Analysis of media influence on public perception

9. What characteristic is essential for sustainment at the
infantry platoon level?
A. Flexibility
B. Stability
C. Accountability
D. Durability

10. Which class of supplies includes repair parts?
A. Class VII
B. Class IX
C. Class X
D. Class II
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. B
7. A
8. B
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the purpose of a patrol base?
A. To serve as a fallback position
B. To set up a security perimeter during an extended halt
C. To facilitate enemy observation and intel gathering
D. To coordinate with logistics units

The purpose of a patrol base is primarily to set up a security perimeter during an
extended halt. This allows soldiers to rest, conduct necessary resupply and maintenance,
and plan for future operations while providing security against potential enemy threats.
The establishment of a patrol base ensures that the unit can monitor the surrounding
area and maintain situational awareness, which is crucial in a combat environment. 
Creating a secure area enables the unit to remain vigilant and prepared for any potential
enemy activity that may occur during their downtime. A well-chosen patrol base allows
for effective concealment and protection from detection by the enemy, which helps
maintain operational security and reduces vulnerability.  While fallback positions,
logistics coordination, and intelligence gathering are important aspects of military
operations, they are not the primary purpose of a patrol base. Instead, the focus is on
maintaining security and readiness, making option B the correct choice.

2. Layered defense in military operations is characterized by
what primary function?
A. A single line of defense
B. Multiple lines providing redundancy
C. Quick response forces
D. Heavy artillery support

Layered defense in military operations is characterized by multiple lines providing
redundancy. This concept involves establishing several distinct defensive positions or
barriers, each intended to protect against an enemy advance. The primary function of a
layered defense is to create a robust and flexible framework that enhances survivability
and increases the likelihood of successfully repelling an attack.   By having multiple lines
of defense, forces can absorb and slow down an assault, providing time for
reinforcements to respond or for a counter-attack to be organized. Each layer can be
designed to engage the enemy at different stages of their advance, and if one line is
breached, there are additional layers available to continue the defense. This redundancy
ensures that even if one layer of defense is compromised, the overall defensive strategy
remains intact, allowing for continued resistance and the ability to regain the initiative. 
This structure is essential in maintaining operational effectiveness, managing resources,
and mitigating potential vulnerabilities within the defense.
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3. What is the purpose of fire commands in military
operations?
A. To issue orders for troop movement
B. To focus and distribute fires against enemy targets
C. To manage supply logistics
D. To conduct medical evacuation

Fire commands are essential in military operations to ensure effective communication
regarding the engagement of enemy targets. The primary purpose of fire commands is to
focus and distribute fires, meaning they help coordinate the use of weapon systems, such
as artillery, mortars, or direct fire weapons, to effectively suppress or neutralize enemy
forces. This coordination allows for precision and control over the battlefield, ensuring
that friendly forces are not harmed and that the maximum effect is achieved against the
enemy.  The importance of fire commands lies in their role in providing clear and concise
instructions that facilitate timely and accurate fire support, enabling units to maintain
the initiative in combat situations. By deploying fire commands, leaders can direct the
firepower at the right target at the right time, which is crucial for mission success.  In
contrast, other options, such as issuing orders for troop movement, managing supply
logistics, or conducting medical evacuation, do not pertain to the primary function of fire
commands. Those activities are vital aspects of military operations but serve different
purposes, focusing on maneuver, support, and care for personnel rather than the tactical
engagement of the enemy with firepower.

4. Which of the following best highlights the importance of
fire commands during battle?
A. They are optional based on the scenario
B. They are crucial for effective warfare execution
C. They can replace technical weapons systems
D. They are primarily for commanding officers only

Fire commands play a vital role in ensuring effective communication and coordination
during combat operations. They are not merely suggestions; rather, they are essential for
the successful execution of tactics in the field. Fire commands provide clear, concise
instructions that help units engage the enemy effectively, manage resources efficiently,
and minimize fratricide while maximizing the impact on target.  These commands
streamline the decision-making process under pressure and ensure that all team
members understand their roles and responsibilities in the heat of battle. By establishing
a standardized approach to issuing fire commands, units can maintain clarity in chaotic
environments, allowing for better synchronization of fire support and maneuver
elements. Thus, the correct answer illustrates the fundamental nature of fire commands
as critical components of military operations, emphasizing that effective warfare
execution hinges on their proper use.
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5. Which of the following is NOT an event included in the
order of attack?
A. Movement to the LD
B. Consolidation and reorganization
C. Withdrawal to safety
D. Assembly area (AA)

The correct answer is the withdrawal to safety, as it is not typically included in the order
of attack. The order of attack primarily focuses on the events and phases necessary to
successfully execute an assault on a target, which includes planning for movement to the
Line of Departure (LD), ensuring units are ready at the assembly area (AA), and outlining
steps for consolidation and reorganization after the assault.  Withdrawal to safety is
generally a separate tactical maneuver that occurs in response to a situation where a unit
needs to disengage from combat and reposition to a secure area. It is not a pre-planned
part of the attack order but rather a reactive measure that might occur in the event of
overwhelming enemy fire or achieving the mission's objectives. Thus, it does not fit into
the structured planning of an attack, making it the correct choice for this question.

