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1. Under what circumstance should a notary refuse to
notarize a document?

A. If the signer requests it

B. If the signer is not present or lacks satisfactory ID
C. If the document is in a foreign language

D. If the document is too lengthy

2. Which document is NOT typically a subject of notarization?
A. Affidavit
B. Marriage Certificate
C. Criminal Charges
D. Power of Attorney

3. How must a notary public sign their name on a document?
A. Any signature they choose
B. In a cursive style
C. Exactly as it appears on their notary commission
D. Using blue ink only

4. What should a notary do if they are unable to complete a
notarization?

A. Leave the signer unattended

B. Provide a refund for fees already paid

C. Document the reasons in their journal and inform the signer
D. Ask another notary to complete the notarization

5. May you notarize handwritten documents?
A. No
B. Yes

6. What is the minimum passing score for the Arkansas
Notary Practice Test?

A. 30 questions correct
B. 50 questions correct
C. 10 questions correct
D. 20 questions correct
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7. When is a notary allowed to refuse to notarize a document?
A. If there are too many signers present

B. If the signer does not understand the document or is being
coerced

C. If the document is not in English
D. If the signer appears underage

8. What must a notary ensure when acknowledging a
signature on a legal document?

A. Charge a fee

B. Check the document for errors

C. Ensure the signature matches the ID
D. Mail the document to the court

9. Which document can a disinterested third party not sign
for someone who cannot sign?

A. Legal contracts
B. Estate wills
C. Medical consent forms

D. Documents requiring notarization

10. What is the primary purpose of an official notary seal?
A. To make a document look official

B. To authenticate notarized documents and verify the authority
of the notary

C. To sign the notary’s name more quickly
D. To decorate the document
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Sample study guide. Visit https://arkansasnotary.examzify.com for the full version



1. Under what circumstance should a notary refuse to
notarize a document?

A. If the signer requests it
B. If the signer is not present or lacks satisfactory ID

C. If the document is in a foreign language
D. If the document is too lengthy

A notary should refuse to notarize a document if the signer is not present or lacks
satisfactory identification. This requirement is crucial because a notary's primary
responsibilities include verifying the identity of the individuals involved in the signing
process and ensuring that the signer is willing to sign the document knowingly and
willingly. If the signer is absent or cannot provide valid identification, the notary cannot
fulfill these duties, which protects the integrity of the notarial act and helps prevent
fraud. Each notarial act must be conducted with care to maintain the authenticity of the
signatures and the validity of the documents. Therefore, any situation that compromises
the ability to confirm the identity of the signer must prompt the notary to refuse the
notarization.

2. Which document is NOT typically a subject of notarization?
A. Affidavit
B. Marriage Certificate

C. Criminal Charges
D. Power of Attorney

The choice that identifies a document not typically subject to notarization is correct
because criminal charges are legal matters usually handled through court systems rather
than requiring notarization. They involve formal proceedings and legal processes that are
distinct from documents that may require a notary's acknowledgment. In contrast,
affidavits are written statements confirmed by oath or affirmation, which are frequently
notarized to verify the identity of the signer and the authenticity of the statement made.
Marriage certificates, on the other hand, are official records issued by the state after a
marriage ceremony is performed, which sometimes may be attached to a signed
document that requires notarization to validate it further. A power of attorney is a legal
document where one person grants another the authority to act on their behalf,
commonly needing notarization to ensure that it is executed properly and to confirm the
identity of the individual granting that power. Understanding these distinctions is
fundamental in recognizing the role of a notary in various legal processes.
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3. How must a notary public sign their name on a document?
A. Any signature they choose
B. In a cursive style

C. Exactly as it appears on their notary commission
D. Using blue ink only

A notary public must sign their name on a document exactly as it appears on their notary
commission. This requirement is crucial for maintaining the integrity and authenticity of
the notary's official acts. The signature on the notary's commission serves as a legal
identifier, and consistency in signing ensures that there is no confusion or questioning of
the notary’s identity when performing duties such as acknowledging a signature or
administering an oath. Having the signature aligned with the one on the notary
commission ensures that all documents notarized maintain clarity and can be easily
traced back to the appropriate notary, which is vital in legal contexts. This practice helps
uphold the trust placed in the notarial system, as any deviation from the officially
recorded name could potentially lead to disputes or questions regarding the validity of
the notarization. Other signature styles, such as cursive or using blue ink, do not carry
the same legal weight or requirement, and while the notary can choose their signature
format within the boundaries of their commission, the primary obligation is to match the
name as it is granted in their official commission.

