Alberta Social Studies 20-1
Practice Exam (Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:

https://albertasocialstudies201.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://albertasocialstudies201.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e e 1
Table of Contents ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeens 2
INtroduction ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e ceeeeae 3
How to Use This Guide ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniinens 4
L1011 =13 0 ) 1 7 5
ANSWETS ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeentaacacosentosentonsncossntosensoscnsanss 8
EXplanations ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieetiacnttnenenes 10

LN T ] 1= 0 1 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. Which organization coordinates humanitarian relief and
peacekeeping internationally?

A. United Nations

B. World Health Organization
C. World Trade Organization
D. European Union

2. Core principles of peacekeeping: consent, impartiality, and
only force for self-defense.

A. Peacekeepers Need: Consent, Impartiality, Only force for
Self-Defence

B. Sovereignty, Impartiality, Military Intervention
C. Cooperation, Neutrality, Economic Sanctions
D. Trade, Peace, Security

3. What role do cultural symbols and myths play in shaping
national identity?

A. They provide shared narratives that foster belonging, pride,
and political participation.

B. They are irrelevant to identity.
C. They determine economic policy.
D. They are legally binding.

4. Which term describes the Nazi policy to exterminate Jewish
people?

A. Final Solution
B. Lebensraum
C. Holocaust

D. Genocide

5. What is the purpose of public policy in a mixed economy
with respect to market failures?

A. To maximize private profits.
B. To remove all government intervention.
C. To promote only deregulation.

D. To correct market failures, provide public goods, and
stabilize the economy through policy tools.
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6. Which referendum or discussion in 1992 involved
constitutional reform discussions and included a plan for
Quebec's status?

A. Meech Lake Accord
B. Bi and Bi Commission
C. Charlottetown Accord
D. 1995 Referendum

7. When resource development is considered, what is the

effect of recognizing Indigenous rights and employing
stewardship?

A. Rights and stewardship guide decisions, including
consultation and environmental assessment.

B. Indigenous rights are not considered in development.
C. Only economic factors matter.
D. Environmental stewardship is optional.

8. In the Canadian federal system, which level(s) share
responsibility for healthcare policy?

A. Only the federal government.

B. Municipal governments.

C. Both federal and provincial governments.
D. Only the provincial governments.

9. Why is geography important in social studies?
A. It focuses on astrology.

B. It explains how place, space, resources, and environments
influence political decisions, economies, and cultures.

C. It has no bearing on economics.
D. It is only about map colors.

10. Which referendum was to give distinct society to Quebec?
A. Meech Lake Accord
B. Bi and Bi Commission
C. 1980 Referendum
D. Charlottetown Accord
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Explanations




1. Which organization coordinates humanitarian relief and
peacekeeping internationally?

A. United Nations

B. World Health Organization
C. World Trade Organization
D. European Union

Coordinating humanitarian relief and peacekeeping on an international scale requires a
global body that unites many countries, organizes aid delivery in crises, and, when
needed, supports peacekeeping operations. That role is fulfilled by the United Nations,
which coordinates relief through agencies like the World Food Programme, UNICEF, and
OCHA, and carries out peacekeeping missions through Security Council-approved
mandates. The other organizations have more specific focuses: the World Health
Organization concentrates on health issues, the World Trade Organization deals with
trade rules, and the European Union is a regional bloc that, while it can contribute to aid
efforts, does not coordinate international peacekeeping and relief across the globe.

2. Core principles of peacekeeping: consent, impartiality, and
only force for self-defense.

A. Peacekeepers Need: Consent, Impartiality, Only force for
Self-Defence

B. Sovereignty, Impartiality, Military Intervention
C. Cooperation, Neutrality, Economic Sanctions
D. Trade, Peace, Security

Peacekeeping rests on three guiding principles: consent of the host parties, impartiality,
and the use of force only for self-defense. Consent means peacekeepers operate with the
agreement of the parties to the conflict and the hosting government, which helps them
gain access and legitimacy on the ground. Impartiality means they do not take sides or
push a political agenda for one party, which builds trust with all communities and
prevents turning peacekeepers into combatants in the war. The rule of using force only in
self-defense—often extended to protecting civilians in modern missions—keeps the
mission focused on reducing violence without escalating the conflict or becoming a party
to the dispute. The other options mix different ideas such as sovereignty with military
intervention, or economic tools and trade approaches, which do not describe the
traditional peacekeeping framework.
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3. What role do cultural symbols and myths play in shaping
national identity?

A. They provide shared narratives that foster belonging, pride,
and political participation.

B. They are irrelevant to identity.
C. They determine economic policy.
D. They are legally binding.

Cultural symbols and myths create shared stories that knit people together into a
recognizable community. When a nation adopts common symbols—like flags, anthems,
founding stories, and heroic myths—they provide a language for belonging and pride.
This shared narrative helps people see themselves as part of something larger than
themselves, which in turn motivates them to participate in public life, vote, support
national projects, and engage in civic activities. While these narratives can influence how
people view institutions and civic duties, they don’t directly fix economic policies or
create legal obligations. Policies are made through formal government processes and
laws, not through myths, even though the stories people tell can shape what they
consider important and worth pursuing.

4. Which term describes the Nazi policy to exterminate Jewish
people?

A. Final Solution

B. Lebensraum
C. Holocaust
D. Genocide

The key idea here is the Nazi plan name for annihilating the Jewish population. The
policy to exterminate Jews was explicitly called the Final Solution. It marks the deliberate
decision at the highest level to carry out systematic murder, and it was implemented
through measures like ghettos, mass shootings, and extermination camps. Holocaust is
the broader term used to describe the whole event and the genocide of Jews during World
War II, not just the specific policy name. Genocide is the general concept of attempting
to destroy a group, which describes the action but isn’t the Nazi designation for their
plan. Lebensraum refers to the policy of expanding German territory to provide living

space, a separate objective that contributed to anti-Jewish persecution but isn’t about
extermination as such.
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5. What is the purpose of public policy in a mixed economy
with respect to market failures?

