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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is the minimum age requirement to become a security guard in
Alabama?
A. 17 years old
B. 18 years old
C. 19 years old
D. 21 years old

2. What type of documentation should a security guard carry while on duty?
A. Their employee handbook and whistleblower guidelines
B. Their security guard license and identification
C. A personal insurance policy
D. Proof of training completion and a resume

3. How many hours of training are required before obtaining a security guard
license in Alabama?
A. 10 hours
B. 20 hours
C. 30 hours
D. 40 hours

4. What should a guard do if they find a lost item?
A. Keep it for personal use
B. Turn it in to the appropriate authority or lost and found department
C. Ignore it
D. Notify the owner directly

5. What should security personnel do if they observe a policy violation?
A. Ignore it unless it affects safety
B. Address it privately with the individual involved
C. Report it following the organization's protocols
D. Document it for future reference only
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6. Why is physical fitness important for security guards?
A. To dress appropriately for the job
B. To effectively perform their duties and manage physical confrontations
C. To meet state licensing requirements
D. To qualify for advancement opportunities

7. Why is customer service vital for security personnel?
A. It helps secure better pay for their services
B. They often interact with the public and should maintain a positive image of

the organization
C. It allows them to make personal connections
D. They are required to provide hospitality services

8. What should a security guard do when witnessing a crime happening?
A. Ignore it and continue with patrols
B. Contact law enforcement and provide detailed information
C. Intervene physically without backup
D. Observe from a distance and take notes

9. What should be a security guard's priority during a security operation?
A. Continuously updating personal social media
B. Monitoring for potential security threats
C. Avoiding interaction with the public
D. Documenting every minor incident

10. When can a security guard use physical force?
A. Whenever they feel threatened
B. Only when necessary to protect themselves or others and within legal

constraints
C. To enforce compliance with rules
D. To detain someone suspected of a crime

Sample study guide, visit https://alabamasecurity.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 7

SAMPLE



Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the minimum age requirement to become a security guard in
Alabama?
A. 17 years old
B. 18 years old
C. 19 years old
D. 21 years old

In Alabama, the minimum age requirement to become a security guard is 18 years old. This requirement is set to
ensure that individuals in this role possess the necessary maturity and legal capacity to handle the
responsibilities and challenges associated with security duties. Being 18 years old also aligns with other legal
definitions of adulthood, allowing individuals to enter into contracts and take on roles that require a certain level
of accountability. This age requirement is crucial for maintaining the integrity and professionalism expected in
the security industry.

2. What type of documentation should a security guard carry while on duty?
A. Their employee handbook and whistleblower guidelines
B. Their security guard license and identification
C. A personal insurance policy
D. Proof of training completion and a resume

A security guard should carry their security guard license and identification while on duty to ensure they are
legally authorized to perform their duties and to establish their identity if needed. The license demonstrates that
the individual has met the necessary training and certification requirements mandated by state regulations,
while identification provides immediate verification of their role and responsibility as a security professional.
Carrying these documents helps maintain accountability and ensures the guard can respond effectively to any
situation that requires official identification or proof of their qualifications. This practice not only reinforces
professionalism but also serves as a crucial measure to uphold legal standards within the security industry.

3. How many hours of training are required before obtaining a security guard
license in Alabama?
A. 10 hours
B. 20 hours
C. 30 hours
D. 40 hours

In Alabama, the requirement for obtaining a security guard license includes completing a minimum of 20 hours
of training. This training is essential as it covers various aspects of security operations, including understanding
the legal and ethical responsibilities of a security guard, effective communication, emergency response
procedures, and the practical use of security equipment.   Completing this training ensures that security guards
are adequately prepared to handle the responsibilities of their role and can perform their duties effectively,
thereby enhancing the overall safety and security of the environments in which they work. This 20-hour
requirement reflects the state's commitment to ensuring that security professionals are equipped with the
necessary knowledge and skills to manage security situations responsibly.

Sample study guide, visit https://alabamasecurity.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 11

SAMPLE



4. What should a guard do if they find a lost item?
A. Keep it for personal use
B. Turn it in to the appropriate authority or lost and found department
C. Ignore it
D. Notify the owner directly

A guard finding a lost item should turn it in to the appropriate authority or lost and found department to ensure
that it can be properly handled. This action is vital because it respects the rights of the owner and follows ethical
and legal protocols surrounding lost property. Turning in the item demonstrates responsibility and integrity,
which are essential qualities for a security guard.   By turning in the lost item, the guard allows the rightful owner
the opportunity to reclaim their property, minimizing the risk of theft or loss and maintaining trust within the
community. It also protects the guard from potential accusations of wrongdoing, as keeping a found item could
be seen as misappropriation. Engaging with the appropriate authority ensures that there is a formal record of the
found item, enhancing transparency in the process.

5. What should security personnel do if they observe a policy violation?
A. Ignore it unless it affects safety
B. Address it privately with the individual involved
C. Report it following the organization's protocols
D. Document it for future reference only

The correct approach when security personnel observe a policy violation is to report it following the
organization's protocols. This is essential for several reasons. First, adhering to established procedures ensures
that incidents are handled consistently and transparently within the organization, which can help maintain order
and reinforce the rules that govern behavior. Reporting the violation allows the organization to take appropriate
action based on the severity of the incident and helps prevent future occurrences.  Additionally, following
protocol ensures that the issue is documented correctly, which can be vital for addressing disciplinary actions or
legal implications later. This method also protects the security personnel and the organization by creating a
formal record of the violation and the steps taken in response.  While addressing the violation privately might
seem suitably discreet, it can undermine the authority of the policies in place and may not lead to corrective
action. Documentation for future reference is important but is not sufficient on its own if the violation is not
reported to management. Ignoring the violation is never an appropriate response, especially if it could affect
safety or security within the organization. Therefore, reporting it according to the established protocols is the
best course of action.
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6. Why is physical fitness important for security guards?
A. To dress appropriately for the job
B. To effectively perform their duties and manage physical confrontations
C. To meet state licensing requirements
D. To qualify for advancement opportunities

