
American Institute of
Certified Planners (AICP)
Practice Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://aicp.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://aicp.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://aicp.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is the best way to solicit citizen input in
plan-making?
A. Online surveys
B. Public hearings
C. Neighborhood group leaders and citizen committees
D. Social media campaigns

2. What is the main benefit of conducting a fiscal impact
analysis?
A. It provides a clear blue-print for urban design
B. It estimates the difference between service costs and

generated revenues
C. It evaluates public sentiment about development
D. It identifies potential zoning issues

3. What is assessed in the "Rational Basis" test?
A. If a government action is taken without any interest
B. If the action relates to a reasonable government interest
C. If the actions taken are solely for political gain
D. If there is a unanimous community support

4. What was the significance of the case First English
Evangelical Lutheran Church v. County of Los Angeles?
A. The Supreme Court ruled that temporary takings require

compensation.
B. The Supreme Court allowed land-use restrictions without

compensation.
C. This case determined that public purpose is not necessary for

land-use restrictions.
D. The case established private property rights over local

government regulations.

5. What does it mean when zoning is described as "traditional
as-of-right"?
A. All land uses are subject to public hearings
B. Zoning regulations exist without additional permits required

for certain uses
C. Only court orders can change zoning classifications
D. It allows only incidental land uses beyond the main use
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6. Who is a prominent advocate of New Urbanism?
A. Jessica Brubaker
B. Peter Calthorpe
C. Jane Jacobs
D. Richard Florida

7. What does a confidence interval provide an estimate of?
A. It provides the average score of a sample.
B. It provides a range that likely includes an unknown

population parameter.
C. It provides the standard deviation of a sample.
D. It provides a fixed score value.

8. At what location quotient does an industry typically
become an exporter of employment?
A. 0.01
B. 0.001
C. 1.00
D. 1000

9. Banking institutions typically agree that housing is
unaffordable when individuals have to pay more than ____
percentage of their gross income toward mortgage payments?
A. 15
B. 25
C. 35
D. 45

10. What is an essential feature of effective land use
planning?
A. Preservation of historical landmarks
B. Minimizing developmental conflicts within communities
C. Maximizing property tax revenues
D. Ensuring aesthetic appeal
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://aicp.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 8

SA
M

PLE



1. C
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the best way to solicit citizen input in
plan-making?
A. Online surveys
B. Public hearings
C. Neighborhood group leaders and citizen committees
D. Social media campaigns

Engaging neighborhood group leaders and citizen committees in plan-making stands out
as the most effective method for soliciting citizen input because it fosters direct
communication and collaboration among community members. By working with
established leaders and organized citizen groups, planners can tap into existing networks
that already have a vested interest in community issues.   These leaders often possess
valuable insights into local concerns, values, and priorities, making their input
particularly meaningful. They also serve as trusted figures within their communities who
can encourage broader participation and ensure that diverse voices are represented. This
approach often yields deeper, more nuanced feedback compared to methods that may be
more impersonal, such as online surveys or public hearings.  Furthermore, involving
community leaders and committees can help build a sense of ownership and commitment
among citizens, as they feel their contributions are being considered in a structured and
respected way. This participatory approach strengthens relationships between planners
and community members, enhancing the likelihood that plans will reflect the needs and
aspirations of the community effectively.

2. What is the main benefit of conducting a fiscal impact
analysis?
A. It provides a clear blue-print for urban design
B. It estimates the difference between service costs and

generated revenues
C. It evaluates public sentiment about development
D. It identifies potential zoning issues

The main benefit of conducting a fiscal impact analysis lies in its ability to estimate the
difference between service costs and generated revenues. This analysis serves as a
crucial tool for local governments and planners to understand the financial implications
of a proposed development project or policy. By assessing both the costs associated with
providing public services (such as road maintenance, emergency services, and schools)
and the revenues generated through taxes and other sources, stakeholders can make
informed decisions about whether a project will financially benefit or burden the
community.  This type of analysis is particularly important in budget planning and
resource allocation. It enables planners and decision-makers to forecast the long-term
financial effects of developments and to weigh the potential economic benefits against
the costs incurred. Such insights can guide approvals, modifications to projects, or even
the rejection of proposals that may not align with the community's financial health and
goals.   In contrast, other options focus on different aspects of planning and
development. For example, while urban design is vital for aesthetic and functional
outcomes in land use, it is not directly tied to fiscal considerations. Evaluating public
sentiment is essential for community engagement but does not address the financial
ramifications of a project. Lastly, identifying zoning issues is necessary for regulatory
compliance and land use planning but does not provide insights into the
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3. What is assessed in the "Rational Basis" test?
A. If a government action is taken without any interest
B. If the action relates to a reasonable government interest
C. If the actions taken are solely for political gain
D. If there is a unanimous community support

