ABSOLUTISM ANE
ENLIGHTENMEN’

PRACTICE TEST

(SAMPLE)

STUDY GUIDE

v

VISIT US ONLINE FOR ;

https://absolutismenlightenment.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.




Table of Contents

070 )7/ T |1 1
Table of CONtENTS ... 2
INtrodUCtion .. 3
How to Use This GUIAE ... 4
QUESTIONS ..o 5
AN WIS e 8
EXPlanations ... 10

N Xt S P S oo e 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What was a key aspect of King Louis XIV's approach to governance in
France?

A. He strictly followed the checks and balances in place

B. He ignored legislative bodies while controlling military and economy
C. He decentralised power among local governors

D. He encouraged religious pluralism and tolerance

2. What economic and government system was developed by Karl Marx in the
19th century?

A. Capitalism
B. Socialism

C. Fascism

D. Communism

3. Which event is regarded as a catalyst for the spread of Enlightenment ideas
in Europe?

A. The Hundred Years' War
B. The French Revolution
C. The Scientific Revolution
D. The Renaissance

4. Who is the author of "The Leviathan” and what is its main argument?
A. John Locke; it argues for a social contract
B. Thomas Hobbes; it argues for strong central authority
C. Montesquieu; it promotes the separation of powers
D. Jean-Jacques Rousseau; it encourages individual freedoms

5. What document limited the power of the English monarchy in 1689?
A. The Magna Carta
B. The English Bill of Rights
C. The Act of Union
D. The Petition of Right
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6. Which Enlightenment idea emphasizes reason as the primary source of
authority?

A. Traditionalism
B. Empiricism

C. Rationalism
D. Romanticism

7. What was a key function of newspapers and pamphlets during the
Enlightenment?

A. They provided entertainment to the public

B. They facilitated the spread of Enlightenment ideas
C. They were primarily used for advertisements

D. They focused solely on political propaganda

8. What was one of the driving forces behind the philosophical changes in the
Enlightenment?

A. Increased power of monarchs
B. The role of the church

C. Scientific discoveries

D. Colonial expansion

9. What was a result of the rise of empiricism in the 17th century?
A. Stagnation in scientific thought
B. Increased emphasis on personal experience and observation
C. Reinforcement of absolute monarchs’ powers
D. Strengthening of feudal systems

10. What was the significance of the American Revolution in relation to
Enlightenment ideas?

A. It marked the last war fought between European nations

B. It was influenced by Enlightenment principles of liberty and democracy
C. It led to the establishment of monarchies in America

D. It rejected all forms of Enlightenment thought
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Explanations




1. What was a key aspect of King Louis XIV's approach to governance in
France?

A. He strictly followed the checks and balances in place
B. He ignored legislative bodies while controlling military and economy

C. He decentralised power among local governors
D. He encouraged religious pluralism and tolerance

King Louis XIV's approach to governance was characterized by his desire for absolute control over the state,
which is why he ignored legislative bodies while maintaining strict control over both the military and the
economy. This centralization of power is often encapsulated by his famous phrase, "L'Etat, c'est moi,” meaning "l
am the state.” By disregarding the power of legislative bodies, such as the Estates-General, Louis XIV was able
to enforce his will without the need to negotiate with other powers, thereby ensuring that his decisions
dominated French political life. His control of the military allowed him to project his power both domestically and
abroad, while his management of the economy through mercantilism further reinforced his authority. This
method marked a significant shift towards absolutism in France, making it a key aspect of his governance. The
other options do not accurately reflect his reign. For example, he did not follow checks and balances, as his
governance was more autocratic than democratic. Instead of decentralizing power, he centralized it, removing
authority from local governors to strengthen royal control. Additionally, Louis XIV is known for his persecution of
Protestants, particularly with the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, leading to increased intolerance rather than
religious pluralism.

2. What economic and government system was developed by Karl Marx in the
19th century?

A. Capitalism
B. Socialism
C. Fascism

D. Communism

The system developed by Karl Marx in the 19th century is communism. Communism is an ideology that
advocates for a classless society in which all means of production are owned collectively, and private property is
abolished. Marx envisioned a society where the working class, or proletariat, would overthrow the capitalist
class, or bourgeoisie, leading to a state of production that would be distributed equally among all individuals.
Marx's writings, particularly "The Communist Manifesto,” articulate the principles of communism, emphasizing
the struggle between classes and the need for a revolutionary transformation of society. His theories have had a
profound impact on various social and political movements throughout history. In contrast to other economic
and government systems, communism seeks to eliminate class distinctions and promote communal ownership,
which sets it apart from capitalism, socialism, and fascism. While socialism can involve collective ownership
and can coexist with certain democratic structures, communism takes a more extreme approach by seeking to
abolish all forms of private ownership entirely. This distinction is key in understanding Marx's specific
contributions to economic theory and political philosophy.
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3. Which event is regarded as a catalyst for the spread of Enlightenment ideas
in Europe?
A. The Hundred Years' War
B. The French Revolution
C. The Scientific Revolution

