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1. How should a notary public handle a situation where a
signer does not understand the document?
A. Ignore the situation and proceed
B. Ensure the signer comprehends and suggest seeking legal

advice
C. Only notarize if the signer signs anyway
D. Contact a lawyer on behalf of the signer

2. In which colors can you get a notary stamp?
A. Black and blue
B. Blue and green
C. Green and red
D. Red and black

3. Can Arkansas notaries charge for their services?
A. Yes, they are allowed to charge fees
B. No, they are prohibited from charging
C. Only if the service is complex
D. Only if pre-approved by a state official

4. What is a notary's primary role during notarization?
A. To draft legal documents
B. To verify the identity and competence of the signer
C. To provide legal advice
D. To prepare the notarial certificate

5. Which document can a disinterested third party not sign
for someone who cannot sign?
A. Legal contracts
B. Estate wills
C. Medical consent forms
D. Documents requiring notarization
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6. What is a Common Law Notary?
A. A notary that follows the traditional laws and practices

governing notarization.
B. A notary trained in modern legal practices.
C. A notary who only performs digital notarizations.
D. A notary who is recognized internationally.

7. What is the consequence of failing to notarize a document
correctly?
A. The document may be considered invalid
B. There will be no consequence
C. The notary can be fined
D. The client may be banned from future notarizations

8. What is an essential requirement for a notary's journal?
A. To record only fees charged
B. To document all notarizations performed
C. To list all signers’ personal details
D. To summarize notary legislation

9. Who can sign a document on behalf of a person who cannot
sign?
A. A disinterested third party with 2 disinterested witnesses
B. A family member with 2 witnesses
C. An attorney with the legal authority
D. A friend with 2 witnesses

10. What must a notary public stamp include?
A. The notary's phone number
B. The commission expiration date
C. The notary's office address
D. The state of issue

4Sample study guide. Visit https://arkansasnotary.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. A
4. B
5. D
6. A
7. A
8. B
9. A
10. B

6Sample study guide. Visit https://arkansasnotary.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Explanations
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1. How should a notary public handle a situation where a
signer does not understand the document?
A. Ignore the situation and proceed
B. Ensure the signer comprehends and suggest seeking legal

advice
C. Only notarize if the signer signs anyway
D. Contact a lawyer on behalf of the signer

In situations where a signer does not understand a document, the notary public has an
obligation to ensure that the signer comprehends the content of what they are signing. It
is essential for the notary to foster an environment where informed consent is achieved.
By suggesting that the signer seek legal advice, the notary prioritizes the signer's
understanding and legality of the document.   This approach also protects the notary
from potential liability, as notarizing a document without ensuring the signer’s
understanding could lead to disputes over the document’s validity later on. It
demonstrates the notary's professional responsibility and commitment to ethical
practices – ensuring that the signer is fully aware of their rights and obligations before
executing the document.   In contrast, disregarding the signer’s lack of understanding
and proceeding with the notarization, or only notarizing if the signer insists, overlooks
the fundamental duty of ensuring informed consent. Moreover, contacting a lawyer on
behalf of the signer may not be appropriate as it could imply providing legal advice,
which is outside the scope of a notary’s role.

2. In which colors can you get a notary stamp?
A. Black and blue
B. Blue and green
C. Green and red
D. Red and black

Notary stamps are typically required to be in black or blue ink in order to be valid.
Therefore, options B, C, and D are incorrect as they include incorrect ink colors. It is
important to check state regulations and guidelines to confirm the specific ink color
requirements for notary stamps.

3. Can Arkansas notaries charge for their services?
A. Yes, they are allowed to charge fees
B. No, they are prohibited from charging
C. Only if the service is complex
D. Only if pre-approved by a state official

In Arkansas, notaries are indeed allowed to charge fees for their services. This is
supported by state law, which provides notaries the authority to set their own fees within
certain guidelines. The Arkansas Secretary of State has established maximum fees that
notaries can charge, ensuring that standard practices are followed while permitting
flexibility for the notary.   This setup allows notaries to be compensated for their time
and the responsibilities they undertake during the notarization process, which can
include verifying identities, witnessing signatures, and ensuring all procedures are
followed correctly. Charging for services helps sustain the operational aspect of notary
work, addressing the needs of both the notary and the clients they serve.
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4. What is a notary's primary role during notarization?
A. To draft legal documents
B. To verify the identity and competence of the signer
C. To provide legal advice
D. To prepare the notarial certificate

The primary role of a notary during the notarization process is to verify the identity and
competence of the signer. This involves ensuring that the individual appears before the
notary willingly and is aware of the contents of the document they are signing. The
notary must confirm that the signer is who they claim to be, typically by examining an
acceptable form of identification, which helps prevent fraud and protects the integrity of
the notarization process.  Notaries are not responsible for drafting legal documents or
providing legal advice, as these actions could constitute the unauthorized practice of law.
Additionally, while preparing the notarial certificate is a part of a notary's duties, it is
secondary to the critical task of verifying the identity and competence of the individual
signing the document. This verification process is vital to maintaining the public trust in
notarial acts.

