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1. Where did Commodore George Dewey lead his squadron on
May 1, 1898?

A. Cuba

B. Hawaii

C. The Philippines
D. Spain

2. What event marked the United States' rise as an imperial
power?

A. The Boxer Rebellion

B. The Open Door policy

C. The Spanish-American War
D. The Treaty of Paris

3. What was the outcome of the American warships' actions in
Santiago Harbor on July 3, 1898?

A. They caused the Spanish to panic and flee.

B. They destroyed every vessel in the Spanish fleet.
C. They fought the Spanish fleet to a standstill.

D. They secured the surrender of the Spanish forces.

4. What economic factors drove the need for American
expansionism in the late 19th century?

A. The desire for new military bases

B. Industrialization and the need for new markets
C. The promotion of American culture abroad

D. Increased immigration to urban centers

5. How did U.S. attempts at opening trade with Japan
influence Japanese culture?

A. Japan began trading with America but remained aloof from
American culture.

B. Japan formed an alliance with China to protect their
interests.

C. The Japanese began an industrial revolution of their own.

D. The Japanese refused to change and maintained a closed
society

Sample study guide. Visit https://americanimperialism.examzify.com for the full version



6. What was one of the primary justifications given by the
U.S. for its expansionist policies?

A. Economic isolationism.
B. The desire to reduce military spending.

C. The belief in a civilizing mission to uplift other nations.
D. A commitment to international neutrality.

7. What does "Manifest Destiny" refer to in relation to
American expansion?

A. The belief that the U.S. was destined to expand across the
continent

B. An ideology promoting international diplomacy

C. A policy preventing foreign intervention in domestic affairs
D. A movement to promote cultural exchange

8. The Clayton Antitrust Act was significant because it
specifically mentioned which groups?

A. Manufacturers
B. Labor unions

C. Small businesses
D. Investors

9. What was a significant effect of the USS Oregon's voyage
during the 1898 conflict?

A. Increased U.S. foreign aid to the developing countries in
South America

B. Increased U.S. public support for the construction of a canal
through Central America

C. Decreased U.S. economic influence in the Western
Hemisphere

D. Decreased U.S. naval presence in the Caribbean Sea

10. What event marked the official end of the
Spanish-American War?

A. The Treaty of Paris

B. The signing of the Versailles Treaty
C. The annexation of Hawaii
D. The liberation of Cuba
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1. Where did Commodore George Dewey lead his squadron on
May 1, 1898?

A. Cuba
B. Hawaii

C. The Philippines
D. Spain

Commodore George Dewey led his squadron to The Philippines on May 1, 1898, during
the Spanish-American War. This military action took place in Manila Bay, where Dewey's
fleet engaged and defeated the Spanish naval forces. The victory at Manila Bay was
significant as it marked the United States' emergence as a colonial power and resulted in
the capture of the Philippines, which was a crucial step in America's imperialistic
endeavors in the late 19th century. This naval engagement showcased the effectiveness
of modern naval power and contributed to the broader goals of American imperialism
during this period. The successful campaign ultimately led to the end of Spanish colonial
rule in the Philippines and the establishment of U.S. control over the archipelago,
significantly impacting American foreign policy and territorial expansion.

2. What event marked the United States' rise as an imperial
power?

A. The Boxer Rebellion
B. The Open Door policy

C. The Spanish-American War
D. The Treaty of Paris

The Spanish-American War marked a significant turning point in the rise of the United
States as an imperial power. This conflict in 1898 was fought between the United States
and Spain, primarily over the issue of Cuban independence. The war resulted in a swift
victory for the United States, leading to the signing of the Treaty of Paris, which saw
Spain cede territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines to the United
States. This victory not only demonstrated military strength but also exemplified a shift
in U.S. foreign policy towards imperialism. The acquisition of these territories expanded
American influence considerably, marking a departure from earlier isolationist
tendencies. The war showcased the United States' burgeoning global presence and set
the stage for further expansion and intervention in international affairs. In contrast, the
Boxer Rebellion was a nationalist uprising in China aimed against foreign imperialism
and does not directly relate to U.S. ascension as an imperial power. The Open Door Policy
was a diplomatic approach advocating for equal trade rights in China, reflecting
American economic interests rather than territorial expansion. The Treaty of Paris
concluded the conflict but was primarily a formal agreement recognizing the outcomes of
the war, rather than an event that alone indicated imperial power. Thus, the
Spanish-American War is pivotal because
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3. What was the outcome of the American warships' actions in
Santiago Harbor on July 3, 1898?

