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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which of the following is not a characteristic field technique used by
ethnographers?
A. The genealogical method
B. Participant observation
C. Telephone questionnaires
D. Conversation

2. What mechanism of cultural change is responsible for pidgin English?
A. Enculturation
B. Acculturation
C. Independent invention
D. Migration

3. In ________, the ethnographer puts his or her personal feelings and reactions
to the field situation into the text.
A. reflexive ethnography
B. narrative analysis
C. qualitative research
D. field journals

4. Which statement about nonhuman primate calls is not true?
A. They occur in response to environmental stimuli.
B. Calls demonstrate linguistic productivity.
C. They are automatic and cannot be combined.
D. Calls vary in intensity and duration.

5. What concept is challenged by the idea of universal human rights?
A. Cultural integration
B. Cultural relativism
C. Cultural evolution
D. Cultural change
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6. Which societal structure is characterized by the absence of formal
leadership roles?
A. Band society
B. Chiefdom
C. State
D. Tribe

7. Which anthropological field focuses on the biological aspects of humans?
A. Cultural anthropology
B. Sociolinguistics
C. Biological anthropology
D. Archaeology

8. What can we conclude from geneticists' findings about biological
commonality across different races?
A. People of comparable appearances share more genetic material.
B. Gene flow happens due to migration across regions.
C. Physical appearance is a direct reflection of ancestry.
D. Some individuals may have more genetic material in common with those of

different appearances.

9. Which of the following statements is true about population control in
states?
A. It refers to the use of community mediators.
B. It refers to police and military forces.
C. It does not exist in modern societies.
D. It is managed by non-governmental organizations.

10. What primarily differentiates a "big man" from a village head?
A. A big man has supporters in multiple villages.
B. A big man can enforce his decisions more effectively.
C. A village head always holds a hereditary position.
D. A big man has a permanent authority role in the community.
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. B
6. A
7. C
8. D
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Which of the following is not a characteristic field technique used by
ethnographers?
A. The genealogical method
B. Participant observation
C. Telephone questionnaires
D. Conversation

Ethnographers employ a variety of field techniques to gather qualitative data and understand cultures from the
inside out. The genealogical method, participant observation, and conversation are all integral to ethnographic
research, as they allow researchers to engage deeply with the communities they study.  The genealogical
method is a systematic way of collecting historical and social data about families and kinship structures, which
is essential for understanding social relationships in many cultures. Participant observation involves living
within a community for an extended period, ensuring that the ethnographer can observe behaviors and rituals in
their natural settings while also participating in daily life. Conversation, a fundamental form of communication,
facilitates informal interviews and allows the ethnographer to gather insights into the people's thoughts, beliefs,
and practices.  Telephone questionnaires, on the other hand, are not a characteristic field technique of
ethnography. They are more commonly associated with quantitative research methods, where structured
questions are posed to a wide sample of respondents. Ethnography emphasizes in-depth, qualitative data and
immersive methodologies, which cannot be effectively captured through remote questioning alone. This
disconnect in approach defines why telephone questionnaires do not align with the typical practices of
ethnographers.

2. What mechanism of cultural change is responsible for pidgin English?
A. Enculturation
B. Acculturation
C. Independent invention
D. Migration

Pidgin English, as a form of language that arises when speakers of different native languages need to
communicate for trade or other purposes, is primarily a result of acculturation. Acculturation refers to the
process through which individuals or groups from one culture adopt and adapt to the cultural traits of another
culture through direct contact. In the case of pidgin languages, this typically happens in contexts of colonization,
trade, or migration, where different linguistic groups come together, often necessitating a simplified language
that incorporates elements from both parties.  In the formation of pidgin English, speakers of various indigenous
languages come into contact with English-speaking colonizers or traders. This interaction leads to the creation
of a new, simplified language that borrows vocabulary from English while relying on the grammatical structures
of the languages of the local populations. Hence, this linguistic hybridization is a clear example of acculturation,
showcasing how cultural exchange can lead to new adaptations in language in response to social and economic
needs.
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3. In ________, the ethnographer puts his or her personal feelings and reactions
to the field situation into the text.
A. reflexive ethnography
B. narrative analysis
C. qualitative research
D. field journals

