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1. Who is the current Speaker of the House of
Representatives?

A. John Boozman

B. Mike Johnson

C. Tom Cotton

D. Sarah Huckabee Sanders

2. Who was the first President of the United States?
A. Thomas Jefferson
B. Abraham Lincoln
C. George Washington
D. Theodore Roosevelt

3. What is one power of the federal government under the
Constitution?

A. To create state laws

B. To print money

C. To conduct elections

D. To manage the local police

4. Which two major political parties are recognized in the
United States?

A. Green and Libertarian

B. Democratic and Republican
C. Independent and Reform

D. Socialist and Communist

5. Who is the current Speaker of the House of
Representatives?

A. Nancy Pelosi

B. Kevin McCarthy
C. Chuck Schumer
D. Paul Ryan
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6. Who is the current President of the United States?
A. Joe Biden

B. Donald Trump
C. Barack Obama
D. George W. Bush

7. What major purchase doubled the size of the United States
in 18037

A. Florida Purchase

B. New Mexico Purchase
C. Louisiana Purchase
D. Texas Annexation

8. Who did the United States primarily fight in World War 1I?
A. Germany

B. Japan
C. Italy
D. All of the above

9. Why did the colonists fight the British?
A. For land rights
B. Because of high taxes
C. To spread democracy
D. For trade restrictions

10. Who was the first President of the United States?
A. Thomas Jefferson
B. George Washington
C. John Adams
D. Abraham Lincoln
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1. Who is the current Speaker of the House of
Representatives?

A. John Boozman

B. Mike Johnson
C. Tom Cotton

D. Sarah Huckabee Sanders

The current Speaker of the House of Representatives is indeed Mike Johnson. This
position is crucial within the U.S. government as the Speaker serves as the leader of the
House and is responsible for overseeing the legislative process, ensuring that bills are
brought to the floor for debate and voting, and representing the House in official
capacities. Mike Johnson, a member of the Republican Party, was elected to this role
after a series of votes and internal party discussions. The Speaker not only sets the
legislative agenda but also plays a significant role in guiding party strategy and
managing relationships among members of Congress. Other individuals mentioned, such
as John Boozman and Tom Cotton, are U.S. Senators from Arkansas, and Sarah Huckabee
Sanders is the Governor of Arkansas. While they hold important positions, they do not
serve in the capacity of Speaker of the House. This distinction underscores the
importance of understanding the specific roles and responsibilities of different elected
officials within the U.S. government structure.

2. Who was the first President of the United States?
A. Thomas Jefferson
B. Abraham Lincoln

C. George Washington
D. Theodore Roosevelt

The first President of the United States was George Washington, who assumed office on
April 30, 1789. Washington is often referred to as the "Father of His Country" for his
foundational role in the establishment of the United States. He led the Continental Army
to victory during the American Revolutionary War before becoming president, setting
many precedents for the office, including the tradition of serving only two terms. His
leadership helped to stabilize the new nation, and his decision to step down after two
terms established a standard that would last until Franklin D. Roosevelt broke it in the
20th century. Washington's importance in American history cannot be overstated, as he
played a key role in the founding and governance of the country during its earliest days.
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3. What is one power of the federal government under the
Constitution?

A. To create state laws
B. To print money

C. To conduct elections
D. To manage the local police

The power to print money is a specific authority granted to the federal government under
the Constitution. This function is managed by the U.S. Department of the Treasury, which
oversees the production of currency and ensures a stable monetary system. The
Constitution establishes the federal government’s exclusive right to issue and control the
nation’s currency, which is essential for maintaining economic stability and facilitating
trade across state and national lines. In contrast, creating state laws is a power reserved
for state governments, as specified in the Tenth Amendment of the Constitution.
Conducting elections is primarily the responsibility of state governments, although the
federal government does set certain overarching regulations. Managing local police is
also a local responsibility, typically falling under state and municipal jurisdictions rather
than the federal government's purview. These distinctions highlight why the ability to
print money is a clear power allocated to the federal government.

4. Which two major political parties are recognized in the
United States?

A. Green and Libertarian
B. Democratic and Republican

C. Independent and Reform
D. Socialist and Communist

The two major political parties recognized in the United States are the Democratic Party
and the Republican Party. These parties dominate the American political landscape,
shaping both national and local elections, policies, and governance. The Democratic
Party, often associated with progressive and liberal policies, focuses on issues such as
social justice, healthcare reform, and environmental protection. In contrast, the
Republican Party tends to advocate for conservative principles, emphasizing limited
government, individual liberties, and free-market economics. This bipartisan system is
entrenched in American politics, facilitating a framework where these two parties
compete for power and influence. Although other parties, such as the Green, Libertarian,
and Independent parties exist and contribute to political discourse, they do not hold the
same level of widespread recognition or political power as the Democratic and
Republican parties. Thus, the correct answer reflects the reality of the contemporary
political structure in the United States.
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5. Who is the current Speaker of the House of
Representatives?

