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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Fitzgerald suggests the Jazz Age was PRIMARILY about what?
A. money
B. fashion
C. politics
D. taste

2. Fitzgerald's final, unfinished novel was titled which work?
A. The Great Gatsby
B. The Beautiful and the Damned
C. The Last Tycoon
D. This Side of Paradise

3. Which phrase best captures the memory-related theme attributed in the
analysis?
A. Memory is completely unreliable
B. Memory can be reconstructed perfectly
C. Memory resists reclaiming lost experiences
D. Memory has no bearing on desire

4. In Echoes of the Jazz Age, which puzzles did Fitzgerald claim signaled
widespread neurosis?
A. Crossword puzzles
B. Sudokus
C. Word searches
D. Jigsaw puzzles

5. In the Ten Commandments of Charm, the sixth commandment is to
A. Not ask any questions
B. Ask many questions
C. Ignore rigid rules
D. Speak softly
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6. Which fundamental distinction does Fitzgerald draw between Tom's and
George's work?
A. Tom's wealth serves only himself while George's work benefits society
B. Tom's wealth is shared equally with all
C. George's work is useless
D. Tom's work is more intellectual than George's

7. Which concept describes spending to display wealth and social status in
Gatsby's world?
A. Conspicuous consumption
B. Pecuniary emulation
C. Social climbing
D. Meritocracy

8. For which newspaper did H. L. Mencken work after leaving the Morning
Herald?
A. Baltimore Sun
B. The New York Times
C. Chicago Tribune
D. Los Angeles Times

9. Daisy's emotional reaction to Gatsby's possessions centered on which
item?
A. His watches
B. His hats
C. His cufflinks
D. His shirts

10. Under which pseudonym did Lois Long write her column for The New
Yorker?
A. Lipstick
B. Veinline
C. Velvet
D. Lapis
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Answers
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1. D
2. C
3. C
4. A
5. A
6. A
7. A
8. A
9. D
10. A
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Explanations

Sample study guide, visit https://academicdecathlonliterature.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 10

SAMPLE



1. Fitzgerald suggests the Jazz Age was PRIMARILY about what?
A. money
B. fashion
C. politics
D. taste

Fitzgerald portrays the Jazz Age as a culture defined by taste—the way people dress, entertain, decorate, and
signal modern sophistication. The lavish parties, stylish clothes, and chic interiors aren’t just about money; they
show a collective obsession with curating a refined, fashionable sensibility that defines social identity. Money
enables this world, but the emphasis is on how it’s spent to shape taste and status, rather than on politics or
wealth alone. So the best answer captures this focus on taste as the era’s defining feature.

2. Fitzgerald's final, unfinished novel was titled which work?
A. The Great Gatsby
B. The Beautiful and the Damned
C. The Last Tycoon
D. This Side of Paradise

Fitzgerald’s final, unfinished project is The Last Tycoon. He was working on a novel about a Hollywood studio
producer when he died, leaving it incomplete. After his death, editors published the manuscript as The Last
Tycoon, drawing on his ongoing drafts and notes. The working title he used during writing was The Love of the
Last Tycoon, but the posthumous publication appeared as The Last Tycoon. This distinguishes it from his
earlier, completed novels like This Side of Paradise, The Beautiful and the Damned, and The Great Gatsby, which
were published earlier in his career and are not unfinished works.

3. Which phrase best captures the memory-related theme attributed in the
analysis?
A. Memory is completely unreliable
B. Memory can be reconstructed perfectly
C. Memory resists reclaiming lost experiences
D. Memory has no bearing on desire

Memory-related analyses often emphasize that what we carry from the past doesn’t simply slip away or become
fully accessible again at will. Memory isn’t a flawless archive; it endures, shaping present feelings and often
resisting easy retrieval of what happened. The phrase about memory resisting reclaiming lost experiences fits
this idea best because it conveys both the stubborn pull of the past and the partial, difficult access to it. It
suggests that past events linger and influence desire and perception, even when we try to recover them.  The
other options miss that nuance: claiming memory is completely unreliable overstates its instability; saying it can
be reconstructed perfectly implies flawless accuracy that isn’t typically supported by analyses of memory; and
asserting memory has no bearing on desire denies the deep connection between memory and what we yearn for
or seek.
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4. In Echoes of the Jazz Age, which puzzles did Fitzgerald claim signaled
widespread neurosis?
A. Crossword puzzles
B. Sudokus
C. Word searches
D. Jigsaw puzzles

The idea being tested is how Fitzgerald uses everyday culture to signal the era’s underlying restlessness and
anxiety. In Echoes of the Jazz Age, he points to the crossword puzzle craze as a notable symptom of widespread
nervous tension. Crosswords embody a tension between constraint and cleverness: a grid with fixed spaces and
a race to fill in correct words, demanding quick recall, broad vocabulary, and swift problem-solving. In the Jazz
Age, with rapid change, modern pressures, and a public eager to prove mental prowess, such a pastime becomes
more than just a game—it reflects a social climate obsessed with efficiency, order, and cleverness under time
pressure. That combination makes crossword puzzles a fitting symbol for the neurosis Fitzgerald saw.  The
other options don’t fit as well because they lack the same cultural resonance in his time. Sudokus weren’t a
cultural phenomenon in the Jazz Age and wouldn’t serve as a recognizable marker of public anxiety. Word
searches and jigsaw puzzles exist, but they don’t carry the same association with public intellectual
performance and the newspaper-driven, fast-paced problem-solving culture that Fitzgerald is commenting on.
Crossword puzzles, by contrast, sit squarely at the intersection of language, competition, and mass culture,
making them the best-choice indicator of widespread neurosis in his view.