D. The Renaissance

The Scientific Revolution is regarded as a significant catalyst for the spread of Enlightenment ideas in Europe
because it shifted the focus of knowledge from tradition and religious doctrine to empirical observation and
reason. This period, which took place from the late 16th century to the 18th century, introduced revolutionary
scientific concepts and methodologies through figures such as Galileo, Copernicus, and Newton. Their emphasis
on observation and experimentation encouraged thinkers to apply reason to all areas of human inquiry, including
politics, philosophy, and ethics. The principles of rational thought and skepticism that emerged from the
Scientific Revolution laid the groundwork for Enlightenment thinkers who began to question established norms
and authority, including monarchies and the Church. This intellectual movement stemmed from a belief in
progress and the idea that humans could improve society through reason and education, aligning closely with
the new scientific outlook. While the French Revolution and other events like the Renaissance also played roles
in promoting Enlightenment ideas, the Scientific Revolution is pivotal in marking the transition from a world ruled
by superstition and tradition to one guided by reason and scientific inquiry, making it a primary catalyst for the
Enlightenment.

4. Who is the author of "The Leviathan” and what is its main argument?
A. John Locke; it argues for a social contract
B. Thomas Hobbes; it argues for strong central authority

C. Montesquieu; it promotes the separation of powers
D. Jean-Jacques Rousseau; it encourages individual freedoms

The author of "The Leviathan” is Thomas Hobbes, and this work presents a compelling argument for the
necessity of a strong central authority to maintain order and prevent chaos in society. Hobbes wrote during a
time of political turmoil in England, which influenced his views on the nature of government and human behavior.
In "The Leviathan,” Hobbes posits that individuals in a state of nature act out of self-interest and are in constant
conflict, leading to a "war of all against all.” To escape this state of perpetual fear and violence, he argues that
people must collectively agree to surrender some of their freedoms to a sovereign power—a social contract. This
sovereign, whether a monarch or an assembly, must wield absolute power to be effective in maintaining peace
and security. By advocating for a strong central authority, Hobbes emphasized the importance of a powerful
government to ensure societal stability, a viewpoint that contrasts with other Enlightenment thinkers who valued
individual rights and limited government power. This foundational idea in political philosophy significantly
impacted modern concepts of governance and authority.
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5. What document limited the power of the English monarchy in 1689?
A. The Magna Carta
B. The English Bill of Rights
C. The Act of Union
D. The Petition of Right

The English Bill of Rights, enacted in 1689, is a foundational document in constitutional law that effectively
limited the power of the monarchy and established certain civil rights for citizens. After the Glorious Revolution,
William of Orange and Mary Il ascended to the throne and agreed to abide by the Bill of Rights, which imposed
restrictions on royal authority. Among its key provisions, the Bill of Rights stipulated that the monarchy could
not levy taxes or maintain an army without the consent of Parliament, reaffirming the principle of parliamentary
sovereignty. Furthermore, it protected the rights of individuals by ensuring freedoms such as the right to petition
the monarch, the right to bear arms for self-defense (subject to law), and the prohibition of excessive bail or
cruel and unusual punishment. Other documents mentioned, like the Magna Carta, and the Petition of Right,
contributed to the gradual limitation of monarchical power in preceding centuries but did not have the same
immediate effect as the English Bill of Rights in a constitutional context. The Act of Union focused on the
political union of England and Scotland rather than the limitation of monarchical power.

6. Which Enlightenment idea emphasizes reason as the primary source of
authority?

A. Traditionalism
B. Empiricism
C. Rationalism

D. Romanticism

Rationalism is the idea that emphasizes reason as the primary source of authority. This philosophical belief
asserts that reality can be understood through intellectual and deductive reasoning rather than through sensory
experience alone or established traditions. Rationalist thinkers, such as René Descartes, argued that human
reason is the best path to knowledge and truth. In the context of the Enlightenment, this emphasis on reason
played a pivotal role in challenging existing beliefs and institutions, including the divine right of kings and
traditional religious authority. By prioritizing reason, Enlightenment philosophers encouraged critical thinking
and questioning of accepted norms, laying the groundwork for modern democratic ideas and scientific inquiry.
In contrast, traditionalism focuses on customs and practices passed down through generations; empiricism
centers on knowledge derived from sensory experience; and romanticism emphasizes emotion and individual
experience over reason and logic. These varying philosophies illustrate the distinct nature of rationalism within
the broader dialogue of Enlightenment thought, highlighting its unique role in advocating for reason as a guiding
principle in the pursuit of knowledge and understanding.
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7. What was a key function of newspapers and pamphlets during the
Enlightenment?