A. They caused the Spanish to panic and flee.

B. They destroyed every vessel in the Spanish fleet.
C. They fought the Spanish fleet to a standstill.

D. They secured the surrender of the Spanish forces.

The actions of the American warships in Santiago Harbor on July 3, 1898, resulted in a
decisive victory for the United States, as they were able to destroy the majority of the
Spanish fleet. This naval engagement, part of the Spanish-American War, saw American
forces, led by Commodore George Dewey, launch a surprise attack that effectively
dismantled the Spanish naval presence in the Caribbean. The destruction of these vessels
not only weakened Spain's ability to defend its remaining territories but also marked a
critical turning point in the war, paving the way for American dominance in the region.
The overwhelming firepower and strategic advantage held by the U.S. Navy led to the
sinking or disabling of several ships, which was a key factor in securing victory for
American forces. This event was integral to the broader context of American imperialism,
as it reinforced the U.S.'s emerging role as a global power in the late 19th century.

4. What economic factors drove the need for American
expansionism in the late 19th century?

A. The desire for new military bases

B. Industrialization and the need for new markets
C. The promotion of American culture abroad

D. Increased immigration to urban centers

The late 19th century marked a significant period of industrialization in the United
States, which fundamentally transformed its economy. As industries expanded, American
manufacturers produced more goods than could be consumed domestically. This surplus
created a pressing need for new markets to sell American products abroad. The quest for
these international markets became a crucial economic driver behind American
expansionism during this era. Additionally, the industrial economy required access to
raw materials that could sustain manufacturing growth. By expanding overseas, the
United States aimed not only to sell excess goods but also to secure a steady supply of
resources essential for its industries. This desire for economic expansion reflected a
broader trend where nations sought to capitalize on global opportunities to enhance
their economic power and influence. In this context, the other answer choices do not
directly address the primary economic motivations behind American imperialism. While
military bases, cultural promotion, and immigration patterns played their roles in
shaping American society and policy, they were not the core drivers of the expansionist
drive related to economic interests during this period. Therefore, the emphasis on
seeking new markets and resources aligns best with the historical context of American
expansionism in the late 19th century.
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5. How did U.S. attempts at opening trade with Japan
influence Japanese culture?

A. Japan began trading with America but remained aloof from
American culture.

B. Japan formed an alliance with China to protect their
interests.

C. The Japanese began an industrial revolution of their own.

D. The Japanese refused to change and maintained a closed
society

The selected answer highlights a significant transformation in Japan's approach to
modernization and industrialization as a direct consequence of U.S. trade initiatives.
When Commodore Matthew Perry arrived in Japan in 1853, his fleet's presence effectively
ended Japan's period of isolation, known as sakoku. The subsequent Treaty of Kanagawa
in 1854 opened Japanese ports to American trade and set the stage for increased
engagement with Western powers. This opening initiated a profound cultural and
societal shift within Japan. Faced with the realization of their technological and military
inferiority compared to Western nations, Japanese leaders recognized the need to adopt
Western technologies and practices. This recognition stimulated an industrial revolution
in Japan as they began to modernize their economy, infrastructure, and military. The
Meiji Restoration, which commenced in 1868, epitomized this movement, as Japan
rapidly industrialized and embraced Western ideas while simultaneously fostering a
sense of nationalism. Through these developments, rather than remaining isolated or
merely adopting Western culture in a superficial manner, Japan significantly transformed
its society, leading to a modern nation capable of competing on the global stage. This
pivotal shift was characterized by the establishment of industries, railways, and improved

military capabilities, laying the groundwork for Japan's emergence as a major world
power

6. What was one of the primary justifications given by the
U.S. for its expansionist policies?

A. Economic isolationism.
B. The desire to reduce military spending.

C. The belief in a civilizing mission to uplift other nations.
D. A commitment to international neutrality.

One of the primary justifications given by the U.S. for its expansionist policies was the
belief in a civilizing mission to uplift other nations. This idea was rooted in the concept
of Manifest Destiny, which suggested that it was the United States' destiny and duty to
expand its territory and influence. Proponents of this belief held that American values,
democracy, and culture were superior and should be spread to "less developed" nations.
This rationale was often used to justify actions in places like the Philippines, Hawaii, and
Puerto Rico, where Americans believed they were bringing progress and enlightenment
through their governance and way of life. The emphasis on a civilizing mission played a
crucial role in shaping American foreign policy during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, portraying imperialism as a moral obligation rather than mere ambition or
conquest. This perspective allowed for widespread public support and justification for
expansionist activities, framing them as beneficial not only for the U.S. but also for the
societies being affected.
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7. What does "Manifest Destiny" refer to in relation to
American expansion?

