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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. When is the regular testing of ELTs (Emergency Locator Transmitters)
conducted?
A. At the start of each hour
B. During the last five minutes of each hour
C. First five minutes of the hour
D. Mid-hour every hour

2. Who can officially issue an emergency declaration?
A. Only the pilot
B. ATC personnel only
C. The aircraft owner or official responsible
D. The pilot or ATC personnel or aircraft owner

3. What is the primary function of an Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT)?
A. To communicate with other aircraft
B. To provide weather information
C. To emit a distress signal in case of a crash
D. To track the flight path of an airplane

4. In which block would you expect to find remarks such as minimum fuel?
A. Block 16
B. Block 21
C. Block 25
D. Block 26

5. What is meant by the term 'acknowledge' in air traffic control
communication?
A. Confirm the receipt of instructions.
B. Let the controller know you received and understood the message.
C. Request more information.
D. Indicate the need for a repeat of instructions.
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6. When should an aircraft's activity be considered suspicious?
A. If radio communications are established within two minutes
B. If there is no initial contact after five minutes
C. If communication fails for more than five minutes
D. If the aircraft deviates from its filed flight plan

7. Which of the following indicates a straight-in approach in ATC
communications?
A. SI
B. SA
C. RP
D. RR

8. Which type of coordination involves the passing of flight plans to another
facility?
A. transfer of control
B. approach coordination
C. forwarding flight plans
D. radar point outs

9. What does ALTRV stand for and what does it authorize?
A. Air Traffic Landing Reserved Vectors
B. Altitude Reservation Clearance
C. Advanced Landing Tactical Reserve Vectors
D. Aircraft Landing Tactical Routing Vectors

10. What does the suffix 'X' indicate regarding equipment compatibility of the
selected aircraft?
A. Compatible with all equipment
B. No transponder or DME
C. Requires special equipment
D. Standard equipment installed
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Answers
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1. C
2. D
3. C
4. D
5. B
6. C
7. A
8. C
9. B
10. B

Sample study guide, visit https://atcbasicsblock5.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 9

SAMPLE



Explanations
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1. When is the regular testing of ELTs (Emergency Locator Transmitters)
conducted?
A. At the start of each hour
B. During the last five minutes of each hour
C. First five minutes of the hour
D. Mid-hour every hour

Regular testing of Emergency Locator Transmitters (ELTs) is performed during the first five minutes of the hour
to ensure compliance with aviation regulations and safety standards. This practice allows for a standardized
routine where aircraft crews can activate their ELTs and verify functionality without interfering with actual
distress signals. Conducting tests at this specific time helps prevent confusion in the air traffic control system,
as it aligns with recommended practices and ensures that testing happens at a low-traffic period. By scheduling
the tests in the first few minutes of the hour, it minimizes the chances of overlapping with other critical
communications and ensures that proper responses can be managed effectively.

2. Who can officially issue an emergency declaration?
A. Only the pilot
B. ATC personnel only
C. The aircraft owner or official responsible
D. The pilot or ATC personnel or aircraft owner

An emergency declaration can be issued by several parties involved in the operation of an aircraft, which
highlights the collaborative nature of aviation safety. The pilot is the primary person responsible for the aircraft
during flight and has the authority to declare an emergency when they perceive a significant threat to safety,
whether due to technical malfunctions, adverse weather, or other urgent situations.   Additionally, ATC personnel
are trained to recognize when an aircraft is in distress and have the authority to declare an emergency based on
their assessment of the situation. They can facilitate immediate assistance or create a priority landing for the
affected aircraft. Furthermore, the aircraft owner or an official responsible for the aircraft can also make an
emergency declaration under specific circumstances, such as during maintenance activities or operational
issues on the ground.   This multi-faceted approach ensures that there are multiple layers of decision-making in
place, enhancing overall safety and response capability in emergency scenarios.

3. What is the primary function of an Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT)?
A. To communicate with other aircraft
B. To provide weather information
C. To emit a distress signal in case of a crash
D. To track the flight path of an airplane

The primary function of an Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) is to emit a distress signal in the event of an
aircraft crash. An ELT is a vital safety device that is automatically activated upon impact or can be manually
triggered by the flight crew. The distress signal it transmits enables search and rescue teams to quickly locate
the downed aircraft and assist survivors. This feature is particularly crucial in remote areas where the visibility of
the crash site may be limited, or where immediate help is needed to ensure the safety of any crew or passengers.
The other options do not align with the primary purpose of an ELT. While communication with other aircraft is
important in aviation, it is not the function of an ELT. The device also does not provide weather information,
which is typically relayed by meteorological services or other aviation communication systems. Additionally,
tracking the flight path of an airplane is managed by other systems such as transponders and radar rather than
by an ELT. This clarity emphasizes the essential role of the ELT in enhancing aviation safety during emergencies.
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4. In which block would you expect to find remarks such as minimum fuel?
A. Block 16
B. Block 21
C. Block 25
D. Block 26

The block where you would typically find remarks such as "minimum fuel" is Block 26. This block is designated
for remarks and additional information related to the flight that does not fit in the other blocks. It serves as a
space for important notes that need to be communicated to air traffic control, such as special handling requests
or any condition that might affect the flight, including fuel status.  In contrast, the other blocks each have
specific purposes. For example, Block 16 is generally reserved for information about the flight's cruising altitude,
while Block 21 contains details pertaining to the estimate and flight plan time. Block 25 is used primarily for the
transmission of the aircraft's type and registration. These specific functions make those blocks unsuitable for
general remarks like "minimum fuel." Therefore, Block 26 is the correct choice for conveying crucial operational
remarks during a flight.

