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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Under the Constitution, which of the following powers belongs to the
federal government?
A. To conduct local elections
B. To print money
C. To regulate marriage
D. To establish a local police force

2. Why did the colonists fight the British?
A. To gain land
B. To end the British monarchy
C. Because of high taxes
D. To spread democracy

3. How many justices serve on the Supreme Court?
A. 7
B. 9
C. 11
D. 13

4. What are the two major political parties in the United States?
A. Democratic and Socialist
B. Green and Libertarian
C. Democratic and Republican
D. Independent and Republican

5. Who is responsible for making federal laws?
A. The judiciary
B. Congress
C. The President
D. The states

6. What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution?
A. The Federalist Papers
B. The Bill of Rights
C. The Emancipation Proclamation
D. The Articles of Confederation
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7. Who has the power to declare war?
A. The Senate
B. The President
C. Congress
D. The Supreme Court

8. Which amendment abolished slavery in the United States?
A. The 13th Amendment
B. The 14th Amendment
C. The 15th Amendment
D. The 19th Amendment

9. What department is responsible for national defense?
A. Department of State
B. Department of Defense
C. Department of Justice
D. Department of Homeland Security

10. Who was the President during the Great Depression and World War II?
A. Herbert Hoover
B. Franklin D. Roosevelt
C. John F. Kennedy
D. Lyndon B. Johnson
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. C
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. A
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Under the Constitution, which of the following powers belongs to the
federal government?
A. To conduct local elections
B. To print money
C. To regulate marriage
D. To establish a local police force

The power to print money is indeed a responsibility of the federal government. This authority is derived from the
Constitution, specifically Article I, Section 8, which grants Congress the power to "coin money" and "regulate the
value thereof." This ensures a uniform currency across all states, which is essential for maintaining economic
stability and facilitating trade.  The other options are powers typically reserved for state and local governments.
Conducting local elections is managed at the state level, as each state has the authority to determine the
procedures for elections within its jurisdiction. Regulating marriage is also a state power, as marriage laws can
vary greatly between states, reflecting local customs and values. Establishing a local police force falls under the
authority of local governments, as law enforcement is primarily a function of local and state jurisdictions
responsible for maintaining public order.

2. Why did the colonists fight the British?
A. To gain land
B. To end the British monarchy
C. Because of high taxes
D. To spread democracy

The primary reason the colonists fought the British was due to high taxes imposed by the British government
without providing the colonists any representation in Parliament. This led to widespread discontent and feelings
of injustice among the colonists, as they believed they were being unfairly taxed. The slogan "No taxation
without representation" became a rallying cry for the revolutionary movement, highlighting their demand for a
voice in how they were governed.  The issue of taxation encompassed various grievances, including the Stamp
Act, the Townshend Acts, and ultimately the Tea Act, which fueled anger and resistance that culminated in acts
of defiance such as the Boston Tea Party. These high taxes were perceived not only as an economic burden but
also as a violation of their rights as Englishmen, motivating the colonists to seek independence and
self-governance.   Other choices, such as gaining land or spreading democracy, were not the primary catalysts
for the fight against British rule, while the goal of ending the British monarchy emerged as a consequence of the
fight rather than the initial cause. Therefore, the call for freedom from high taxes was central to the colonists'
struggle against British authority.

3. How many justices serve on the Supreme Court?
A. 7
B. 9
C. 11
D. 13

The Supreme Court of the United States is composed of nine justices. This has been the standard since 1869,
and it includes one Chief Justice and eight Associate Justices. The number was established by Congress, which
has the authority to set the size of the Supreme Court, and it has remained unchanged for over a century. Each
justice is appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate, serving lifetime appointments unless they
choose to retire or are removed through impeachment.  This structure is intended to promote a balance of
viewpoints and to ensure that the Court can manage its judicial responsibilities effectively. The consensus
among justices on cases can shape the law significantly, and having nine allows for a variety of perspectives
while also minimizing the chance of tie votes, which would occur if there were an even number of justices.
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4. What are the two major political parties in the United States?
A. Democratic and Socialist
B. Green and Libertarian
C. Democratic and Republican
D. Independent and Republican

The two major political parties in the United States are the Democratic Party and the Republican Party. These
parties have dominated the political landscape for much of American history and are the primary vehicles for
political organization within the country.   The Democratic Party typically advocates for a more active role of the
government in economic regulation, social justice, and welfare programs, reflecting more liberal or progressive
ideologies. On the other hand, the Republican Party generally supports limited government intervention in the
economy, advocating for free-market principles, individual liberties, and traditional social values, which align
more with conservative ideologies.   This distinction has created a two-party system where these parties often
compete against each other in elections at both state and national levels, shaping major policies and public
opinion. The significant role these two parties play in American politics makes them essential to understanding
the U.S. political system. Other parties like the Socialist, Green, Libertarian, and Independent parties exist and
can influence local and statewide elections but do not have the same level of national presence or influence as
the Democratic and Republican parties.