A. To maximize private profits.
B. To remove all government intervention.
C. To promote only deregulation.

D. To correct market failures, provide public goods, and
stabilize the economy through policy tools.

In a mixed economy, public policy exists to address situations where markets on their
own don’t allocate resources efficiently. Markets can fail when negative or positive
externalities occur, information is imperfect, or there are monopolies, and they also can
underprovide non-excludable, non-rival goods (public goods). Public policy uses a toolkit
of taxes and subsidies, regulations, and government provision of goods and services to fix
these problems, and it uses fiscal and monetary measures to stabilize the overall
economy. This combination aims to improve efficiency, protect the public interest, and
keep the economy steadier over time. So the purpose is to correct market failures,
provide public goods, and stabilize the economy through policy tools. The other options
miss these broader roles—private profits aren’t the aim of public policy, and removing
intervention or focusing only on deregulation ignores the need to address failures and
provide essential goods and stability.

6. Which referendum or discussion in 1992 involved
constitutional reform discussions and included a plan for
Quebec's status?

A. Meech Lake Accord
B. Bi and Bi Commission
C. Charlottetown Accord
D. 1995 Referendum

In 1992, constitutional reform discussions culminated in the Charlottetown Accord, a
comprehensive package that proposed major changes to Canada’s constitution and
included a plan for Quebec’s status within the country. It suggested recognizing Quebec
as a distinct society and reforming federal-provincial powers, among other reforms. The
accord was put to a nationwide referendum but was rejected by voters, so those reforms
did not go into effect. The Meech Lake Accord happened earlier, in the late 1980s, and
was not a 1992 referendum. The 1995 Referendum is about Quebec independence and
occurred a few years later. The Charlottetown Accord specifically fits the description of a
1992 discussion with a plan for Quebec’s status.
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7. When resource development is considered, what is the

effect of recognizing Indigenous rights and employing
stewardship?

A. Rights and stewardship guide decisions, including
consultation and environmental assessment.

B. Indigenous rights are not considered in development.
C. Only economic factors matter.

D. Environmental stewardship is optional.

Recognizing Indigenous rights and using stewardship means decisions about resource
development are guided by both people and place. This approach makes consultation
with Indigenous communities a real, required part of planning, and it places
environmental assessment at the heart of how projects proceed. By bringing in treaty
obligations, traditional knowledge, and concerns about long-term environmental health,
the process aims to shape where, how, and under what conditions development occurs, so
benefits are shared and harms are avoided or minimized. Stewardship emphasizes
sustaining ecosystems for future generations, so projects are evaluated for broader social
and environmental impacts, not just short-term gain. Options that ignore Indigenous
rights or treat stewardship as optional miss these essential commitments and can lead to
conflict or unsustainable outcomes, while focusing only on economics neglects the
responsibilities to people and the land.

8. In the Canadian federal system, which level(s) share
responsibility for healthcare policy?

A. Only the federal government.
B. Municipal governments.

C. Both federal and provincial governments.
D. Only the provincial governments.

Healthcare policy in Canada is shared between the federal and provincial governments.
The provinces are responsible for delivering and organizing health services—hospitals,
physician care, and day-to-day delivery—within their borders. The federal government
helps mainly through funding and by setting nationwide standards and conditions under
the Canada Health Act to ensure universal access. It also handles national public health
responsibilities and programs for specific groups such as Indigenous peoples and
veterans. Municipalities may be involved in local health-related activities, but the

authority to shape and run health policy rests with the provincial level, supported by
federal funding and national guidelines.
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9. Why is geography important in social studies?
A. It focuses on astrology.

B. It explains how place, space, resources, and environments
influence political decisions, economies, and cultures.

C. It has no bearing on economics.
D. It is only about map colors.

Geography in social studies helps us see why people, governments, and economies are
shaped by where they are and what surrounds them. It explains how place, space,
resources, and environments influence political decisions, economies, and cultures. For
example, a country rich in oil often shapes its policies and international relations around
that resource. Natural barriers like mountains or oceans affect trade routes and how
cultures interact. Climate and soil influence what people can grow, shaping livelihoods
and community life. Geography also guides planning and policy by considering location,
access, and environmental limits. It isn’t about astrology or map colors; it’s about how
the physical world shapes human choices and patterns.

10. Which referendum was to give distinct society to Quebec?
A. Meech Lake Accord
B. Bi and Bi Commission
C. 1980 Referendum
D. Charlottetown Accord

The question is about recognizing Quebec as a distinct society within Canada through a
constitutional change that Canadians could vote on. In this era, the attempt that directly
tied a referendum to that recognition was the Charlottetown Accord. It was a broad
package of constitutional reforms proposed in 1992 that included formal recognition of
Quebec as a distinct society within Canada. It was put to a national referendum for
approval. The other options don’t fit as neatly. The Meech Lake Accord also aimed to
recognize Quebec as a distinct society, but it was never approved by all provinces and did
not go to a national referendum. The 1980 referendum dealt with patriation of the
Constitution and the terms of Ottawa’s amending formula, not with recognizing Quebec
as a distinct society. The Bi and Bi Commission (related to different constitutional
discussions) was not a referendum about distinct society. So, the referendum that
explicitly sought public backing for recognizing Quebec as a distinct society was the
Charlottetown Accord referendum.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://albertasocialstudies201.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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