AMSCO AP UNITED
STATES HISTORY EXAM
(APUSH) — PERIOD 5
PRACTICE TEST
(SAMPLE)

STUDY GUIDE

"ﬁ, .

VISIT US ONLINE FOR
THE FULL VERSION STUDY GUIDE

https://amscoapushperiod5.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.




Table of Contents

070 )7/ T |1 1
Table of CONtENTS ... 2
INtrodUCtion .. 3
How to Use This GUIAE ... 4
QUESTIONS ..o 5
AN WIS e 8
EXPlanations ... 10

N Xt S P S oo e 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What was the political slogan used in the 1844 election that emphasized
U.S. claims to Oregon territory?

A. Fifty Four Forty or Fight
B. Oregon or Bust

C. Manifest Destiny Now
D. Claim the West

2. What is a scalawag in the context of Reconstruction?
A. A Northern soldier
B. A Southern supporter of Reconstruction
C. A carpetbagger from the North
D. A Freedman

3. What impact did "Uncle Tom's Cabin” have on the abolitionist movement?
A. It decreased support for slavery
B. It portrayed slavery as brutal and immoral
C. It encouraged the South to strengthen their slave laws
D. It had no significant effect on public opinion

4. Which plan offered full pardons to Southerners who pledged allegiance to
the Union and acknowledged emancipation?

A. Wade-Davis Bill

B. Proclamation of Amnesty

C. Johnson's Reconstruction Plan
D. Freedmen's Bureau

5. What was the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation issued by
Lincoln?

A. It established the United States Army.

B. It granted citizenship to all African Americans.

C. It freed all slaves in areas still at war with the Union.
D. It ended the Civil War.
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6. Which of the following best describes the outcome of the Bleeding Kansas
events?

A. It led to Kansas entering the Union as a free state
B. It increased tensions between the North and South
C. It solidified the power of pro-slavery supporters

D. It led to significant political reforms

7. What was the focus of the Pacific Railway Act?
A. Resettling Native Americans.
B. Encouraging the construction of a transcontinental railroad.
C. Raising funds for the Civil War.
D. Regulating interstate trade.

8. What concept emerged in the post-Civil War South focusing on the idea of
industrial development?

A. Old South

B. New South

C. Southern Renaissance
D. Progressive South

9. What impact did the split in the Democratic party have on the Election of
18607?

A. It led to a united Democratic front against Lincoln

B. It allowed a Republican victory without Southern support
C. It made the election irrelevant to national politics

D. It increased voter turnout in Southern states

10. Who invented the telegraph and developed the Morse code?
A. Thomas Edison
B. Alexander Graham Bell
C. Samuel Morse
D. Guglielmo Marconi
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Explanations




1. What was the political slogan used in the 1844 election that emphasized
U.S. claims to Oregon territory?

A. Fifty Four Forty or Fight
B. Oregon or Bust

C. Manifest Destiny Now
D. Claim the West

The political slogan "Fifty-Four Forty or Fight” was a direct reference to the latitude line (54°40’) that marked the
northern boundary of the territory that expansionists believed the United States should claim from Britain,
specifically the Oregon Territory. During the 1844 presidential election, the slogan was popularized by James K.
Polk, who advocated for the annexation of this region, which was at the time jointly occupied by both the United
States and Great Britain. The adoption of this slogan was a key component of Polk's campaign and reflected the
broader ideology of Manifest Destiny, the belief that the United States was destined to expand across the entire
North American continent. The slogan conveyed a sense of urgency and a willingness to fight for what was
perceived to be American land, appealing to the sense of nationalism and expansionism prevalent during that
era. In comparison, other slogans like "Oregon or Bust" also hinted at westward expansion but were not as
politically significant in the context of the 1844 election. "Manifest Destiny Now” is a modern interpretation of
the era’s beliefs, and "Claim the West” lacks the specific geographic reference that was central to the debate
over Oregon. Thus, "Fifty-Four Forty or Fight

2. What is a scalawag in the context of Reconstruction?
A. A Northern soldier
B. A Southern supporter of Reconstruction

C. A carpetbagger from the North
D. A Freedman

A scalawag refers to a Southern supporter of Reconstruction, particularly during the post-Civil War period when
efforts were made to reintegrate the Southern states into the Union and rebuild the South. Scalawags were
typically white Southerners who, for various reasons—such as economic opportunity, ideology, or a belief in civil
rights—took part in the Reconstruction efforts, often collaborating with Northern Republicans and seeking to
promote the integration of freed African Americans into society. These individuals were often viewed negatively
by other white Southerners, who saw them as traitors or as opportunists seeking personal gain. By supporting
Reconstruction policies, scalawags played a crucial role in both the political and social transformations
occurring in the South during this era, including advocating for schools, civil rights, and legal reforms. Their
support was essential in the establishment of Republican governments in the South during Reconstruction.
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3. What impact did "Uncle Tom’s Cabin" have on the abolitionist movement?
A. It decreased support for slavery
B. It portrayed slavery as brutal and immoral