5. Who is responsible for making federal laws?
A. The judiciary
B. Congress
C. The President
D. The states

Congress is responsible for making federal laws in the United States. This bicameral body consists of the Senate
and the House of Representatives, with each chamber playing a vital role in the legislation process. Congress
holds the authority to propose, debate, and enact laws that apply at the federal level, directly influencing the
governance of the country.  The process begins when a bill is introduced in either chamber. It is then reviewed by
committees, debated on the floor, and must be passed by both the House and the Senate before being sent to
the President for approval. The structure of Congress provides a system of checks and balances, ensuring
diverse opinions are considered and allowing for thorough scrutiny of proposed legislation.   This system
distinguishes Congress from the other entities involved in governance. The judiciary interprets laws but does not
create them, while the President has the role of executing federal laws and can influence legislation through veto
power or recommendations. States, on their part, have the autonomy to enact their own laws but do not have the
authority to create federal laws.
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6. What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution?
A. The Federalist Papers
B. The Bill of Rights
C. The Emancipation Proclamation
D. The Articles of Confederation

The first ten amendments to the United States Constitution are known as the Bill of Rights. This collection of
amendments was ratified on December 15, 1791, and was designed to guarantee essential rights and civil
liberties to individuals. The purpose of the Bill of Rights is to limit the power of the federal government and to
protect the rights of citizens, including freedoms such as speech, assembly, and religion, as well as the right to a
fair trial and protection against unreasonable searches and seizures.  The significance of the Bill of Rights
cannot be overstated, as it lays the foundation for many of the freedoms enjoyed by individuals in the United
States today. It emerged from a strong demand for more protections for individual liberties following the original
ratification of the Constitution, addressing concerns that certain fundamental rights were not sufficiently
protected.

7. Who has the power to declare war?
A. The Senate
B. The President
C. Congress
D. The Supreme Court

The power to declare war lies with Congress, as outlined in the United States Constitution. Specifically, Article I,
Section 8 grants Congress the authority to declare war, which reflects the framers’ intention to ensure that the
decision to engage in armed conflict involves the representatives of the people. This role empowers Congress to
act as a check on the executive branch, preventing any single individual, such as the President, from unilaterally
deciding to go to war.  While the President is the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces and has significant
powers to lead military operations, the formal declaration of war must come from Congress. This division of
powers underscores the principle of checks and balances that is fundamental to the U.S. government system.
The Supreme Court, on the other hand, does not have a role in declaring war, as its functions are primarily
judicial rather than legislative or executive.

8. Which amendment abolished slavery in the United States?
A. The 13th Amendment
B. The 14th Amendment
C. The 15th Amendment
D. The 19th Amendment

The 13th Amendment to the United States Constitution is the pivotal amendment that abolished slavery
throughout the country. Ratified in December 1865, it states that neither slavery nor involuntary servitude,
except as punishment for a crime, shall exist within the United States. This amendment was a significant
milestone in American history, emerging from the Civil War and representing a fundamental shift towards civil
rights and the recognition of human rights for all individuals. The amendment effectively rendered the institution
of slavery illegal and was a crucial step in the movement towards equality and justice in the United States.   The
other amendments mentioned focus on different aspects of civil rights: the 14th Amendment addresses
citizenship rights and equal protection under the laws, the 15th Amendment prohibits denying the right to vote
based on race, and the 19th Amendment grants women the right to vote. Each of these amendments plays an
important role in the broader tapestry of civil rights but does not specifically address the abolition of slavery.
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9. What department is responsible for national defense?
A. Department of State
B. Department of Defense
C. Department of Justice
D. Department of Homeland Security

The Department of Defense is responsible for national defense, which is its primary mission. This department
oversees the armed forces and is in charge of coordinating and supervising all agencies and functions of the
government relating directly to national security and the military. The Department of Defense’s role includes
preparing for and managing military operations, ensuring national security policy is implemented, and protecting
the country's interests both domestically and internationally.  In contrast, the Department of State is primarily
focused on foreign policy and diplomatic relations, the Department of Justice deals with law enforcement and
legal affairs, and the Department of Homeland Security concentrates on protecting the United States from
domestic threats and ensuring secure borders. Each of these departments has its own specific functions, but
only the Department of Defense is directly tasked with the comprehensive responsibility for the national defense
of the country.

10. Who was the President during the Great Depression and World War II?
A. Herbert Hoover
B. Franklin D. Roosevelt
C. John F. Kennedy
D. Lyndon B. Johnson

Franklin D. Roosevelt served as the President of the United States during both the Great Depression and World
War II. He took office in 1933, at a time when the country was grappling with the severe economic crisis of the
Great Depression. Roosevelt implemented a series of programs and reforms known as the New Deal, aimed at
providing relief for the unemployed, recovering the economy, and reforming the financial system.  As the Great
Depression progressed, his leadership and policies were pivotal in reshaping the government’s role in the
economy and in offering assistance to those in need. Following the onset of World War II in 1939, Roosevelt
played a key role in mobilizing the nation’s resources and leading the country through the war effort, serving
until his death in 1945. His administration was marked by significant decisions regarding military strategy and
alliance-building among the Allied nations.  This context highlights why Franklin D. Roosevelt is the correct
answer, as his presidency was characterized by the profound challenges and transformations associated with
both the economic and wartime crises.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://arizona-civics.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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