4. What should a notary do if they are unable to complete a
notarization?

A. Leave the signer unattended
B. Provide a refund for fees already paid

C. Document the reasons in their journal and inform the signer
D. Ask another notary to complete the notarization

When a notary is unable to complete a notarization, the appropriate course of action is to
document the reasons in their journal and inform the signer. This is important for
maintaining a proper record of the notary's activities and decisions. The journal serves as
a legal record that can be referenced if there are any questions or issues regarding the
notarization in the future. Notifying the signer ensures transparency and helps the
signer understand the situation, which is essential in building trust and clarity in the
notarial process. Keeping a journal is a fundamental responsibility of a notary public, as
it not only helps in tracking transactions but also serves as evidence of professional
conduct. Informing the signer protects the interests of both the notary and the individual
needing notarization, preventing any confusion or misunderstandings about why the
notarization could not be completed. In contrast, options like leaving the signer
unattended or seeking out another notary do not provide the proper accountability or
communication necessary in such situations. Offering a refund may not be necessary
unless there are fees to consider, but the primary action hinges on proper documentation
and informing the signer.
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5. May you notarize handwritten documents?
A. No
B. Yes

Notarizing handwritten documents is permissible as long as the document meets all
other notarization requirements. A notary in Arkansas is responsible for verifying the
identity of the signers, ensuring they understand the document, and confirming their
willingness to sign. The notary's role is not contingent on the format of the
document—whether typed or handwritten—as long as it carries the necessary elements
that need notarization, such as signatures and dates. Therefore, handwritten documents,
if signed in the presence of the notary, can be legally notarized, making it clear that the
medium of the document does not invalidate the notarization process.

6. What is the minimum passing score for the Arkansas
Notary Practice Test?

A. 30 questions correct
B. 50 questions correct
C. 10 questions correct
D. 20 questions correct

The minimum passing score for the Arkansas Notary Practice Test is 20 questions
correct. Options A and B are incorrect as they have higher numbers than the correct
answer. Option C is also incorrect as it has a lower number than the correct answer. This

means that a passing score requires answering at least 20 questions correctly out of the
total number of questions on the test.

7. When is a notary allowed to refuse to notarize a document?
A. If there are too many signers present

B. If the signer does not understand the document or is being
coerced

C. If the document is not in English
D. If the signer appears underage

A notary public is obligated to ensure that the signer is acting willingly and understands
the document they are signing. If a signer does not comprehend what they are
signing—whether due to a language barrier, mental impairment, or any other reason, or
if they seem to be under duress or coercion—the notary has the right and the
responsibility to refuse to notarize the document. This protects the integrity of the
notarization process and prevents potential fraud or exploitation. Ensuring that the
signer is not under duress or misunderstanding is a key ethical obligation of a notary. If
the conditions of voluntariness and comprehension are not met, the notary cannot fulfill
their duty to validate the signature, as it must be given freely and with full knowledge.
Refusing to notarize in such scenarios supports the fundamental purpose of notarization,
which is to deter fraud and ensure that signers are fully aware of the contents and
implications of the documents they are executing.
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8. What must a notary ensure when acknowledging a
signature on a legal document?

A. Charge a fee
B. Check the document for errors

C. Ensure the signature matches the ID
D. Mail the document to the court

A notary must ensure the signature matches the ID when acknowledging a signature on a
legal document because this verifies the identity of the signer and helps prevent fraud.
Charging a fee and mailing the document to the court are not required tasks for a notary
when acknowledging a signature. While checking the document for errors is important, it
is not the primary responsibility of a notary in this situation. The main priority is to
accurately verify the identity of the signer.

9. Which document can a disinterested third party not sign
for someone who cannot sign?

A. Legal contracts

B. Estate wills

C. Medical consent forms

D. Documents requiring notarization

A disinterested third party must be impartial and not have any financial interest in the
transaction being executed. Legal contracts, estate wills, and medical consent forms may
all require a third party to witness and sign, but the third party must not be
disinterested. A notarization, on the other hand, requires the notary public to act as a
disinterested third party to verify the identity of the person signing and ensure they are
not being coerced or under duress. Therefore, a disinterested third party cannot sign a
document that requires notarization on behalf of someone who cannot sign.

10. What is the primary purpose of an official notary seal?
A. To make a document look official

B. To authenticate notarized documents and verify the authority
of the notary

C. To sign the notary’s name more quickly
D. To decorate the document

The primary purpose of an official notary seal is to authenticate notarized documents and
verify the authority of the notary. The seal serves as a crucial tool in confirming that the
notary has performed their duties according to the law, which includes verifying the
identity of individuals, witnessing signatures, and affirming the document's legitimacy.
By affixing their seal, the notary provides an official mark that guarantees the credibility
of the notarization process, making it a vital component for the legality and recognition
of a wide range of documents, such as contracts, affidavits, and powers of attorney. This
not only enhances the document's trustworthiness but also helps prevent fraud and
misrepresentation in legal matters. The other choices, while they touch on aspects of a

notary's role, do not encapsulate the essential purpose of the seal as effectively as the
correct answer does.
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