
Arkansas Civics Practice
Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://arkansascivics.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://arkansascivics.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://arkansascivics.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions

Sample study guide, visit https://arkansascivics.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 5

SA
M

PLE



1. What is the main purpose of the Constitution?
A. To outline state laws
B. To provide a framework for government
C. To declare independence from Britain
D. To list rights of the states

2. How many amendments does the Constitution currently
have?
A. Twenty
B. Twenty-five
C. Twenty-seven
D. Thirty

3. What are two ways that Americans can participate in their
democracy?
A. Protesting and writing letters
B. Voting and running for office
C. Joining clubs and volunteering
D. Creating laws and enforcing rules

4. Which territory did the United States acquire from France
in 1803?
A. Florida Territory
B. Lousiana Territory
C. Texas Territory
D. Oregon Territory

5. Where is the Statue of Liberty located?
A. Boston Harbor
B. Chicago River
C. New York Harbor
D. San Francisco Bay
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6. Name one of the two longest rivers in the United States.
A. The Mississippi River
B. The Missouri River
C. The Rio Grande
D. The Colorado River

7. What are the two major political parties in the United
States?
A. Democratic and Republican
B. Libertarian and Green
C. Independent and Whig
D. Socialist and Reform

8. What is one reason colonists came to America?
A. To gain wealth
B. To escape poverty
C. Freedom
D. To find gold

9. Which of the following is a branch of the government?
A. School Board
B. Congress
C. State Legislature
D. City Council

10. Which branch or part of the government is primarily
responsible for making laws?
A. Judiciary
B. Executive
C. Congress
D. Administration
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. B
7. A
8. C
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What is the main purpose of the Constitution?
A. To outline state laws
B. To provide a framework for government
C. To declare independence from Britain
D. To list rights of the states

The main purpose of the Constitution is to provide a framework for government. This
foundational document establishes the structure of the government, detailing the roles
and powers of each branch—executive, legislative, and judicial. It sets the principles by
which the government operates and governs the relationship between the federal and
state governments, as well as the rights of the individuals.  The Constitution serves as
the supreme law of the land, guiding the operation of government and ensuring that
power is balanced and limited. It is through this framework that laws are created,
interpreted, and enforced, ensuring order and justice within the nation. This
comprehensive approach to governance is a critical aspect of democratic systems and
helps protect against the concentration of power.  While the other choices may touch on
important aspects of governance and rights, they do not capture the overarching
intention of the Constitution itself. For instance, outlining state laws and listing rights of
the states are functions that might fall under the authority of state constitutions or
specific amendments, but they are not the primary aim of the U.S. Constitution.
Similarly, the declaration of independence from Britain is a historic document that set
the stage for the Constitution but does not serve as its main purpose.

2. How many amendments does the Constitution currently
have?
A. Twenty
B. Twenty-five
C. Twenty-seven
D. Thirty

The United States Constitution currently has twenty-seven amendments. These
amendments are the formal changes or additions made to the Constitution since its
original ratification in 1788. They cover a wide range of rights and governance issues,
with the first ten amendments, known as the Bill of Rights, being ratified in 1791.
Subsequent amendments were added over the years to address various issues such as
voting rights, governmental procedures, and civil rights. The process for amending the
Constitution is intentionally challenging, requiring either a two-thirds majority in both
houses of Congress or a convention called by two-thirds of state legislatures, followed by
ratification from three-fourths of the states. This careful process helps ensure that only
significant changes are made to the foundational document of American democracy.
Other choices do not accurately reflect the current number of amendments; thus, they do
not represent the correct answer.
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3. What are two ways that Americans can participate in their
democracy?
A. Protesting and writing letters
B. Voting and running for office
C. Joining clubs and volunteering
D. Creating laws and enforcing rules

Voting and running for office are fundamental ways in which Americans can actively
participate in their democracy. Voting is a vital expression of civic engagement, allowing
citizens to have a direct say in who represents them and what policies will be
implemented at various levels of government. It is the primary mechanism through which
the populace expresses its will and influences the direction of the country.  Running for
office takes participation a step further. When individuals choose to run for a political
position, they are not only contributing their voice to the political conversation but also
taking on the responsibility to represent their constituents and make decisions that
affect their community and the nation as a whole. This option empowers individuals to
influence public policies directly, shaping the governance that impacts daily life.  Other
options, while valuable forms of civic engagement, do not encompass the direct
mechanisms through which citizens can influence governmental operations and policies
in such a fundamental way. Protesting and writing letters can express opinions and
advocate for issues, but they do not involve the formal processes of democracy as voting
and running for office do. Joining clubs and volunteering contribute to community
involvement and social support but do not directly engage with the political system.
Creating laws and enforcing rules is primarily the responsibility of elected officials and
governmental bodies, not actions that individuals typically engage in as part

4. Which territory did the United States acquire from France
in 1803?
A. Florida Territory
B. Lousiana Territory
C. Texas Territory
D. Oregon Territory