5. What is meant by the term 'acknowledge' in air traffic control
communication?
A. Confirm the receipt of instructions.
B. Let the controller know you received and understood the message.
C. Request more information.
D. Indicate the need for a repeat of instructions.

The term 'acknowledge' in air traffic control communication specifically refers to letting the controller know that
the message has been received and understood. This is a crucial part of the communication process between
pilots and air traffic controllers, as it ensures clarity and confirms that instructions will be followed as intended.  
When a pilot acknowledges a message, it indicates not only that they have received the information but also that
they comprehend the instructions or any critical updates provided by the controller. This mutual understanding
is essential for maintaining safety and efficiency in the busy and dynamic environment of air traffic operations.  
In this context, while confirming receipt of instructions is involved in acknowledging a message, the key aspect
is the understanding of that instruction. Requesting more information or indicating a need for repetition pertains
to situations where clarity has not been achieved, which is not the primary meaning of 'acknowledge'. Therefore,
the correct interpretation aligns with clear communication between the pilot and air traffic control, ensuring that
all parties are on the same page.
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6. When should an aircraft's activity be considered suspicious?
A. If radio communications are established within two minutes
B. If there is no initial contact after five minutes
C. If communication fails for more than five minutes
D. If the aircraft deviates from its filed flight plan

An aircraft's activity is considered suspicious when communication fails for more than five minutes because it
may indicate a potential issue with the aircraft or its crew. Prolonged communication failure can raise alarms
regarding the safety and operational status of the aircraft. This situation may result from technical malfunctions,
human factors, or distress situations. In air traffic control, maintaining a consistent line of communication is
critical for ensuring safety and security. If a loss of contact exceeds five minutes, it warrants heightened
awareness and potential response measures to discern the aircraft’s situation, as it could be an indication of an
emergency or a deviation from standard operating procedures.  Other scenarios, such as establishing radio
communications too quickly or a lack of initial contact after a brief period, do not necessarily indicate an
emergency or suspicious activity. Additionally, minor deviations from a filed flight plan can occur for various
legitimate reasons, including weather or air traffic control instructions, and do not automatically suggest
suspicious behavior unless they are accompanied by other concerning factors.

7. Which of the following indicates a straight-in approach in ATC
communications?
A. SI
B. SA
C. RP
D. RR

In air traffic control communications, the abbreviation "SI" denotes a straight-in approach. This term is crucial
because it provides pilots with essential information regarding their approach path to the runway. A straight-in
approach indicates that an aircraft can approach the runway directly from the air, without needing to make any
turns or deviations from a specified route.  This clarity in communication is vital for maintaining safety and
efficiency in air traffic management. By using the standard abbreviation "SI," controllers can ensure that pilots
understand they are cleared for a direct approach, which can help streamline operations during busy periods at
an airport. The use of standardized coding in ATC communications helps reduce misunderstandings and
enhance situational awareness among all parties involved in flight operations.
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8. Which type of coordination involves the passing of flight plans to another
facility?
A. transfer of control
B. approach coordination
C. forwarding flight plans
D. radar point outs

The correct answer is the forwarding of flight plans, which specifically refers to the process of transmitting flight
plan information from one air traffic control facility to another. This type of coordination is essential in ensuring
that all relevant parties have access to a flight's information, which helps maintain situational awareness and
ensures safety in the airspace.  When flight plans are forwarded, it allows the receiving facility to have
up-to-date information on the aircraft's intended route, altitude, and destination. This is crucial for effective
traffic management and for ensuring that the necessary clearances and instructions can be given to pilots as
they progress through different airspace sectors.  In contrast, transfer of control refers to the moment when one
air traffic control facility officially hands off responsibility for an aircraft to another facility. Approach
coordination involves communication related to aircraft that are approaching an airport, and radar point outs are
a method of sharing information about an aircraft’s position without formally handing over control. While all
these options are integral to air traffic operations, they do not specifically involve the act of passing flight plan
details to another facility.

9. What does ALTRV stand for and what does it authorize?
A. Air Traffic Landing Reserved Vectors
B. Altitude Reservation Clearance
C. Advanced Landing Tactical Reserve Vectors
D. Aircraft Landing Tactical Routing Vectors

ALTRV stands for "Altitude Reservation Clearance." It is a specific authorization given to aircraft to occupy
certain altitudes or airspace that would otherwise be restricted or reserved for other uses. The purpose of an
ALTRV is to efficiently manage air traffic in situations where multiple aircraft may need to operate within the
same airspace, particularly during special operations such as military exercises, search and rescue missions, or
other flights that require altitude changes outside the normal flight patterns.   This designation helps ensure that
all air traffic remains safe and orderly, as it facilitates coordinated access to designated airspace while adhering
to established protocols. The concept of altitude reservations is critical in maintaining separation and
management of aircraft operations in busy airspace, thus enhancing overall safety.

10. What does the suffix 'X' indicate regarding equipment compatibility of the
selected aircraft?
A. Compatible with all equipment
B. No transponder or DME
C. Requires special equipment
D. Standard equipment installed

The suffix 'X' is indicative of a specific configuration related to aircraft equipment compatibility, primarily noting
the absence of certain equipment. When this suffix is present, it signifies that the aircraft does not have a
transponder or Distance Measuring Equipment (DME) installed. This is an important distinction for air traffic
control and operations because aircraft equipped with transponders and DME can communicate their position,
altitude, and other critical information, thereby enhancing safety and situational awareness. Understanding this
designation helps air traffic controllers assess the capabilities of an aircraft and determine the appropriate
procedures for handling it within the airspace system.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://atcbasicsblock5.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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