A. They provided entertainment to the public
B. They facilitated the spread of Enlightenment ideas

C. They were primarily used for advertisements
D. They focused solely on political propaganda

During the Enlightenment, newspapers and pamphlets played a pivotal role in disseminating new ideas and
philosophies that characterized the period. They were essential tools for intellectual exchange, allowing writers
and thinkers to reach a broader audience than ever before. The content often included discussions on reason,
science, individual rights, and critiques of traditional authority, much of which aligned with Enlightenment
thinking. The publication of these materials helped to foster public debate and discussion about governance,
society, and human nature, encouraging people to question established norms and consider alternative
viewpoints. This dissemination of ideas was crucial in shaping public opinion and mobilizing movements toward
reform, such as the push for democratic principles and civil liberties. In essence, newspapers and pamphlets
served as vital conduits for Enlightenment ideas, significantly impacting the political and social landscape of the
time.

8. What was one of the driving forces behind the philosophical changes in the
Enlightenment?

A. Increased power of monarchs
B. The role of the church
C. Scientific discoveries

D. Colonial expansion

One of the most significant driving forces behind the philosophical changes during the Enlightenment was the
impact of scientific discoveries. The Enlightenment period, which spanned the late 17th to the 18th century,
coincided with remarkable advancements in scientific understanding. Thinkers such as Isaac Newton and
Galileo Galilei challenged existing notions of the universe, emphasizing observation, experimentation, and
reason as essential tools for understanding the natural world. This scientific revolution encouraged
Enlightenment philosophers to apply rational thought to society, politics, and human behavior, leading to the
questioning of traditional authorities and doctrines. The newfound emphasis on empirical evidence and reason
fostered an environment where ideas about individual rights, governance, and ethics could develop
independently of religious or monarchical restrictions. Consequently, the period heralded a shift towards values
such as liberty, equality, and the belief in progress, which were foundational to modern democracy and
philosophical inquiry. In this context, while increased power of monarchs, the role of the church, and colonial
expansion may have influenced various aspects of society and culture during the Enlightenment, they did not
drive the fundamental philosophical shifts as significantly as the scientific discoveries. The changing
perspectives brought about by these discoveries fundamentally altered how individuals perceived the world and
their place within it, thus
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9. What was a result of the rise of empiricism in the 17th century?
A. Stagnation in scientific thought

B. Increased emphasis on personal experience and observation

C. Reinforcement of absolute monarchs' powers
D. Strengthening of feudal systems

The rise of empiricism in the 17th century marked a significant shift in the way knowledge was obtained,
emphasizing personal experience and observation as key components of the scientific method. Empiricism
championed the idea that knowledge should be grounded in observable phenomena, rather than solely in
philosophical speculation or established authority. This approach encouraged scientists and thinkers to conduct
experiments and gather data, leading to advancements in various fields such as physics, biology, and chemistry.
Figures like Francis Bacon and John Locke were pivotal in promoting empirical methods, which laid the
groundwork for modern scientific inquiry. As a result, this emphasis on observation and experimentation
cultivated a culture of skepticism towards traditions that were not based on direct evidence, fostering a
progressive understanding of the natural world and the human condition. Consequently, the rise of empiricism
was instrumental in shaping the Enlightenment, where reason and individual observation became paramount in
the pursuit of knowledge.

10. What was the significance of the American Revolution in relation to
Enlightenment ideas?

A. It marked the last war fought between European nations
B. It was influenced by Enlightenment principles of liberty and democracy

C. It led to the establishment of monarchies in America
D. It rejected all forms of Enlightenment thought

The significance of the American Revolution concerning Enlightenment ideas lies primarily in its deep roots in
principles such as liberty, democracy, and individual rights. Enlightenment thinkers, such as John Locke and
Rousseau, emphasized the natural rights of individuals and the social contract, which suggested that
governments derive their power from the consent of the governed. These philosophies directly informed the
American colonists’ grievances against British rule and shaped their aspirations for self-governance. The
Declaration of Independence, for instance, famously echoes the Enlightenment emphasis on equality and
unalienable rights, underscoring ideals central to the revolutionary movement. This shift towards valuing
democracy and personal freedoms marked a significant departure from traditional governance, particularly
monarchical authority. Thus, the American Revolution became a practical embodiment of Enlightenment ideals,
showcasing their influence in effectively challenging and transforming the political landscape of the time.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://absolutismenlightenment.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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