C. It encouraged the South to strengthen their slave laws
D. It had no significant effect on public opinion

"Uncle Tom's Cabin,” written by Harriet Beecher Stowe and published in 1852, played a crucial role in shaping
public perception of slavery in America. The novel vividly depicted the brutal realities and moral injustices of
slavery through the experiences of its characters, particularly the suffering of the enslaved Tom. By humanizing
the enslaved and showcasing the emotional and physical abuses they endured, the book persuaded many
readers to see slavery not merely as a political or economic issue but as a deeply moral one. This portrayal was
instrumental in galvanizing anti-slavery sentiments among Northerners and others who might have previously
been ambivalent about the institution of slavery. The emotional connections established through the narrative
helped spark conversations about emancipation and the necessity of abolitionist efforts. Moreover, the
widespread popularity of the book helped to rally support for the abolitionist movement, making the moral
arguments against slavery more accessible and relatable to the average reader. The impact of "Uncle Tom's
Cabin” extended beyond its initial publication; it became a symbol of the abolitionist cause and is often credited
with helping to lay the groundwork for the Civil War by contributing to the growing tensions between the North
and South over the issue of slavery.

4. Which plan offered full pardons to Southerners who pledged allegiance to
the Union and acknowledged emancipation?

A. Wade-Davis Bill
B. Proclamation of Amnesty

C. Johnson's Reconstruction Plan
D. Freedmen's Bureau

The Proclamation of Amnesty, issued by President Abraham Lincoln in December 1863, outlined a plan to
facilitate the reintegration of Southern states into the Union following the Civil War. Under this plan, full pardons
were granted to Southerners who took an oath of allegiance to the Union and recognized the end of slavery
through emancipation. This approach aimed to encourage reconciliation and restore the Southern states as
quickly as possible. The significance of the Proclamation of Amnesty lay in its leniency, reflecting Lincoln's
desire for a faster peace and healing process after the tumultuous conflict. The two key conditions—pledging
loyalty to the Union and acknowledging emancipation—were meant to diminish future hostilities and facilitate a
smoother transition back to a unified nation. In contrast, the Wade-Davis Bill advocated for stricter terms for
Southern states, requiring a majority of white male citizens in those states to take an “ironclad oath” swearing
they had never supported the Confederacy before they could reestablish their governments. This approach was
much harsher and was ultimately pocket-vetoed by Lincoln. Johnson's Reconstruction Plan, which followed
Lincoln's assassination, also provided for pardons but included additional requirements that were much more
complex than Lincoln'’s original terms.
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5. What was the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation issued by
Lincoln?

A. It established the United States Army.

B. It granted citizenship to all African Americans.

C. It freed all slaves in areas still at war with the Union.
D. It ended the Civil War.

The Emancipation Proclamation, issued by President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, specifically aimed to
free enslaved individuals in those states that were in rebellion against the Union during the Civil War, namely the
Confederacy. This means that enslaved people in Confederate-held territories were declared free, while those in
border states loyal to the Union were not affected by the Proclamation. This action was significant for several
reasons: 1. Strategic War Measure: The Proclamation was intended as a strategic move to weaken the
Confederacy’s war effort by undermining its labor force. By freeing slaves in the rebellious states, Lincoln aimed
to encourage those individuals to escape and join the Union Army, thereby bolstering Northern forces. 2. Shift in
War Goals: The issuance of the Proclamation shifted the war’s focus from simply preserving the Union to also
including the abolition of slavery as a war aim. It helped to redefine the purpose of the Civil War, making it not
just a battle for the Union but also a struggle for freedom. 3. Moral Stance: The proclamation gave moral weight
to the Union cause, presenting the fight against the Confederacy as a struggle against slavery. This helped to
gain support from abolitionists and those in favor of

6. Which of the following best describes the outcome of the Bleeding Kansas
events?

A. It led to Kansas entering the Union as a free state
B. It increased tensions between the North and South

C. It solidified the power of pro-slavery supporters
D. It led to significant political reforms

The events known as Bleeding Kansas were a series of violent confrontations that erupted in the Kansas
Territory between 1854 and 1859, primarily between anti-slavery and pro-slavery factions. The outcome of these
events significantly heightened tensions between the North and South in the pre-Civil War era. As pro-slavery
and anti-slavery settlers flooded into Kansas to influence whether the state would enter the Union as free or
slave, violent conflicts erupted, including notable incidents like the sack of Lawrence and the Pottawatomie
Massacre led by John Brown. These confrontations were emblematic of the growing national divide over the
slavery issue, showcasing the failure of popular sovereignty as a means to resolve the conflict and highlighting
the intense emotional and political stakes involved. This escalation in violence not only polarized the national
debate but also contributed to the collapse of the Whig Party and the rise of the Republican Party, which
opposed the expansion of slavery. Consequently, Bleeding Kansas became a microcosm of the broader conflict
that would lead to the Civil War, making the increase in tensions between the North and South the most accurate
characterization of the outcome of these events.
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7. What was the focus of the Pacific Railway Act?
A. Resettling Native Americans.
B. Encouraging the construction of a transcontinental railroad.