The "Rational Basis" test is a standard used by courts to evaluate whether a government
action is justified and constitutional. It focuses on whether the action in question has a
rational connection to a legitimate government interest. In other words, to pass the
Rational Basis test, the government must show that its actions are reasonably related to
achieving a lawful public purpose or interest.   This means that as long as there is a
conceivable set of facts that justify the government’s action as being related to a
reasonable interest, the action will likely be upheld, even if it may not be the most
effective means of achieving that interest. The test does not require that the government
action be the best or the most effective way to serve that interest, only that it is not
arbitrary or capricious.   This is in contrast to more stringent tests that might require a
closer examination of the purpose of the law or action, which is not the case with the
Rational Basis test. It is often used in cases involving economic regulation or social
welfare legislation.

4. What was the significance of the case First English
Evangelical Lutheran Church v. County of Los Angeles?
A. The Supreme Court ruled that temporary takings require

compensation.
B. The Supreme Court allowed land-use restrictions without

compensation.
C. This case determined that public purpose is not necessary for

land-use restrictions.
D. The case established private property rights over local

government regulations.
The significance of the case First English Evangelical Lutheran Church v. County of Los
Angeles lies in its establishment that temporary takings of private property require
compensation. In this case, the church sought to build a camp on its property, but after
the Los Angeles County imposed a temporary zoning ordinance that prohibited any
development, the court ruled that this temporary restriction amounted to a taking under
the Fifth Amendment. This ruling reaffirmed the principle that property owners are
entitled to just compensation not only for permanent takings but also for temporary ones
when their property is subjected to significant limitations, effectively reinforcing
property rights against government actions that diminish the value or use of the land.
This precedent is essential in understanding the broader implications of land-use
regulations and the government's obligations when they restrict property rights, helping
to shape future litigation and policy in land-use planning.
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5. What does it mean when zoning is described as "traditional
as-of-right"?
A. All land uses are subject to public hearings
B. Zoning regulations exist without additional permits required

for certain uses
C. Only court orders can change zoning classifications
D. It allows only incidental land uses beyond the main use

When zoning is described as "traditional as-of-right," it means that zoning regulations
allow specific land uses by right, without the need for additional permits or special
approvals. This framework streamlines the development process, as developers and
property owners can proceed with their projects in accordance with the zoning
classification of their property without having to undergo a lengthy approval process or
seek variances.  This approach minimizes uncertainty for developers and provides clearer
expectations for land use, contributing to more predictable development patterns within
a community. It encourages investment and development in designated areas by reducing
bureaucratic hurdles.  The other options describe various zoning concepts or regulatory
requirements that do not align with the idea of "as-of-right" uses. Public hearings
typically apply to situations involving conditional uses or variances, and court orders
pertain to legal disputes rather than routine zoning classifications. Additionally,
incidental land uses suggest a secondary use that is not the primary focus, which
diverges from the concept of uses that are permitted by right within specific zoning
districts.

6. Who is a prominent advocate of New Urbanism?
A. Jessica Brubaker
B. Peter Calthorpe
C. Jane Jacobs
D. Richard Florida

The correct choice highlights Peter Calthorpe as a prominent advocate of New Urbanism,
a movement that promotes the design of walkable, sustainable communities that support
a mixed-use approach to urban planning. Calthorpe's contributions to the New Urbanism
movement are significant, as he has been instrumental in developing principles and
practices that encourage compact, transit-oriented development and
community-building. His work emphasizes the importance of reconnecting urban spaces
to create vibrant, functional environments, reducing dependence on automobiles, and
providing greater accessibility for residents.  Calthorpe authored several influential
works, including "The Next American Metropolis," where he outlined ideas that align
with the goals of New Urbanism, such as creating neighborhoods that foster community
and reduce environmental impact. His advocacy for innovative planning solutions, new
transit options, and integrated land use has made him a key figure in promoting the
vision of New Urbanism in urban design discussions.  Other individuals mentioned in the
options also have significant contributions to urban planning but do not specifically
represent New Urbanism in the same way. For instance, Jane Jacobs is known for her
advocacy of community-driven planning and urban activism, Richard Florida is
recognized for his work on the creative class and economic development, and Jessica
Brubaker's recognition in the
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7. What does a confidence interval provide an estimate of?
A. It provides the average score of a sample.
B. It provides a range that likely includes an unknown

population parameter.
C. It provides the standard deviation of a sample.
D. It provides a fixed score value.