In reflexive ethnography, the ethnographer actively incorporates their personal feelings, experiences, and
reactions to their research context into the narrative. This approach emphasizes the subjectivity of the
researcher, recognizing that their interpretations, emotions, and interactions can significantly influence the
research process and findings. By integrating personal reflections into the ethnographic work, the researcher
provides a more nuanced understanding of the field situation, acknowledging the impact of their own
perspective on the cultural context being studied.  This method also encourages transparency, helping readers
to better understand the ethnographer's positionality and how it shapes their observations and conclusions. The
reflexivity in this approach challenges the notion of complete objectivity in social science research, highlighting
that personal experiences are integral to the process of understanding different cultures.  Other options, while
related to anthropological research, do not specifically focus on this subjective inclusion of personal experience
in the ethnographic text. For instance, narrative analysis often focuses on the stories and the structure of
narratives rather than the researcher's personal feelings. Qualitative research broadly encompasses various
methods for examining subjects in depth, but it does not inherently require a reflexive engagement from the
researcher. Field journals serve as a record of observations and thoughts but do not necessarily combine these
personal reflections into the final text presented to

4. Which statement about nonhuman primate calls is not true?
A. They occur in response to environmental stimuli.
B. Calls demonstrate linguistic productivity.
C. They are automatic and cannot be combined.
D. Calls vary in intensity and duration.

The statement regarding nonhuman primate calls that is not true is that they demonstrate linguistic productivity.
Linguistic productivity refers to the ability to create an infinite number of new messages through the
combination and recombination of symbols or elements within a language. Nonhuman primate communication
does not exhibit this feature; their calls are generally fixed and context-specific, rather than open-ended and
combinable in the way human language allows.  The other statements regarding nonhuman primate calls hold
true. Firstly, these calls typically occur in response to specific environmental stimuli, such as the presence of
predators or food sources, which can trigger distinct vocalizations. Additionally, calls can vary in intensity and
duration, reflecting different emotional states or the importance of the signal being conveyed. However, they lack
the complexity and generative properties seen in human language, which is why the assertion about linguistic
productivity stands out as inaccurate.
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5. What concept is challenged by the idea of universal human rights?
A. Cultural integration
B. Cultural relativism
C. Cultural evolution
D. Cultural change

The idea of universal human rights challenges cultural relativism, which posits that a person's beliefs and
activities should be understood based on that person's own culture rather than be judged against the criteria of
another culture. Cultural relativism emphasizes the significance of understanding cultural practices and norms
within their specific context, suggesting that all cultural beliefs are valid and that there are no absolute
standards by which to judge them.  Universal human rights, however, assert that there are fundamental rights
inherent to all people, regardless of culture, ethnicity, or background. This concept implies that certain rights are
applicable universally, leading to the assertion that practices considered acceptable in one culture may be
deemed abusive or unjust in another context. This raises ethical questions regarding how cultural practices can
conflict with these universal rights, thus directly challenging the premise of cultural relativism.

6. Which societal structure is characterized by the absence of formal
leadership roles?
A. Band society
B. Chiefdom
C. State
D. Tribe

The societal structure characterized by the absence of formal leadership roles is a band society. Band societies
are often small, composed of hunter-gatherer groups, and they operate based on egalitarian principles. In these
groups, leadership is typically informal and based on consensus rather than established authority. Individuals
may emerge as leaders based on their personal qualities, knowledge, or charisma, but there are no permanent or
formal positions of power. Decisions are made collaboratively, reflecting the values of cooperation and shared
responsibility within the community.  In contrast, chiefdoms, tribes, and states involve more complex social
structures with recognized leaders and organized systems of governance. Chiefdoms have a central authority
often embodied in a chief with defined roles and responsibilities, while states encompass formal governmental
institutions that exercise control and administration over larger populations. Tribes may have some degree of
recognized leaders, but they still retain more informal systems compared to chiefdoms and states.