5. Which document can a disinterested third party not sign
for someone who cannot sign?
A. Legal contracts
B. Estate wills
C. Medical consent forms
D. Documents requiring notarization

A disinterested third party must be impartial and not have any financial interest in the
transaction being executed. Legal contracts, estate wills, and medical consent forms may
all require a third party to witness and sign, but the third party must not be
disinterested. A notarization, on the other hand, requires the notary public to act as a
disinterested third party to verify the identity of the person signing and ensure they are
not being coerced or under duress. Therefore, a disinterested third party cannot sign a
document that requires notarization on behalf of someone who cannot sign.
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6. What is a Common Law Notary?
A. A notary that follows the traditional laws and practices

governing notarization.
B. A notary trained in modern legal practices.
C. A notary who only performs digital notarizations.
D. A notary who is recognized internationally.

A Common Law Notary is best described as a notary who adheres to the traditional laws
and practices established for notarization. This role is rooted in the principles of
common law, which emphasize the importance of established customs and legal
precedents over statutory law. Therefore, a Common Law Notary operates within a
framework that follows the historical guidelines and practices surrounding notarization,
including the verification of identities, the witnessing of signatures, and the
administration of oaths.  This traditional approach to notarization often encompasses a
broad understanding of notarial duties that are recognized over time and are consistent
with legal customs. It places value on the integrity and authenticity of the notarization
process, ensuring that the crucial elements of trust, impartiality, and accountability are
upheld as they have been throughout the history of notarial practice.  In contrast, other
options suggest concepts that either limit the scope of practice or focus on different
aspects of notarization. For instance, a notary trained in modern legal practices might
incorporate contemporary techniques or technology rather than the common law
traditions. Similarly, focusing solely on digital notarizations or international recognition
does not align with the foundational principles that define a Common Law Notary's
responsibilities and authority. Thus, the correct description of a Common Law Notary
emphasizes the

7. What is the consequence of failing to notarize a document
correctly?
A. The document may be considered invalid
B. There will be no consequence
C. The notary can be fined
D. The client may be banned from future notarizations

When a document is not notarized correctly, it can lead to the document being
considered invalid. Notarization serves as a verification of the identity of the signers,
their willingness to sign, and their understanding of the document's content. If any
aspect of the notarization process is flawed—such as failure to identify the signer
properly, not completing the notarial certificate accurately, or neglecting to sign and
stamp the document—the integrity of the notarization is compromised.   As a result, the
validity of the document may be challenged, which can affect its legal enforceability. For
instance, contracts, wills, or other legal documents may not hold up in court if not
properly notarized, leading to complications for all involved parties.   While there are
other potential consequences of failing to notarize correctly, such as disciplinary actions
against the notary or issues for the client, these do not overshadow the fundamental
impact that incorrect notarization has on the document's validity.
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8. What is an essential requirement for a notary's journal?
A. To record only fees charged
B. To document all notarizations performed
C. To list all signers’ personal details
D. To summarize notary legislation

An essential requirement for a notary's journal is to document all notarizations
performed. This practice serves multiple purposes, primarily ensuring that there is a
clear and verifiable record of each notarial act conducted. Keeping meticulous records in
the journal protects both the notary and the public by providing a reliable account of the
transactions and the identities of the parties involved.   This documentation is crucial for
legal accountability and can serve as evidence in case of disputes regarding the notarial
acts or the authenticity of signatures. The details recorded typically include the date of
the notarization, the type of document, the names of the signers, and details about the
circumstances under which the notarization was performed.   While recording fees
charged and listing personal details of signers may be considered in some jurisdictions,
they do not encompass the primary function of the notary's journal, which is to provide a
comprehensive log of all notarizations. Summarizing notary legislation also does not
fulfill the primary purpose of the journal, as it focuses more on external knowledge than
on the actual notarial actions undertaken.

9. Who can sign a document on behalf of a person who cannot
sign?
A. A disinterested third party with 2 disinterested witnesses
B. A family member with 2 witnesses
C. An attorney with the legal authority
D. A friend with 2 witnesses

Context In order for a document to be legally binding, the person signing it must have
the mental capacity to understand and consent to its contents. If a person is unable to
sign the document themselves, then a legally authorized individual may sign on their
behalf. In this case, the answer is A because a disinterested third party does not have a
personal or financial interest in the matter, ensuring the document's validity.
Additionally, having 2 disinterested witnesses further strengthens the document's
validity, as they can attest to the signing process and the person's inability to sign. The
other options of a family member, attorney, or friend may have a personal or financial
interest in the matter, making their signature questionable and potentially invalidating
the document. It's important to note that the identity of the disinterested third party and
witnesses may vary depending on the specific requirements and regulations of the
document or jurisdiction. Therefore, option A is the correct answer in general and should
be followed after verifying the necessary criteria for the specific document.
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10. What must a notary public stamp include?
A. The notary's phone number
B. The commission expiration date
C. The notary's office address
D. The state of issue

The inclusion of the commission expiration date in a notary public's stamp is essential
because it provides critical information regarding the validity of the notary’s services.
Every notary public operates under a commission that allows them to perform notarial
acts, and this commission is typically valid for a specified period. By having the
expiration date on the stamp, parties involved can easily verify whether the notary's
authority is still active at the time of the notarization.  This practice helps prevent
potential legal issues or questions about the legitimacy of a signed document. If a
document is notarized after the expiration of the notary's commission, it may be deemed
unenforceable or held in question, making this particular detail vital for legal integrity in
notarial acts. Including the expiration date not only fosters transparency but also
protects the interests of all parties relying on the notary's verification.  Including other
options like the notary's phone number, office address, or state of issue might be
beneficial in certain contexts but are not required elements for the official notary stamp
under the Arkansas notary laws.
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