C. Raising funds for the Civil War.
D. Regulating interstate trade.

The Pacific Railway Act, passed in 1862, primarily aimed to encourage the construction of a transcontinental
railroad. This legislative act facilitated the expansion of the United States westward by providing federal support,
including land grants and loans, to railroad companies tasked with building the railway. The completion of this
railroad was seen as crucial for promoting settlement in the West, improving transportation across the country,
and fostering economic growth. By linking the eastern and western parts of the United States, the
transcontinental railroad would facilitate the movement of people, goods, and mail, ultimately transforming the
nation's economy and its societal landscape. The act not only reinforced the government’'s commitment to
westward expansion but also reflected the belief in Manifest Destiny, the idea that Americans were destined to
expand across the continent. The other options relate to significant issues of the time but do not capture the
primary goal of the Pacific Railway Act. Resettling Native Americans involved different policies and acts aimed at
managing Indigenous populations in the context of westward expansion. While raising funds for the Civil War
was a separate priority requiring financial measures and acts during that era, it wasn't the specific focus of the
Pacific Railway Act. Regulating interstate trade would pertain more to commerce and economic regulation than
to infrastructure development as

8. What concept emerged in the post-Civil War South focusing on the idea of
industrial development?

A. Old South
B. New South
C. Southern Renaissance

D. Progressive South

The concept of the "New South” emerged in the post-Civil War South as a vision for the region's economic and
social transformation. Advocates of the New South aimed to move away from the agrarian economy that had
dominated the antebellum South, which relied heavily on plantation agriculture and slavery. Instead, they sought
to promote industrialization, urbanization, and diversification of the economy. Prominent figures like Henry
Grady, a journalist, pushed for the idea that the South could become a vibrant part of the national economy
through the development of industries, such as textiles and manufacturing. The New South envisioned a future
where the South could compete with the North in terms of industrial output and economic growth, leveraging its
resources and labor in new ways. This concept was significant because it encapsulated the hopes and
aspirations of many Southerners who believed that the region could reshape its identity and achieve greater
economic prosperity in the post-war era. The New South idea also included themes of reconciliatory politics
between the North and South, as well as the promotion of education and the building of transportation networks
to facilitate this industrial growth.
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9. What impact did the split in the Democratic party have on the Election of
1860?

A. It led to a united Democratic front against Lincoln
B. It allowed a Republican victory without Southern support

C. It made the election irrelevant to national politics
D. It increased voter turnout in Southern states

The split in the Democratic Party during the Election of 1860 had a significant impact on the political landscape,
granting an advantage to the Republican candidate, Abraham Lincoln. As the Democratic Party fractured into
Northern and Southern factions, it effectively divided the votes that would traditionally support a single
Democratic candidate. This division meant that instead of consolidating their strength to challenge Lincoln, the
Democrats splintered their voter base, allowing Lincoln to secure victory without needing support from the
Southern states. Lincoln’s platform focused on halting the expansion of slavery into the territories, which
resonated with many voters in the North. The inability of the Democrats to present a unified candidate against
him—resulting from their internal conflicts over issues related to slavery—ultimately made it feasible for Lincoln
to win the presidency with a plurality of the votes, despite having no support from the Southern states. This
context illustrates how the fracturing of the Democratic Party played a pivotal role in shaping the election
results, facilitating Lincoln's ascent to the presidency and influencing the course of the nation in the lead-up to
the Civil War.

10. Who invented the telegraph and developed the Morse code?
A. Thomas Edison
B. Alexander Graham Bell
C. Samuel Morse

D. Guglielmo Marconi

Samuel Morse is credited with the invention of the telegraph and the development of Morse code. In the early
1830s, Morse, along with his assistant Alfred Vail, created a communication system that allowed for the
transmission of messages over long distances using electric signals. This innovation significantly changed the
way information was disseminated, enabling instant communication that was previously impossible. Morse
code consists of a series of dots and dashes representing letters and numbers, providing a method for
simplifying communication over the telegraph. This code became internationally recognized and was widely
used in both commercial and military communication for many decades. Understanding Morse's contribution is
essential because it laid the groundwork for future advancements in communication technology, bridging
distances that could only be crossed slowly by horse or ship at the time. This development had profound social
and economic impacts, facilitating growth in industries such as railroads and telecommunication.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://amscoapushperiod5.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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