A confidence interval provides a range of values that is likely to include an unknown
population parameter, such as the population mean or proportion. This statistical tool is
essential in inferential statistics, as it allows researchers to understand the degree of
uncertainty associated with sample estimates. By constructing a confidence interval
around a sample statistic, researchers acknowledge that the sample is only a subset of
the population and that there might be variability in the population.   The width of the
confidence interval gives insight into the precision of the estimate—narrow intervals
suggest more precision, while wider intervals indicate more uncertainty. This property of
confidence intervals makes them invaluable for making inferences about a population
based on sample data, providing an evidence-based way to estimate where the true
population parameter likely lies.

8. At what location quotient does an industry typically
become an exporter of employment?
A. 0.01
B. 0.001
C. 1.00
D. 1000

A location quotient of 1.00 indicates that the concentration of an industry in a specific
area is equal to the national average. At this point, the industry is often large enough to
supply its own local labor needs while also being competitive enough to export jobs
beyond the local area. Industries with a location quotient of 1.00 generally have a
balanced supply and demand, meaning they can sustain local employment levels and may
even provide jobs for individuals from outside the region, effectively exporting
employment.  A location quotient greater than 1.00 signals an industry that is specialized
in that area, increasing the likelihood of exporting employment significantly. However, in
the context of the question, reaching a location quotient of 1.00 is the preliminary
threshold where the industry starts becoming an exporter of employment, setting the
stage for potential growth and job exportation. Hence, this is why the value of 1.00 is
seen as the tipping point for employment exportation.
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9. Banking institutions typically agree that housing is
unaffordable when individuals have to pay more than ____
percentage of their gross income toward mortgage payments?
A. 15
B. 25
C. 35
D. 45

Housing affordability is often assessed using the percentage of gross income that
individuals are required to allocate toward housing costs, including mortgage payments.
When individuals must spend more than a certain threshold of their income, it becomes
increasingly challenging for them to cover other necessary expenses, which is why these
benchmarks are important in evaluating economic conditions and assisting policies.  The
widely accepted standard in housing affordability studies, including those utilized by
various banking institutions and housing authorities, is that housing is considered
unaffordable when households spend more than 30% of their gross income on housing
costs. However, in many instances, the specific number cited can vary slightly by source.
For the context of this question, the figure of 35% is commonly used as a practical
guideline indicating that when individuals are paying more than this percentage, they
might struggle to balance housing costs with other financial obligations.   This figure
acknowledges the reality that various economic factors, such as the local cost of living,
can push many households beyond this threshold, thereby highlighting a pressing need
for affordable housing initiatives and policies.

10. What is an essential feature of effective land use
planning?
A. Preservation of historical landmarks
B. Minimizing developmental conflicts within communities
C. Maximizing property tax revenues
D. Ensuring aesthetic appeal

Minimizing developmental conflicts within communities is an essential feature of
effective land use planning because it fosters harmonious relationships among residents,
developers, and local governments. Effective land use planning aims to create a balanced
and integrated approach to development that considers various stakeholders’ needs and
concerns. By focusing on conflict prevention, planners can facilitate smoother project
approvals, community cooperation, and sustainable growth.  When developments align
with the existing community fabric, they are less likely to face opposition, which can lead
to delays, increased costs, or project abandonment. Engaging the community early in the
planning process, addressing potential conflicts, and finding mutually beneficial
outcomes contributes to the overall effectiveness of land use planning. This approach
ultimately enhances community cohesion, supports economic development, and
preserves the quality of life for residents.  While the preservation of historical landmarks,
maximizing property tax revenues, and ensuring aesthetic appeal are all important
aspects of planning, they are typically part of a broader strategy to achieve the primary
goal of minimizing conflicts among different stakeholders.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://aicp.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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