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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What was the fyrd?
A. The professional standing army
B. The local militia of freemen that served in campaigns
C. The king's bodyguard
D. A tax unit

2. What were bishops responsible for in addition to other duties?
A. Local Peasants
B. Local Priests
C. Monks
D. Kings

3. Why was the forest valuable to people at the time?
A. Timber was a primary material and timber substitutes were scarce/expensive
B. It provided gold
C. It was a place for markets
D. It produced crops

4. Geld taxed to pay the king and ensure loyalty among Tenants-In-Chiefs.
A. Geld was set and paid the king as well as reliefs from Tenants-In-Chiefs to

ensure loyalty
B. Geld funded church building
C. Geld funded foreign wars
D. Geld replaced by taxes on villagers

5. How was service in the fyrd determined?
A. One man for every five hides
B. One man for every ten hides
C. All freemen served
D. A fixed quota of ten soldiers per hundred hides

6. What was William doing in the south while Harold decided his path?
A. Terrifying townspeople in the south
B. Negotiating with English nobles
C. Building a fortress on the south coast
D. Retreating to Normandy
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7. Where did William land and establish a base during the invasion leading to
Hastings?
A. Pevensey Bay; Hastings
B. Dover; Canterbury
C. York; Lincoln
D. Southampton; Winchester

8. After the death of Earl Godwin in 1053, who became Earl of Wessex?
A. Harold Godwinson
B. Tostig Godwinson
C. Gryth Godwinson
D. Leofwine Godwinson

9. Which term describes the collective body of free men who could be called
to serve in the fyrd?
A. Embassy
B. Aristocracy
C. Fyrd
D. Housecarls

10. Under William's feudal system, who initially owned all the land?
A. The King
B. The Church
C. The Knights
D. The Peasants
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. A
4. A
5. A
6. A
7. A
8. A
9. C
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What was the fyrd?
A. The professional standing army
B. The local militia of freemen that served in campaigns
C. The king's bodyguard
D. A tax unit

The fyrd is the local militia of freemen who were called up from the shires to serve in campaigns. In Anglo-Saxon
England, armies weren’t a standing professional force; instead, the king could mobilize these local freemen to
fight when needed, often for a defined period, while they returned home afterward. They provided manpower and
fought alongside the aristocratic retainers but were not a permanent army or the king’s personal bodyguard, and
the levy itself wasn’t a tax unit. This combination of local origin, limited service, and status as freemen is what
defines the fyrd.

2. What were bishops responsible for in addition to other duties?
A. Local Peasants
B. Local Priests
C. Monks
D. Kings

Bishops were senior church leaders who oversaw a diocese, and a key part of that role was supervising the local
priests who ran parish churches and administered the sacraments to the people. So, in addition to other duties
like managing church property and guiding doctrine, their everyday link to the community was through those
priests serving the parish. They didn’t have direct governance over kings, and monks belong to monasteries
rather than parish life, while peasants are laypeople. The best fit is the local priests.

3. Why was the forest valuable to people at the time?
A. Timber was a primary material and timber substitutes were scarce/expensive
B. It provided gold
C. It was a place for markets
D. It produced crops

Forests were valuable mainly because timber was the primary building material of the time, and there weren’t
easy or cheap substitutes. Large, straight timbers were essential for constructing houses, churches,
fortifications, and ships, and alternatives like stone or metal-framed structures were more expensive or less
practical for everyday needs. That scarcity of good timber made access to forests a major economic asset. In
contrast, gold isn’t produced from forests, markets were located in towns rather than in woodland, and crops
come from fields, not forests. So the forest’s true value lay in supplying the crucial timber that everything else
depended on.
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4. Geld taxed to pay the king and ensure loyalty among Tenants-In-Chiefs.
A. Geld was set and paid the king as well as reliefs from Tenants-In-Chiefs to

ensure loyalty
B. Geld funded church building
C. Geld funded foreign wars
D. Geld replaced by taxes on villagers

Geld is a royal revenue tool from the Norman period, used to fund the crown and to secure the loyalty of the great
lords who held land directly from the king. The king set the rate and expected Tenants-in-Chief to provide the
money, with reliefs playing a key role: heirs paying reliefs to their lord when inheriting estates, which in this
context helped bind the lords to the crown. Together, these payments—geld to the king and reliefs from the
Tenants-in-Chief—structured royal finances around close feudal relationships and ensured ongoing loyalty.  This
isn’t about funding church building or funding foreign wars as the primary purpose, and it isn’t simply a shift to
taxing villagers. The distinctive idea is the feudal connection: a king’s general levy (geld) backed by the
obligation of Tenants-in-Chief to contribute reliefs, reinforcing loyalty and control.