6. Which tasks are encompassed within the term 'decisive
action' in an infantry context?
A. Logistical support and intelligence gathering
B. Offensive, defensive, and stability operations
C. Training and mentorship of junior soldiers
D. Diplomatic negotiations during conflict

The term 'decisive action' in an infantry context primarily refers to the three core
operations that ground forces use to achieve military objectives: offensive, defensive, and
stability operations. Offensive operations are aimed at defeating the enemy and gaining
control of terrain. Defensive operations focus on protecting friendly forces and denying
enemy advantages. Stability operations are conducted to maintain or restore order in
areas affected by conflict and engage with the local populace to foster a stable
environment.  Choosing this option underscores the Army's conceptual framework on
how infantry units strategize and conduct warfare to achieve desired end states in
various operational environments. It reflects a thorough understanding of military
operations and the multiple dimensions in which infantry can operate to secure victory in
combat scenarios.   The other options, while relevant to military operations in various
aspects, do not capture the essence of decisive action as defined in military doctrine.
Logistical support and intelligence gathering, for instance, are critical but are more
supportive functions rather than central to the direct application of combat power.
Training and mentorship of junior soldiers is essential for professional development
within the Army but does not fit the immediate operational context of decisive actions in
engagement with enemies. Lastly, diplomatic negotiations, while important during the
overall scope of military operations, occur outside the direct battlefields of offensive,
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7. What is the goal of a leader’s reconnaissance?
A. Confirm the condition of the objective
B. Determine the best route for a patrol
C. Identify enemy positions
D. Develop a logistics plan

The goal of a leader’s reconnaissance is to confirm the condition of the objective. This
process is crucial for effective planning and execution of operations. By confirming the
condition of the objective, leaders can ascertain critical factors such as the enemy’s
presence, terrain features, potential obstacles, and any changes that may have occurred
since initial intelligence was gathered. This verification allows leaders to adjust their
tactics accordingly, ensuring that they have the most accurate and up-to-date
information to inform their decision-making.  While determining the best route for a
patrol, identifying enemy positions, and developing a logistics plan are important aspects
of military operations, they are often outcomes or components that result from the
overall goal of confirming the objective's condition. A thorough reconnaissance enables
leaders to make informed decisions about these other aspects, but the primary focus
during reconnaissance is to ensure a clear understanding of the objective itself.

8. What does the 'Information' aspect of PMESII-PT
encompass?
A. Types of information warfare strategies
B. Control of information sources and communication channels
C. Only military intelligence reports
D. Analysis of media influence on public perception

The 'Information' aspect of PMESII-PT encompasses the control of information sources
and communication channels. This includes understanding how information is generated,
disseminated, and manipulated across various platforms. Effective control over these
sources allows military and operational planners to influence perceptions, manage
narratives, and ensure that accurate and timely information is provided to both their
forces and the public.   In the context of a military operation, the ability to manage
information is critical, as it can affect operations, strategic communication, and even the
morale of both enemy and friendly forces. By controlling information flow, leaders can
counter misinformation, shape the environment, and influence decision-making at
multiple levels.   The other options, while relevant to the broader discussion of
information in military operations, do not capture the full scope of the 'Information'
aspect within PMESII-PT. For example, types of information warfare strategies or
analysis of media influence focus on particular elements of information operations rather
than the overarching control of information sources and communication channels.
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9. What characteristic is essential for sustainment at the
infantry platoon level?
A. Flexibility
B. Stability
C. Accountability
D. Durability

Flexibility is essential for sustainment at the infantry platoon level because it allows
leaders to adapt to changing situations and operational environments. In combat, the
need to respond to the dynamics of the battlefield can vary significantly. Unforeseen
circumstances, such as shifts in enemy tactics, alterations in terrain, and the
unavailability of necessary supply routes, require units to adjust their logistics and
resupply plans promptly.  A flexible approach to sustainment ensures that the infantry
platoon can maintain operational effectiveness, even amid chaos. It encompasses the
ability to modify supply routes, change resupply schedules, and adjust the allocation of
resources as conditions evolve. This adaptability contributes to uninterrupted support for
combat operations, which is crucial for maintaining morale and combat readiness.  While
stability, accountability, and durability are important characteristics, they may not
provide the same level of responsiveness needed in the rapidly changing environment of
infantry operations. Flexibility directly supports the platoon's ability to sustain itself in
various circumstances, which is why it is viewed as the most critical characteristic at this
level.

10. Which class of supplies includes repair parts?
A. Class VII
B. Class IX
C. Class X
D. Class II

Class IX supplies consist of repair parts and components necessary to maintain and
repair equipment. This classification is crucial for sustaining operational readiness, as it
ensures that infantry units have access to the parts required to fix vehicles, weapons
systems, and other equipment that may experience wear and tear in the field.   Repair
parts are essential not only for preventative maintenance but also for quick repairs to
minimize downtime during missions. This distinction is vital for logistical planning and
ensuring that units can remain effective in a combat environment.  While Class VII
encompasses major end items of equipment (like tanks and vehicles) and Class X refers
to non-military programs that include supplies for humanitarian or other operational
needs, these classes do not specifically focus on the parts needed for repairs. Class II
deals with clothing and individual equipment, further clarifying that they are not related
to repair parts utilized by units in the field.
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