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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which two peoples are traditionally associated with the Arctic cultural
region?
A. Inupiat and Siberian Yupik
B. Dena’ina and Gwich’in
C. Tlingit and Haida
D. Aleut and Unangan

2. The Inupiat are primarily associated with which Alaska Native cultural
region?
A. Arctic region
B. Subarctic/Athabascan region
C. Northwest Coast/Southeast region
D. Aleut/Unangan region

3. What weapon did the leader use?
A. Bow and arrow
B. Sword
C. Blacksmith hammer
D. Spear

4. What governance structure did ANCSA create, and what are the roles of
each component?
A. Regional corporations hold large land selections and funds; village

corporations manage village lands; shareholders own stock and elect boards for
community development.

B. Regional corporations administer education; village corporations run health
services; shareholders vote on federal laws.

C. Regional corporations manage only cultural programs; village corporations
own all land; shareholders do not participate in governance.

D. Regional corporations have no land; village corporations own regional lands;
stock ownership is symbolic.

5. Approximately how many people live in Anchorage?
A. Around 50,000
B. Around 290,000
C. Around 1,000,000
D. Around 100,000
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6. If companies want to drill for oil in Alaska, they must pay for what two
things?
A. Environmental permits and royalties
B. Drilling bonds and maintenance fees
C. Oil leases and tax on oil
D. Land purchase and import duties

7. What is the name of the ship that famously leaked oil in Prince William
Sound near Valdez?
A. Deepwater Horizon
B. Exxon Valdez
C. King Neptune
D. Alaska Voyager

8. Did Alaska Native cultures have a written language before they arrived?
A. Some Alaska Native cultures had a written language.
B. A writing system existed for some Alaska Native cultures before arrival.
C. Writing existed among Alaska Native cultures before arrival.
D. None of the Alaska Native cultures had a written language before arrival.

9. Which religion was preaching to Alaska natives?
A. Catholic
B. Islam
C. Russian Orthodox
D. Buddhism

10. The epicenter of the 1964 earthquake was in Alaska.
A. True
B. False
C. Not Sure
D. It Was In Hawaii
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Answers
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1. A
2. A
3. C
4. A
5. B
6. C
7. B
8. D
9. C
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Which two peoples are traditionally associated with the Arctic cultural
region?
A. Inupiat and Siberian Yupik
B. Dena’ina and Gwich’in
C. Tlingit and Haida
D. Aleut and Unangan

Arctic Alaska is defined by communities living in the far north whose way of life hinges on sea ice, permafrost,
and marine resources. The two peoples traditionally associated with this Arctic lifestyle are the Inupiat of
northern Alaska and the Siberian Yupik of St. Lawrence Island and western Alaska. Their subsistence strategies,
technology, and seasonal seasonal rounds reflect adaptation to ice, seals, whales, and other marine foods,
shaping culture and daily life in the Arctic environment. The other groups come from different Alaska
regions—Southcentral interior, other Arctic groups paired with non-Arctic groups, Southeast coastal areas, or the
Aleutian region—so they don’t represent the Arctic cultural region as a pair. Therefore, Inupiat and Siberian Yupik
best exemplify the Arctic association.

2. The Inupiat are primarily associated with which Alaska Native cultural
region?
A. Arctic region
B. Subarctic/Athabascan region
C. Northwest Coast/Southeast region
D. Aleut/Unangan region

Understanding how Alaska Native groups are categorized by where they lived and how they survived helps
explain why the Inupiat belong to the Arctic region. The Inupiat occupy Alaska’s far north along the Arctic coast,
where sea ice and extreme cold have long shaped daily life. Their traditional subsistence centers on ice-adapted
hunting—seals and whales from the ocean, caribou on land—and the use of boats like kayaks and umiaks to
move across icy shores. Language connections place them with other Inuit-speaking peoples across the Arctic,
underscoring the regional ties that define this area.  In contrast, groups in the subarctic/Athabascan region live
more inland in boreal forests and tundra with different resources and languages; those in the Northwest
Coast/Southeast region inhabit coastal areas with rainforest environments and distinct cultures like the Tlingit
and Haida; and the Aleut/Unangan region covers the Aleutian Islands with a separate environmental setting and
traditions. Because the Inupiat’s geographic range and subsistence practices align with Arctic conditions, they
are most appropriately associated with the Arctic region.
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3. What weapon did the leader use?
A. Bow and arrow
B. Sword
C. Blacksmith hammer
D. Spear

The main idea here is how leadership is shown through symbolic tools rather than plain fighting weapons. A
blacksmith hammer represents a leader’s role as a maker and shaper of the community—someone who forges
implements, builds tools, and shapes outcomes. In many Alaska Native narratives and cultural life, crafting and
tool-making are central to how a leader provisions and guides people, so the hammer stands as a powerful
symbol of authority, strength, and constructive action.   Traditional weapons like a bow and arrow or a spear are
typical tools of hunting or combat for individuals, not as symbolic markers of leadership. A sword, while a strong
weapon, is less typical in Alaska Native contexts and doesn’t carry the same leadership-symbolic meaning as a
hammer tied to craft and construction. That emphasis on shaping and forging makes the blacksmith hammer
the best fit for representing the leader’s role in this context.

4. What governance structure did ANCSA create, and what are the roles of
each component?
A. Regional corporations hold large land selections and funds; village

corporations manage village lands; shareholders own stock and elect boards for
community development.

B. Regional corporations administer education; village corporations run health
services; shareholders vote on federal laws.