A. The belief that the U.S. was destined to expand across the
continent

B. An ideology promoting international diplomacy
C. A policy preventing foreign intervention in domestic affairs
D. A movement to promote cultural exchange

"Manifest Destiny" refers to the belief that the United States was destined by fate or
divine providence to expand its territory across the entire North American continent.
This ideology emerged in the 19th century and was used to justify westward expansion,
including the annexation of territories such as Texas, Oregon, and California. Proponents
of Manifest Destiny believed that it was not only the right of the U.S. to expand, but also
its obligation to bring civilization and democracy to what they viewed as less developed
regions. The concept played a significant role in shaping American foreign policy and
territorial acquisitions, as well as influencing attitudes toward indigenous populations
and other nations in North America. It fostered a sense of national unity and purpose
among Americans, framing territorial expansion as a moral imperative, often
disregarding the impact on Native Americans and other cultures. The other choices do
not capture the essence of Manifest Destiny, as they pertain to different aspects of
governance and diplomacy rather than the specific belief in territorial expansion that
characterized this ideology.

8. The Clayton Antitrust Act was significant because it
specifically mentioned which groups?

A. Manufacturers
B. Labor unions

C. Small businesses
D. Investors

The Clayton Antitrust Act of 1914 is particularly significant because it explicitly
addressed labor unions and their rights in the context of antitrust laws. Prior to this act,
labor unions were often viewed through the lens of antitrust legislation as conspiracies in
restraint of trade, which led to legal actions against them. The Act clarified that labor
unions and agricultural organizations were not considered illegal monopolies under the
antitrust laws, thus protecting their activities from being prosecuted as antitrust
violations. This was a landmark development in labor rights, as it recognized the
importance of collective bargaining and the ability of workers to organize without the
fear of legal repercussions that could be invoked by employers claiming antitrust
violations. The inclusion of labor unions in this act marked a significant shift in the
recognition of workers' rights within American economic and legal frameworks. This
emphasis on labor unions distinguishes the Clayton Antitrust Act from discussions about
manufacturers, small businesses, and investors, which were not directly addressed in the
same protective manner.
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9. What was a significant effect of the USS Oregon's voyage
during the 1898 conflict?

A. Increased U.S. foreign aid to the developing countries in
South America

B. Increased U.S. public support for the construction of a canal
through Central America

C. Decreased U.S. economic influence in the Western
Hemisphere

D. Decreased U.S. naval presence in the Caribbean Sea

The voyage of the USS Oregon during the 1898 conflict, particularly in the context of the
Spanish-American War, was significant in highlighting the strategic need for a quicker
route between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The USS Oregon made a grueling journey
from San Francisco, around South America, to join the fleet in Havana. This arduous trip
illustrated the logistical challenges the U.S. faced in projecting military power across
oceans and underscored the importance of a canal. As a result, the public and
policymakers recognized the necessity of constructing a maritime canal through Central
America to facilitate faster deployment of naval forces and improve military readiness.
This sentiment fostered increased support for initiatives like the Panama Canal, which
would become a critical infrastructure project in the following years. The Oregon's
voyage effectively shifted perceptions and galvanized backing for such development,
emphasizing the strategic advantages of having a canal to connect the two oceans.
Consequently, this event reinforced the idea that a stronger naval presence and quicker
communication could support American interests and assert dominance in both the
Pacific and Caribbean regions, directly aligning with the momentum toward American
expansionism during this period.

10. What event marked the official end of the
Spanish-American War?

A. The Treaty of Paris

B. The signing of the Versailles Treaty
C. The annexation of Hawaii

D. The liberation of Cuba

The official end of the Spanish-American War was marked by the signing of the Treaty of
Paris in December 1898. This treaty formalized the cessation of hostilities between the
United States and Spain and outlined the terms of peace. As part of the agreement, Spain
ceded Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines to the United States, significantly
expanding American territories and influence. The Treaty of Paris not only ended
military engagements but also established the United States as a colonial power,
reflecting the imperialistic aspirations of the late 19th century. The other options do not
pertain directly to the conclusion of the Spanish-American War. The signing of the
Versailles Treaty occurred after World War I and had no relevance to the conflict with
Spain. The annexation of Hawaii took place in 1898 but was a separate event. Similarly,
while Cuba's liberation was a significant outcome of the war, it was the treaty that
officially concluded the conflict.
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