7. Which anthropological field focuses on the biological aspects of humans?
A. Cultural anthropology
B. Sociolinguistics
C. Biological anthropology
D. Archaeology

Biological anthropology is the correct choice because it specifically examines the biological and physiological
aspects of humans, including evolution, genetics, and the study of human variation. This field looks at how
humans adapt to different environments, the biological basis of human behavior, and the interplay between
biology and culture.   In contrast, cultural anthropology explores the social and cultural aspects of human life,
including norms, values, and practices within different societies. Sociolinguistics, as a subfield of linguistics,
focuses on the relationship between language and social factors, investigating how language varies and
changes in social contexts. Archaeology studies past human societies primarily through their material remains,
such as artifacts and structures, rather than focusing on current biological characteristics. Thus, biological
anthropology is distinct in its approach, concentrating on the biological dimensions of humanity.
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8. What can we conclude from geneticists' findings about biological
commonality across different races?
A. People of comparable appearances share more genetic material.
B. Gene flow happens due to migration across regions.
C. Physical appearance is a direct reflection of ancestry.
D. Some individuals may have more genetic material in common with those of

different appearances.
The correct conclusion drawn from geneticists' findings about biological commonality across different races is
that some individuals may have more genetic material in common with those of different appearances. This
reflects a foundational principle in human genetics: that humanity shares a significant amount of genetic
material, regardless of superficial traits such as skin color or facial features.   Research has shown that the
genetic variation within so-called racial groups is often greater than the variation between these groups. This
means that two individuals who may look very different could indeed have a high degree of genetic similarity,
indicating that shared ancestry can occur across apparent racial boundaries. This understanding helps to
challenge traditional notions of race, emphasizing that race is more of a social construct than a robust biological
one. Such findings underscore the importance of focusing on genetics as a continuum rather than on discrete
racial categories.  The context around this answer sheds light on why the other selections do not present a
comprehensive conclusion from the findings. While some may reflect partial truths—such as the role of gene
flow due to migration or the correlation of physical traits with ancestry—they do not encapsulate the overarching
message about the shared genetic heritage across divergent racial identities. The selected answer better
embodies the complexities of human genetics and race relations.

9. Which of the following statements is true about population control in
states?
A. It refers to the use of community mediators.
B. It refers to police and military forces.
C. It does not exist in modern societies.
D. It is managed by non-governmental organizations.

Population control in states often involves the use of various methods and mechanisms to manage the growth
and distribution of populations. The use of police and military forces can be a significant aspect of this,
especially when governments implement strict measures to regulate population numbers. For instance, in some
contexts, authoritative regimes may resort to coercive tactics, including the deployment of state security forces
in efforts to enforce family planning measures or to suppress population growth in certain areas.  The
involvement of such forces underscores the seriousness with which some states approach population issues,
often tied to broader socio-economic and political ideas about citizenship, resources, and national strength. It's
essential to understand that population control can manifest through stringent laws, enforced programs, and
even penalties for non-compliance, demonstrating the intersection of state power and public policy.  Other
options suggest ideas that are either not accurate or reflect a limited view of how population control is
addressed. Community mediators and non-governmental organizations may indeed play roles in public health
and educational initiatives related to population, but they do not typically wield the same authority or
enforcement capabilities as police and military forces. Meanwhile, the assertion that population control does not
exist in modern societies overlooks the many contemporary examples in various countries where population
policies remain a critical topic of discussion.
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10. What primarily differentiates a "big man" from a village head?
A. A big man has supporters in multiple villages.
B. A big man can enforce his decisions more effectively.
C. A village head always holds a hereditary position.
D. A big man has a permanent authority role in the community.

The primary distinction between a "big man" and a village head lies in the scope of influence and the social
structure surrounding them. A big man often extends his influence beyond a single village, forging networks of
support that can encompass multiple villages. This inter-village support enables a big man to wield more
influence and enhance his status through personal achievements and charisma, rather than relying solely on
formalized power structures.  In contrast, a village head typically operates within the confines of their own
village, whose authority may stem from traditional, hereditary, or formal roles rather than personal influence.
This means that the social dynamics and leadership responsibilities of a big man are fundamentally more
expansive and relational compared to those of a village head.  The other options do not appropriately capture
this essential difference. The ability to enforce decisions is not a defining feature that separates a big man from
a village head, as both may hold varying degrees of power depending on the specific cultural context. While a
village head can be hereditary, not all village heads are, and this does not universally apply to the concept of a
big man. Furthermore, a big man does not have a permanent authority role but rather relies on the voluntary
support and recognition from his followers, meaning his influence is often contingent on his ability to
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://anth.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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