5. How was service in the fyrd determined?
A. One man for every five hides
B. One man for every ten hides
C. All freemen served
D. A fixed quota of ten soldiers per hundred hides

In the Anglo-Saxon fyrd, military service was not a universal obligation but a levy tied to land. Land was
measured in hides, a unit used to estimate wealth and the number of men a community could supply. The
standard rule was that one armed free man was expected for every five hides. This ratio gave local rulers a
practical way to size up how many soldiers could be raised from a shire or hundred when a campaign arose, and
it scaled with landholding so larger communities contributed more fighters.  So the best answer reflects this:
service was determined by a five-hide-per-man quota, not by a universal obligation, not by a different ratio, and
not by every freeman serving regardless of land. The other options don’t fit the historical pattern because they
imply universal service, a different per-hides ratio, or a fixed per-area quota that doesn’t match how the fyrd was
organized.

6. What was William doing in the south while Harold decided his path?
A. Terrifying townspeople in the south
B. Negotiating with English nobles
C. Building a fortress on the south coast
D. Retreating to Normandy

The idea being tested is how William used intimidation and rapid action to secure the south as Harold weighed
his next move. When William landed on the south coast, his forces moved through towns and along the
coastline, spreading fear and making organized English resistance harder. This use of the population's fear
helped to ensure Norman control in the region while Harold decided whether to march south for a confrontation
or head somewhere else. That sense of psychological pressure and swift occupation is why terrorizing southern
towns is the best fit for what William was doing at that moment.
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7. Where did William land and establish a base during the invasion leading to
Hastings?
A. Pevensey Bay; Hastings
B. Dover; Canterbury
C. York; Lincoln
D. Southampton; Winchester

The question is testing where William first touched down to begin the Norman invasion of England and where he
set up his initial bases. William crossed the English Channel and landed at Pevensey Bay on the Sussex coast.
From that beachhead he established a secure base, using Pevensey Castle to hold essentials and protect the
foothold before marching inland toward Hastings for the decisive confrontation. The other locations don’t match
the actual landing site or the established base during this invasion.

8. After the death of Earl Godwin in 1053, who became Earl of Wessex?
A. Harold Godwinson
B. Tostig Godwinson
C. Gryth Godwinson
D. Leofwine Godwinson

The question is about how power was passed within a powerful noble family in Anglo-Saxon England. When Earl
Godwin died in 1053, his eldest son, Harold Godwinson, was chosen to take over the earldom of Wessex. This
reflected the common pattern of a father’s title passing to his heir, especially for a son who had already proven
capable and who had the king’s trust. Harold’s appointment kept the Godwin family's grip on a vital region and
laid the groundwork for his later rise to kingship in 1066. The other brothers did not inherit Wessex—Tostig
became Earl of Northumbria, while Gryth (Gyrth) and Leofwine held other lordships rather than Wessex.

9. Which term describes the collective body of free men who could be called
to serve in the fyrd?
A. Embassy
B. Aristocracy
C. Fyrd
D. Housecarls

In Anglo-Saxon England, the term fyrd describes the general body of free men who could be called up to serve in
military duty. This was a local militia drawn from freemen and landholders who owed military service to their lord
or the king. They were not full-time soldiers; when mobilized they would equip themselves and fight alongside
professionals as needed. This differs from housecarls, who were the king’s professional infantry, paid and
regularly trained, and from embassy and aristocracy, which refer to a diplomatic mission and a social class,
respectively. So the collective force of free men eligible for service is the fyrd.
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10. Under William's feudal system, who initially owned all the land?
A. The King
B. The Church
C. The Knights
D. The Peasants

In William's feudal system, the king is the ultimate owner of all land. After conquering England, William asserted
that all land belonged to the crown and could be granted out as fiefs to tenants in return for military service and
loyalty. From the top down, lords held land from the king, knights and other followers held from those lords, and
peasants worked the land under the authority of their immediate lord. The Church could own substantial lands,
but even those lands were held with the king’s authority and could be granted or regulated by the crown. So the
defining idea is that sovereignty over land starts with the king, making the king the initial owner of all land in this
system.

Sample study guide, visit https://anglosaxonnormanengland.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 14

SAMPLE



Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://anglosaxonnormanengland.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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