C. Regional corporations manage only cultural programs; village corporations
own all land; shareholders do not participate in governance.

D. Regional corporations have no land; village corporations own regional lands;
stock ownership is symbolic.

ANCSA set up a two-tier corporate framework to translate land and money into real self-determination through
local governance. Regional corporations hold the large land selections and the settlement funds, using them to
pursue regional economic development and manage broader assets that span multiple villages. Village
corporations handle village-level lands and resources, focusing on locally driven projects and sustainable use of
those village assets. Shareholders—individual Alaska Native people who received stock in the corporations—own
that stock and participate in governance by electing boards to run the regional and village organizations and by
deciding on major actions and dividends.  This arrangement gives communities a voice through stock ownership
and board elections while keeping land and financial resources organized by region and by village, aligning
development with local needs and priorities. The other descriptions don’t fit because they misstate what the
corporations do (education or health services aren’t the primary functions of these entities), misstate land
ownership (lands are held and managed through regional and village corporations, not in the manner described),
or imply that stock is purely symbolic (stock carries governance and financial rights, including voting for boards
and receiving dividends).
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5. Approximately how many people live in Anchorage?
A. Around 50,000
B. Around 290,000
C. Around 1,000,000
D. Around 100,000

Anchorage is Alaska's largest urban center and serves as the state's main hub for transportation, commerce, and
services, so its population sits in the hundreds of thousands. The best estimate is around 290,000 people, which
matches recent figures and is the closest to the actual size. The other numbers don’t fit: around 50,000 or
100,000 would be far too small for a city of this role, while around 1,000,000 is far above what the city actually
contains. Knowing this helps you understand why Anchorage is a major focal point in Alaska’s economy, culture,
and history.

6. If companies want to drill for oil in Alaska, they must pay for what two
things?
A. Environmental permits and royalties
B. Drilling bonds and maintenance fees
C. Oil leases and tax on oil
D. Land purchase and import duties

In Alaska, access to drill on public lands and the revenue the state gets from oil are handled through two primary
payments. First, a company must obtain an oil lease, which grants the legal right to explore and drill on state
lands. Without this lease, drilling isn’t permitted. Second, once oil is produced, the company pays a tax on that
oil to the state, providing ongoing government revenue. These two payments—the oil lease to gain drilling rights
and the tax on produced oil to fund public needs—are the most fundamental costs tied directly to starting and
operating oil extraction. Other items like environmental permits or bonds may be involved, but they are not the
two core payments described here.

7. What is the name of the ship that famously leaked oil in Prince William
Sound near Valdez?
A. Deepwater Horizon
B. Exxon Valdez
C. King Neptune
D. Alaska Voyager

Exxon Valdez is the ship involved in the Prince William Sound disaster. In 1989, this tanker ran aground on Bligh
Reef near Valdez, Alaska, rupturing its tanks and releasing about 11 million gallons of crude oil into the
surrounding waters. The spill devastated wildlife and coastal habitats and highlighted how vulnerable Alaska’s
ecosystems are to large-scale oil accidents. It also spurred major policy changes and improvements in oil spill
prevention and response, including the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 and tighter tanker safety standards. The other
names are linked to different incidents or contexts and are not associated with this Alaska event.
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8. Did Alaska Native cultures have a written language before they arrived?
A. Some Alaska Native cultures had a written language.
B. A writing system existed for some Alaska Native cultures before arrival.
C. Writing existed among Alaska Native cultures before arrival.
D. None of the Alaska Native cultures had a written language before arrival.

Before contact with outsiders, Alaska Native cultures relied on spoken language and oral traditions to pass on
knowledge, history, laws, and customs. There wasn’t a native writing system used to record language or long
texts. While you can find petroglyphs or symbolic art, these served purposes like decoration, storytelling, or
marking territory, not a script for language. Writing was introduced later through contact with missionaries and
scholars, and today many Alaska Native languages use writing systems based on Latin letters. Because there
was no indigenous writing prior to arrival, the statement that none had a written language before arrival is
accurate.

9. Which religion was preaching to Alaska natives?
A. Catholic
B. Islam
C. Russian Orthodox
D. Buddhism

The spread of Christianity among Alaska Natives in the early contact period came primarily through the Russian
Orthodox Church, brought by Russian explorers and fur traders in the 18th century. Missionaries established
churches and schools along the coast, with notable efforts among the Aleut and later other Alaska Native
groups, helping to adopt Orthodoxy as a central part of village life. Saint Herman of Alaska stands out as a
celebrated early missionary who worked among the Alaska Natives near Kodiak, symbolizing the deep roots of
Orthodoxy in the region. This tradition continued and grew under the Russian-American Company’s influence,
shaping religious practice in many communities that persists today. While other faiths appeared later in some
areas, they did not have the same widespread, long-standing missionary presence among Alaska Natives as
Russian Orthodoxy.

10. The epicenter of the 1964 earthquake was in Alaska.
A. True
B. False
C. Not Sure
D. It Was In Hawaii

The main idea here is what an epicenter means: it’s the point on the Earth's surface directly above where an
earthquake starts deep underground (the focus). For the 1964 Great Alaska Earthquake, the rupture began
beneath southern Alaska, in the Prince William Sound region. Seismologists triangulated the shaking to that
surface location, so the epicenter lies in Alaska. The quake did trigger powerful tsunamis that reached Hawaii
and other Pacific coasts, but that doesn’t change where the earthquake originated. So the statement is true.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://alaskanativehistculturestraditions.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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