5. In the Ten Commandments of Charm, the sixth commandment is to
A. Not ask any questions
B. Ask many questions
C. Ignore rigid rules
D. Speak softly

The idea being tested is how charm is conveyed through restraint in conversation. The sixth commandment
directing you not to ask any questions fits a pattern of social ease and flow—charm often comes from listening
and giving the other person space rather than turning the conversation into an interrogation.  Choosing not to
ask questions promotes a smooth, comfortable exchange. It signals confidence and respect, letting the other
person lead at their own pace and avoiding pressure or scrutiny. The other options clash with that ease: asking
many questions can feel probing or pushy, ignoring rules goes against the etiquette implied by a list of
commandments, and speaking softly, while a charming trait, doesn’t capture the same directive about how to
steer a conversation.
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6. Which fundamental distinction does Fitzgerald draw between Tom's and
George's work?
A. Tom's wealth serves only himself while George's work benefits society
B. Tom's wealth is shared equally with all
C. George's work is useless
D. Tom's work is more intellectual than George's

The main idea being tested is the contrast between wealth as idle power and work as a socially useful,
earn-earned contribution. Fitzgerald draws a sharp separation where Tom’s money is depicted as self-serving
and wielded to dominate or indulge, whereas George’s labor as a mechanic is portrayed as productive and
beneficial to the community. This sets up a moral distinction: wealth without work can corrupt and empower
selfishness, while honest, skilled labor serves others and keeps daily life functioning.  The correct option
captures that distinction by saying Tom’s wealth serves only himself while George’s work benefits society. The
other options don’t fit because they either misstate the dynamics (wealth being shared equally) or
mischaracterize George’s work as useless or Tom’s as primarily intellectual, which isn’t how Fitzgerald frames
their contributions.

7. Which concept describes spending to display wealth and social status in
Gatsby's world?
A. Conspicuous consumption
B. Pecuniary emulation
C. Social climbing
D. Meritocracy

Conspicuous consumption explains spending to display wealth and social status rather than for practical use. In
Gatsby’s world, the lavish parties, the grand mansion, the flashy yellow car, and all the opulent details are aimed
at signaling to others that Gatsby has arrived and belongs among the wealthy elite. This kind of spending serves
as a public badge of status, shaping how others perceive him and how the social world responds to him. 
Pecuniary emulation is related in that it involves imitating others’ wealth, but it centers on the pressure to keep
up with peers rather than the act of openly displaying wealth itself. Social climbing describes the broader goal of
moving up in society, which can involve many strategies beyond spending. Meritocracy, on the other hand, is
about advancement based on ability and achievement, not display or signaling wealth.

8. For which newspaper did H. L. Mencken work after leaving the Morning
Herald?
A. Baltimore Sun
B. The New York Times
C. Chicago Tribune
D. Los Angeles Times

Mencken built his long-running career in Baltimore, moving from the Morning Herald to The Baltimore Sun. This
switch kept him in the same city where he developed his sharp, influential voice as a reporter and critic, helping
him rise to prominence in American journalism. The other newspapers listed are not connected to his career path
after the Morning Herald, and his notable Baltimore affiliation is the key fact.
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9. Daisy's emotional reaction to Gatsby's possessions centered on which
item?
A. His watches
B. His hats
C. His cufflinks
D. His shirts

Daisy’s reaction is triggered by Gatsby’s shirts, and the moment uses those shirts to symbolize wealth and the
life she might have had with him. The sheer abundance and beauty of the shirts heighten her sense of longing for
a past that money could supposedly provide. It’s not just admiration for fashion; it’s an emotional flood that
reveals how the material display stands in for Gatsby’s success and the future she believes she could reclaim
with him, which she’s been grappling with throughout the novel.  Two other items don’t carry that same weight in
this scene. Watches would evoke time, but they don’t land as a direct symbol of the life she desires; cufflinks
and hats serve more as small status markers rather than the all-encompassing display of wealth that
overwhelms her at that moment. The shirts are the pivotal emblem of Gatsby’s success and the dream Daisy
cannot quite attain, making them the best answer.

10. Under which pseudonym did Lois Long write her column for The New
Yorker?
A. Lipstick
B. Veinline
C. Velvet
D. Lapis

The idea being tested is recognizing a famous byline tied to a specific kind of journalism. Lois Long wrote a New
Yorker column about fashion and nightlife using the playful pseudonym Lipstick. That name matched the voice
and subject of her reporting—glamorous parties, clubs, and the social scene of New York—so Lipstick became
the signature tag readers associated with her dispatches. The other invented names aren’t linked to her or to The
New Yorker, so they don’t fit as well.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://academicdecathlonliterature.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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