The United States acquired the Louisiana Territory from France in 1803 through a
significant land deal known as the Louisiana Purchase. This transaction effectively
doubled the size of the United States at the time, adding approximately 827,000 square
miles of land. The motivation behind this acquisition stemmed from President Thomas
Jefferson's desire to secure land for westward expansion, as well as concerns about
France's control over New Orleans and the Mississippi River, which were vital for trade
and transportation. The Louisiana Purchase is often regarded as one of the most pivotal
moments in American history, as it paved the way for exploration and settlement of the
West and significantly impacted the nation's economic development.   The other options
represent territories that were acquired by the United States at different times and
through different means. Florida was ceded by Spain in 1819, Texas was annexed in 1845
after gaining independence from Mexico, and the Oregon Territory was acquired through
negotiation with Great Britain in the mid-1840s. Thus, the Louisiana Territory remains
distinct as the major acquisition resulting fromthe agreement with France in 1803.
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5. Where is the Statue of Liberty located?
A. Boston Harbor
B. Chicago River
C. New York Harbor
D. San Francisco Bay

The Statue of Liberty is located in New York Harbor, specifically on Liberty Island. This
location was chosen because it serves as a welcoming symbol for immigrants arriving in
the United States. The statue was a gift from France to the United States,
commemorating the centennial of American independence, and has since become a
significant national monument and an enduring symbol of freedom and democracy.   The
other locations mentioned—Boston Harbor, Chicago River, and San Francisco Bay—are
notable in their own right, but none serve as the home to the Statue of Liberty. Boston
Harbor is known for its historical significance related to the American Revolution, while
the Chicago River is famous for its architecture and the dyeing of the river green during
St. Patrick's Day. San Francisco Bay is known for its iconic Golden Gate Bridge and
Alcatraz Island, making them recognizable but unrelated to the Statue of Liberty's
location.

6. Name one of the two longest rivers in the United States.
A. The Mississippi River
B. The Missouri River
C. The Rio Grande
D. The Colorado River

The Missouri River is one of the two longest rivers in the United States, with a length of
about 2,341 miles. While the Mississippi River is also a contender for the title of the
longest river, the Missouri River is often recognized as the longest when measured from
its source to its confluence with the Mississippi. This distinction is important in
understanding the geography and hydrology of the U.S. river systems. Both rivers play a
significant role in the ecosystem and history of the regions they traverse, but the
Missouri's length gives it prominence in discussions about the nation's waterways.
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7. What are the two major political parties in the United
States?
A. Democratic and Republican
B. Libertarian and Green
C. Independent and Whig
D. Socialist and Reform

The two major political parties in the United States are the Democratic and Republican
parties. These parties have dominated the political landscape for over a century,
influencing legislation, policy-making, and national politics at all levels of government.  
The Democratic Party generally promotes a platform that supports social equality, civil
rights, and progressive reforms. It often advocates for more government involvement in
the economy and social services. On the other hand, the Republican Party typically
emphasizes individual liberties, free-market policies, and limited government
intervention.   While there are other political parties, such as the Libertarian Party,
Green Party, and others mentioned in the other choices, they do not hold the same level
of influence or widespread support as the Democratic and Republican parties. These
alternative parties can play roles in the political process, such as raising awareness on
specific issues or influencing the major parties' platforms, but they have not achieved the
same level of national prominence or stability as the two major parties.

8. What is one reason colonists came to America?
A. To gain wealth
B. To escape poverty
C. Freedom
D. To find gold

One of the key reasons colonists came to America was to seek freedom, particularly
religious freedom. Many early settlers faced persecution and restrictions in their home
countries, which prompted them to seek a new life in America where they could practice
their beliefs without fear of oppression.   For example, the Pilgrims and Puritans left
England in search of the right to worship freely, which was a significant motivating factor
in their decision to establish colonies. The emphasis on freedom resonates throughout
the early accounts of colonization, as it laid the groundwork for the development of
fundamental principles of liberty that would later be recognized in American democracy. 
While the desire for wealth, escape from poverty, and the search for resources like gold
were certainly factors that motivated some colonists, the overarching theme of striving
for freedom—be it religious, political, or social—was pivotal in the formation of the early
American colonies.
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9. Which of the following is a branch of the government?
A. School Board
B. Congress
C. State Legislature
D. City Council

Congress is a branch of the federal government in the United States, specifically the
legislative branch. This branch is responsible for making laws and is composed of two
houses: the Senate and the House of Representatives. The role of Congress is critical in
the functioning of the government as it also holds the power to levy taxes, regulate
commerce, and declare war, among other responsibilities.  The other choices represent
different forms of local or state governance rather than branches of the federal
government. The School Board, State Legislature, and City Council are important
governing bodies but operate at different levels. The School Board manages local
education matters, the State Legislature is the legislative authority at the state level but
does not pertain directly to the federal government, and the City Council governs local
city matters. Therefore, the only correct option representing a branch of government at
the federal level is Congress.

10. Which branch or part of the government is primarily
responsible for making laws?
A. Judiciary
B. Executive
C. Congress
D. Administration

The branch of government primarily responsible for making laws is Congress. Congress is
a bicameral legislature, consisting of two chambers: the House of Representatives and
the Senate. The Constitution grants Congress the power to draft, propose, and enact
legislation. Lawmaking is one of the key functions of Congress, and this process typically
involves several steps, including the introduction of a bill, committee review, debates,
and votes in both chambers before a bill can be sent to the President for approval.  The
other branches of government have different roles. The judiciary interprets and applies
the law, ensuring that legislation is consistent with the Constitution, while the executive
branch, led by the President, enforces laws. The administration, often associated with the
executive branch, implements and manages federal programs and policies but does not
create laws. Understanding these distinctions is crucial for grasping how the U.S.
government functions and the checks and balances it employs to prevent any one branch
from becoming too powerful.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://arkansascivics.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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