Physical fitness is crucial for security guards as it directly impacts their ability to carry out their responsibilities
effectively. Security guards often find themselves in situations that may require physical confrontation or rapid
response to emergencies. Being physically fit enables them to maintain the stamina, strength, and agility
necessary to handle such scenarios safely and effectively.  A well-conditioned body enhances a guard's
capability to pursue suspects, control situations, and assist in emergencies, which may involve rescue
operations or the handling of unruly individuals. Furthermore, physical fitness contributes to the overall
confidence of a security guard, allowing them to perform their duties with greater assurance and decisiveness,
which can deter potential criminal activity.  While dressing appropriately and meeting licensing requirements are
important aspects of a security guard’s role, they do not directly influence the practical and physical demands
placed upon them during their work. Similarly, while fitness can enhance one’s prospects for career
advancement, the immediate necessity lies in the ability to manage demanding physical situations effectively,
which makes physical fitness paramount in law enforcement and security roles.

7. Why is customer service vital for security personnel?
A. It helps secure better pay for their services
B. They often interact with the public and should maintain a positive image of

the organization
C. It allows them to make personal connections
D. They are required to provide hospitality services

Customer service is vital for security personnel primarily because they frequently interact with the public and
play a key role in shaping the perception of the organization they represent. A positive image is essential for
building trust and rapport with both clients and the general public. When security personnel demonstrate
effective communication, professionalism, and a courteous demeanor, they not only enhance the safety of the
environment but also contribute to a welcoming atmosphere for visitors and staff alike. This interaction can
influence how individuals feel about the organization, thereby impacting its reputation and success.  
Establishing a strong customer service orientation means security personnel are more equipped to address
concerns, manage conflicts, and respond to inquiries effectively, further ensuring a secure and pleasant
experience for everyone involved. Such a positive reputation reinforces the organization's values and can play a
significant role in its long-term viability and public perception.
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8. What should a security guard do when witnessing a crime happening?
A. Ignore it and continue with patrols
B. Contact law enforcement and provide detailed information
C. Intervene physically without backup
D. Observe from a distance and take notes

The most appropriate action for a security guard when witnessing a crime is to contact law enforcement and
provide detailed information. This is critical because trained law enforcement personnel have the necessary
skills and authority to handle criminal situations effectively. By providing detailed information, including the
nature of the crime, the location, descriptions of involved individuals, and any other relevant details, the guard
can assist police in responding quickly and efficiently.  This response ensures that the guard maintains their
safety while also fulfilling their duty to protect others and report criminal activity. In situations where immediate
intervention might escalate the situation or put the guard in danger, relying on law enforcement is the safest
course of action. Engaging law enforcement also helps ensure that the incident is documented formally and can
be investigated further. Providing accurate information can greatly influence the outcome of the situation and
ensure that justice is served.

9. What should be a security guard's priority during a security operation?
A. Continuously updating personal social media
B. Monitoring for potential security threats
C. Avoiding interaction with the public
D. Documenting every minor incident

The priority during a security operation should be monitoring for potential security threats. This focus is
essential to ensure the safety and security of the area being protected, as well as the people within it. By being
vigilant and proactive, a security guard can identify suspicious behavior or incidents early, allowing for timely
intervention and prevention of potential issues, such as theft, vandalism, or even more serious threats.  
Maintaining awareness and attention to detail helps security guards to effectively fulfill their role, which is to
protect property and people from harm. Engaging actively with the environment rather than becoming distracted
by personal activities, such as updating social media, allows guards to respond appropriately and immediately to
any developing situation, therefore fostering a safer environment for everyone involved.   Additionally, while
documenting events is important, focusing on minor incidents without prioritizing the immediate observation of
threats can lead to greater risks. Avoiding public interaction entirely can also diminish a guard's ability to gather
information or assess situations, as public communication can sometimes be crucial to understanding the
context of a situation. Thus, the emphasis on monitoring for threats is paramount in the role of a security guard.
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10. When can a security guard use physical force?
A. Whenever they feel threatened
B. Only when necessary to protect themselves or others and within legal

constraints
C. To enforce compliance with rules
D. To detain someone suspected of a crime

The correct choice emphasizes that a security guard can use physical force only when it is necessary for
self-defense or to protect others, and it must be executed within the limits set by law. This principle is rooted in
the legal framework surrounding the use of force, which dictates that any physical action taken should be
proportionate to the situation at hand and should not exceed what is reasonable to prevent harm. 
Understanding this concept is crucial for security guards, as inappropriate use of physical force can lead to legal
consequences, including criminal charges or civil lawsuits. Additionally, security personnel are trained to assess
situations carefully and are encouraged to employ de-escalation techniques before resorting to physical
measures.  In contrast, the other options suggest scenarios where the use of force would be either excessive or
inappropriate. Feeling threatened alone does not justify force without assessing the specific circumstances
surrounding the threat. Enforcing compliance with rules typically requires adherence to protocol that does not
involve physical confrontation unless absolutely necessary. Detaining someone suspected of a crime may
necessitate force, but it must still be within the confines of the law and not assumed to be an automatic right
without regard to the situation's context.

Sample study guide, visit https://alabamasecurity.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 15

SAMPLE



Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://alabamasecurity.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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