A. Nancy Pelosi

B. Kevin McCarthy
C. Chuck Schumer
D. Paul Ryan

The Speaker of the House of Representatives is the presiding officer of the House and is
responsible for overseeing the legislative process, maintaining order, and representing
the House in all external affairs. Kevin McCarthy is the current Speaker, having been
elected to this position as part of the Republican leadership in January 2023. His role
involves not only leading the legislative agenda of the House but also engaging in
negotiations with the Senate and the President on various policies and legislation. Other
individuals mentioned in the choices have held significant leadership roles but are not
currently the Speaker. Nancy Pelosi served as Speaker previously, with her leadership
ending before McCarthy took office. Chuck Schumer is the Senate Majority Leader, which
is a distinct role within the Senate. Paul Ryan was Speaker prior to Pelosi's last tenure
and has since retired from political office. Each of these individuals has made impactful
contributions to U.S. politics, but McCarthy's current position is what makes him the
correct answer.

6. Who is the current President of the United States?
A. Joe Biden
B. Donald Trump
C. Barack Obama
D. George W. Bush

The current President of the United States is Joe Biden. He was inaugurated on January
20, 2021, after winning the presidential election held in November 2020. Biden is a
member of the Democratic Party and previously served as vice president under Barack
Obama from 2009 to 2017. His presidency follows a significant focus on addressing
various domestic and international issues, including pandemic response, economic
recovery, climate change, and social justice reforms.
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7. What major purchase doubled the size of the United States
in 1803?

A. Florida Purchase
B. New Mexico Purchase
C. Louisiana Purchase

D. Texas Annexation

The Louisiana Purchase was a monumental event in American history that significantly
expanded the size of the United States in 1803. This acquisition involved a transaction
between the United States and France, where the U.S. acquired approximately 828,000
square miles of territory. This land stretched from the Mississippi River to the Rocky
Mountains, effectively doubling the size of the nation at the time. The purchase was not
only significant for its immediate geographical impact but also paved the way for
westward expansion, exploration, and settlement. It provided economic opportunities and
resources, influencing the nation’s growth. The Louisiana Purchase showcased the vision
of President Thomas Jefferson, who believed in the importance of an agrarian society and
wanted to secure land for future generations. In contrast to the other options, such as
the Florida Purchase, which involved the acquisition of territory from Spain later in 1819,
or the New Mexico Purchase, which refers to the land acquired from Mexico after the
Mexican-American War, and the Texas Annexation, which was a separate process where
Texas joined the U.S. in 1845, the Louisiana Purchase stands out as the foundational
moment that fundamentally reshaped the country’s landscape. This transaction set a
precedent for future territorial expansions and made a lasting impact on the nation’s

8. Who did the United States primarily fight in World War II?
A. Germany
B. Japan
C. Italy
D. All of the above

The correct answer is that the United States primarily fought against Germany, Japan,
and Italy during World War II. This was a global conflict where the United States was a
key member of the Allies, who opposed the Axis powers, which included these three
nations. Germany, under Adolf Hitler, was a significant aggressor in Europe, initiating
the war by invading Poland and later engaging in battles across the continent. The U.S.
was involved in numerous campaigns to defeat German forces, including in North Africa,
the D-Day invasion, and the eventual push into Germany. Japan was the second
significant adversary, particularly in the Pacific theater. The attack on Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941, led the U.S. to formally enter the war. Battles such as Midway and Iwo
Jima were pivotal in the fight against Japan. Italy, initially an Axis power under
Mussolini, was also engaged by U.S. forces through campaigns in North Africa and the
Italian mainland. While Italy capitulated earlier in the war, the U.S. still fought against
Italian forces during their efforts to remove Mussolini from power. Thus, the answer
reflects that the United States confronted multiple enemy nations simultaneously in
various theaters of the war, which is why acknowledging
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9. Why did the colonists fight the British?
A. For land rights
B. Because of high taxes

C. To spread democracy
D. For trade restrictions

The colonists fought the British primarily because of high taxes. This resentment
stemmed from several acts imposed by the British Parliament, such as the Stamp Act and
the Townshend Acts, which levied taxes on everyday items and services without granting
the colonists representation in Parliament. The phrase "No taxation without
representation" became a rallying cry, highlighting the colonists' belief that they should
not be taxed by a government in which they had no voice. While land rights, trade
restrictions, and the notion of spreading democracy were relevant issues that contributed
to the overall dissatisfaction with British rule, the specific catalyst for widespread revolt
was the series of tax policies that were perceived as unfair and exploitative. Therefore,
the struggle against taxation played a crucial role in uniting the colonies and igniting the
desire for independence.

10. Who was the first President of the United States?
A. Thomas Jefferson

B. George Washington
C. John Adams

D. Abraham Lincoln

George Washington was the first President of the United States, serving from 1789 to
1797. He is often referred to as the "Father of His Country" for his pivotal role in the
founding of the nation. Washington was a key leader during the American Revolutionary
War, and his leadership helped guide the United States through its formative years after
independence. He set numerous precedents for the presidency, including the tradition of
serving only two terms, which has had a lasting impact on the office. This historical
significance solidifies Washington’s place as the first president, distinguishing him from
other notable figures in American history, who served after him.

Sample study guide. Visit https://arkansascivics.examzify.com for the full ver$i1in0986438 | Page 12



